
 

 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                        26 May 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 With the other camps at full capacity, all new South Sudanese refugee arrivals are being relocated to Kule 2 camp, which 
opened on 17 May. Already hosting 2,664 refugees as of 22 May, and with an estimated 6,300 people at the various entry 
points awaiting relocation, Kule 2 will soon reach its full capacity of 30,000 people. 

 The Gambella Regional Health Bureau, in collaboration with the Ethiopian Public Health Institute and health partners, is 
strengthening acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak preparedness and response measures following reports of a 
cholera outbreak in neighboring South Sudan declared in mid-May. 

 Reports from Somali region revealed that 112,271 people in 131 kebeles across six zones require emergency water 
trucking support. At present, 25 water trucks – down from 40 trucks two weeks ago – are requested for Afar (9), Tigray (8), 
Oromia (5) and Amhara (3) regions. 

 WFP has enough resources in stock to cover second round relief food requirements in non-PSNP woredas. Expected 
shipments will also cover third round requirements, with the exception of corn soya blend (CSB). The Risk Financing 
Mechanism funds will cover relief food needs in PSNP-woredas for the second to the fifth rounds.  

 Humanitarian and development partners continue to urge the Government to further intensify its response efforts to control 
the desert locust infestations ahead of the belg harvest season in June. 

 
Refugee Update 
Despite the ceasefire agreement signed by president Salva Kiir and the opposition leader, former vice-president Riek Machar on 9 
May, fighting continues to be reported in parts of South Sudan. So far in May, 1,000 refugees crossed the Ethiopian border on 
average per day. Since mid-December, more than 133,000 South Sudanese refugees arrived in Ethiopia’s Gambella region. The 
registration of the new arrivals continues at the main entry points, including Pagak, Akobo and Burubiey. With the other camps 
(Leitchor, Kule 1, Okugo and Pugnido) at full capacity, all new arrivals are being relocated to Kule 2 camp, which opened on 17 
May. Already hosting 2,664 refugees as of 22 May, and with an estimated 6,300 people at the various entry points awaiting 
relocation, Kule 2 will soon reach its full capacity of 30,000 people. UNHCR and ARRA have identified a new camp site in Jikawo 
woreda, of Nuer zone.    
 
UNHCR and ARRA, together with partners, continue their effort to meet the basic humanitarian needs of the refugees in all camps 
and major entry points. Upon arrival, all refugees receive High Energy Biscuits (HEBs) from WFP. Some 5.8mt of HEBs were 
dispatched to Burubiey and Pagak entry points to cater for the recent arrivals. Since the start of the operation, WFP dispatched 
6,281mt of food to Gambella, including 154mt to Burubiey. Health partners are providing measles vaccination to children under-5 
and polio vaccination to children under-15, as well as vitamin A supplements and deworming treatments. An acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD) outbreak prevention and preparedness plan is put in place in the refugee camps to prevent the spread of a cholera outbreak 
declared in South Sudan in mid-May. Work is underway to scale up interventions in hygiene and sanitation, nutrition and shelter 
construction, where gaps were identified. As of 22 May, 22 per cent of the US$102 million required for the South Sudanese refugee 
response in Gambella was funded. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.com        
 
Health Update 
Last week, 540 measles cases and three deaths were reported nationwide, the majority from Amhara (62 per cent), Oromia (17.9 
per cent) and SNNP (6.7 per cent) regions. Similarly, 64 suspected meningitis cases were reported last week, the majority from 
Oromia (43.7 per cent), SNNP (23.4 per cent) and Amhara (20.3 per cent) regions. The Ethiopian government and health partners 
continue to strengthen case management and surveillance in all outbreak-affected and neighbouring woredas.  
 
In Gambella region, a suspected case of Visceral Leishmaniasis (a highly fatal disease commonly known as kala-azar) was 
reported in Kule 1 refugee camp. The Regional Health Bureau (RHB), with support from WHO and other health partners, have 
dispatched the necessary guideline and test kits, which helped case confirmation, and relevant drugs to the area. Also in Gambella, 
the RHB in collaboration with the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) and health partners is strengthening acute watery 
diarrohea (AWD) outbreak preparedness and response measures following reports of a cholera outbreak in neighboring South 
Sudan, which was declared in mid-May. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Relief food update 
As of 21 May, 45 per cent of the second round of relief food assistance was dispatched and 16 per cent of the ration distributed. As 
of the same date, the first round of relief food ration was 84 per cent distributed. The PSNP’s Risk Financing Mechanism (RFM) will 
cover the relief food needs of beneficiaries in PSNP woredas for the second to the fifth relief food rounds. WFP has enough 
resources in stock to cover second round relief food requirements in non-PSNP woredas. Expected shipments will also cover third 
round requirements, with the exception of corn soya blend (CSB). For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
WASH Update 
Good seasonal rains received over the past two weeks improved water availability in drought-prone areas of Amhara and Oromia 
regions. As a result, the national water trucking requirements further decreased to 25 trucks – down from 40 trucks two weeks ago 
– including in Afar (9), Tigray (8), Oromia (5) and Amhara (3). At present, 13 water trucks are operational, benefiting 118,247 
people and leaving a gap of 12 trucks in Afar (6) and Tigray (6). However, reports from Somali region revealed that 112,271 people 
in 131 kebeles across six zones require emergency water trucking support. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 

 
 

No information received from the Education and Nutrition sectors this week 


