
 
 
Seasonal Outlook 
The National Meteorological Agency (NMA) reported that the performance of the belg (mid-February to May) rains 
was above average in Southern and Eastern parts of the country and average in central and western Ethiopia. 
However, late onset and a prolonged dry spell were reported in Southern Tigray and Eastern Amhara Regions. To 
account for the delayed rains, the national belg needs assessment – which will inform the humanitarian needs for the 
second half of the year – is tentatively scheduled for mid-June.   
 
Regarding the kiremt (June to September) 2013 seasonal outlook, NMA forecast normal to above normal rainfall in the 
Southern and Eastern parts of the country with the exception of the Tekeze basin (North Amhara and Southern 
Tigray), which might have below average rainfall. For more information, contact dadimoswon@yahoo.com  
 
Health Update 
Following the confirmation of Yellow Fever cases on 15 May 2013, The Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research 
Institute’s Public Health Emergency Management center (EHNRI/PHEM) formally notified the situation to WHO as per 
the International Health Regulation (IHR), which requires notification of a confirmed case of Yellow Fever to the WHO 
IHR Focal Point. To date, a total of 105 cases were reported to EHNRI/PHEM from South Ari, Benatsemay and 
Selmago woredas of South Omo zone in SNNPR  
 
The Regional Health Bureau (RHB), with close support from EHNRI and WHO, is implementing the standard 
prevention and control strategy that is composed of reactive vaccination, vector control, case management and 
enhancing surveillance; and has finalized to initiate the reactive vaccination to 20,000 population in four kebleles in 
South Ari woreda where the confirmed cases were reported. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int  
 
Refugee Update 
Over the past week, over 620 refugees from South Sudan, mainly women and children arrived in Dimma woreda of 
Gambella Region. They cite insecurity due to the ongoing fighting between the South Sudanese Armed forces and the 
SSDM rebels in Pibor County of Jonglei State, as their reason for flight. An inter-agency assessment mission led by 
UNHCR and ARRA visited the area from 14 to 18 May 2013 and established the presence of 485 individuals (146 
households) on the Ethiopian side of the border. Another 138 individuals arrived after 18 May. UNHCR   provided 
plastic sheets, sleeping mats, blankets, jerry cans and other aid items while WFP has distributed high-energy biscuits 
pending the distribution of a one-time food assistance to the new arrivals. The new arrivals are staying close to the 
border and will have to be relocated to a safer area as soon as possible. Meanwhile on 12 May, WFP completed food 
distribution for the 16,000 refugees living with host communities in Wanthowa woreda. Some  6,000 will be relocated 
to Pugnido camp as per their request.   
 
In northern Ethiopia, UNHCR and partners continue to assist the large number of Eritrean refugees that continue to 
arrive in Tigray Region. Over 1,360 new arrivals were registered in April and an additional 731 as of 25 May. 
Meanwhile, an inter-agency task force was established to develop a response strategy for the large number of 
unaccompanied minors (UAM) crossing the Ethiopian border since March. In conjunction with providing protection and 
basic assistance to the minors, the task force is looking into durable solutions. For more information, contact: 
gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 21 May, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 94 per 
cent, while distribution stood at only 71 per cent. The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) distributed 80 per cent of total allocation to its covered areas; the NGO consortium Joint Emergency 
Operation (JEOP) distributed 84 per cent and WFP 49 per cent.  Meanwhile the second round of relief food dispatch 
has begun, reaching 14 per cent throughout the country. The delays in relief food dispatch and distribution are 
exacerbating the already vulnerable food and nutritional situation of poor households in affected areas.  
 
Meanwhile, as of 21 May, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for March – the 
third round for 2013 - stood at 72 per cent; while the PSNP food allocation for April rose slightly to 32 per cent. For 
more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

No information received for Education, Agriculture and Nutrition this week 
 

 


