
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                       28 April 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 95 per cent of the South Sudanese refugees in Gambella are women and children (70 per cent children). This calls 
for an increase in protection interventions among other specialized assistance targeting these groups. 

 The humanitarian community is concerned over the delays in relief food distribution and TSF intervention, and the 
likely impact on the nutrition situation in pocket areas.   

 Four additional water trucks deployed in Amhara (2 trucks) and Oromia (2 trucks) regions brought the number of 
water trucks operating in the country to 30, leaving a gap of 19 trucks.  

 A desert locust infestation is reported in Somali region threatening the livelihood of the pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists in the area.  

Refugee Update 
As of 24 April, 94,324 South Sudanese refugees arrived in Ethiopia’s Gambella region, mainly through Pagak (59,289 
people) and Akobo Tiergol (28,367 people) entry points. A smaller number of refugees continue to trickle into Ethiopia 
through Matar (4,961 people), Raad (841 people), Burubey (499 people) and Pugnido (367 people) entry points. Of the total 
arrivals, 95 per cent are women and children (70 per cent children). This calls for an increase in protection interventions 
among other specialized assistance targeting these groups.  
 
Last week, a joint Government-humanitarian partners assessment mission to Wanke kebele in Itang special woreda 
identified an estimated 600 new refugee arrivals through this new entry point. Compared to the other border crossings, a 
good number of the new arrivals in Wanke kebele are men. This group, from the Opo community in South Sudan, has been 
living in the area for the past three weeks.  
 
Meanwhile, the relocation of the refugees to camps continues. As of 24 April, 85,266 people were relocated to Leitchor 
(45,127 people), Kule (37,519 people), Pugnido (1,779 people) and Okugo (841 people) camps. Heavy rains on 18 April had 
temporarily interrupted the boat relocation from Akobo. Road and river access will likely be increasingly challenged as the 
rainy season progresses. To accommodate the growing influx, the capacity of Leitchor camp was increased from 30,000 to 
40,000 people, while a new camp site (Kule 2) with a capacity of 30,000 people was identified.  For more information, 
contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 23 April, 91 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance was dispatched and 60 per cent of the ration distributed. 
Discussions on triggering the Risk Financing Mechanism (RFM) to cover relief food needs in PSNP woredas are on-going. 
As of the same date, the seventh round for 2013 was still being distributed in Amhara (94 per cent), Oromia (77 per cent) 
and Tigray (98 per cent) regions. 
 
Similarly, resource gaps continue to be reported for the Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) program. WFP is still 
looking for options to replace to low-quality locally procured CSB+, which caused the resource shortfall. For more 
information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
WASH Update 
During the past week, four additional water trucks were deployed in Amhara (2 trucks) and Oromia (2 trucks) regions, 
bringing the number of water trucks operating in the country to 30. In Minjar Shenkora woreda of Amhara region, the water 
trucking operation is benefiting 13,000 drought-affected people. Similarly in Oromia region, on-going water rationing is 
benefiting more than 200,300 people in Bale, East and West Hararge zones and an estimated 35,000 conflict-affected 
people in Guji zone. A gap of 19 water trucks is reported nationwide, including in Afar (1), Oromia (3), Somali (9) and Tigray 
(6) regions. 
 
During the past week, the SNNP Regional Water Bureau distributed 140 cartons of water treatment chemicals to households 
affected by water shortages in Alicho Wuriro woreda of Silte zone and Bona woreda of Sidama zone. The households were 
using water from unprotected sources to meet their personal and household water needs, putting them at high risk for water-
borne diseases. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Desert locust infestation in eastern Ethiopia  
Following reports of large to medium-sized desert locust swarms spotted in parts of Somali region, the Government and 
partners have intensified preventive and control measures in high risk areas. According to FAO, the swarms were initially 
seen in Awbere woreda of Fafan zone, and later spread to eight woredas in the Somali region. A similar infestation was also 
observed in Kersa woreda of East Hararge zone, Oromia region. The Government and the East African Desert Locust 
Control Organization have deployed an aircraft to spray chemicals on targeted areas near Jijiga. The onset of the seasonal 
rains in the region in late March creates a fertile ground for breeding, posing a high risk for the spread of the infestation to 
additional grounds.  Should the desert locust infestation continue, the local food security of pastoralists and agro-pastoralists 
will negatively be affected as the availability of pasture for livestock will diminish. Survey and control operations continue.  
For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
No information received from the Health sector this week 


