
 
 
Rainfall Update 
Belg (mid-February to May) rains were reported from various parts of the country after more than a month delay 
in their onset in Amhara and up to three to four weeks delay in SNNP and Oromia Regions. Overall, the rains 
were below-normal in performance, erratic in nature and uneven in distribution, except in pocket areas of 
western SNNP and most of the highland woredas of Oromia Regions that received medium to above-normal 
rainfall. The rainfall performance has gradually improved since the second dekad of March. According to the 
National Meteorological Agency (NMA), the anticipated strengthening of the rain-producing weather systems will 
allow a continued improvement in the rainfall performance during the remainder of the belg rainy season.  
 
Elsewhere, seasonal gu (March to June) rains were reported in pocket areas of Somali Region over the past two 
weeks. In a normal year, gu rains start in early March in Fafan and Siti zones, and in April in Jarar, Nogob, 
Doolo, Korahe, Shabelle, Afder and Liben zones of Somali Region. The start of the gu/ganna rains herald the 
end of the long jilal dry (December to March) season in the southern and south eastern pastoralist areas, 
including southern Somali and south eastern Oromia Regions. According to NMA, below-normal gu/ganna rains 
are expected this year. No rains were reported in Afar - the sugum (March to May) rains potentially failing for the 
sixth year in a row - and Tigray Regions. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  
 
WASH Update 
More than 678,096 people continue to suffer from acute water shortages in chronically water-insecure parts of 
the country.  In addition to the extended dry season – due to the late onset of seasonal rains – the abnormally 
hot Land Surface Temperature (LST) in January and February has led to accelerated loss of water from the soil, 
both by evaporation from the soil surface and by transpiration from plants, resulting in faster depletion of water 
sources and deterioration of pasture in lowland areas.  
 
Currently, a total of 52 water trucks are operational out of 102 requested nationwide, including in East and West 
Harerge, Bale and West Arsi zones of Oromia (43 trucks requested for 495,255 people, 18 operational); Afder, 
Siti, Liben, Shabelle and Nogob zones of Somali (26 trucks requested, 16 operational); zones 1, 2 and 4 of Afar 
(20 requested for 30,425 people, 13 operational); Eastern, Central, Western, South-Western and Southern 
zones of Tigray (13 requested for 159,941, five operational) Regions. In addition, some 25,035 drought-affected 
people in Minjar Shenkora woreda (North Shewa zone) and East Belesa woreda (North Gonder zone) of Amhara 
Region are affected by water shortages. Meanwhile, an additional 41,320 people in Afar Region and 29 kebeles 
across seven woredas of Borena zone in Oromia Region are reportedly at high risk, as water sources are rapidly 
drying up.  
 
Water and pasture availability in most parts of Afar, northern Somali and the southern and south eastern 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas of the country is expected to further deteriorate as a result of the forecast 
poor gu/ganna/sugum rains; which will likely result in increased demand for provision of water, both for human 
and animal consumption, until the next rainy season. In Afar, in particular, early livestock migration to better-off 
river valleys and dry-season grazing grounds in the region and neighboring Amhara Region was reported as 
early as November 2012, as a result of the severely deteriorated pasture and depleted water sources. For more 
information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 20 March, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 
4 per cent, including 10 per cent dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food 
Security Sector (DRMFSS) and 1 per cent to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP). Relief food dispatch to WFP-covered areas in the Somali Region has yet to start. Under this round, 
beneficiaries in areas covered by DRMFSS (962,077 people), JEOP (635, 346 people) and WFP (890,925 
people) will receive a full food basket and full rations of relief food. Meanwhile, dispatch of the Productive Safety 
Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for February is ongoing, with 60 per cent of total allocations dispatched 
to Amhara, Afar, Oromia, Tigray and Somali Regions, as of 20 March. For more information, contract 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
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