
 
WASH Update 
As the dry season lingers and the belg (mid-February to May) rains have yet to start, increasing water shortages are 
reported across the country. In Somali, immediate water trucking needs were identified in Barey, Dolobay, Kersadula, Raso, 
West Imy, Guradamole and parts of Hargele woredas of Afder zone; Afdem, Adigala, Ayisha, Erer and Shinile woredas of 
Siti zone; Shekosh woreda of Korahe zone; Dollo Ado and Mubamarak woredas of Liben zone; Danan, Berano and East Imy 
woredas of Shebelle zone; and all woredas of Nogob zone, with the exception of Garbo and Duhun. Water trucking needs 
were also identified in Dire Dawa (Hadagala woreda) and Beneshangul Gumuz (Blo Jignafifado woreda of Kemashi zone; 
Sherkole, Homosha and Kurmuk woredas of Assosa zone; and Guba woreda of Metekel zone), over the past week. 
Elsewhere, a total of 29 water trucks were requested to address water needs of some 458,068 people across 19 woredas in 
East and West Hararge and Bale zones (Oromia Region); 24 trucks requested for more than 37,625 people across zones 1, 
2 and 4 (Afar Region); 12 trucks requested for some 168,000 people across twelve woredas in Eastern, Central, Western, 
South-Western and Southern zones (Tigray Region); and four water trucks for some 19,635 people across  seven kebeles of 
Minjar Shenkora woreda in North Shewa zone (Amhara Region).  
 
At present, of the over 69 trucks requested countrywide, 22 are operational in Afar (three in Elidar, two in Kori and one in 
Dubti woredas of zone 1; one each in Bidu and Erebti woredas of zone 2; and one in Yalo woreda of zone 4); Oromia (one in 
Dawe Serer woreda of Bale zone; two each in Kumbi and Meyu woredas of East Harerge zone; and one in Burka Dimtu 
woreda of West Hararge zone); Tigray (one each in Edaga Arbi woreda of Central; Erob woreda of Eastern; Shiraro and 
Adigebru woredas of North Western; and Raya Azebo woreda of Southern zones); and Somali (2 trucks in Barey woreda of 
Afder zone) Regions.  Meanwhile, the Gambella town is without water since mid-February, due to a mechanical failure in the 
town’s water supply system. The system had started providing water to the residents on 12 January, following an earlier 
failure that had left the residents without water since the beginning of December. The majority of the residents are relying on 
the Baro River for all personal and household water needs, putting them at risk of water-related diseases. For more 
information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Market Update 
According to the latest report from the Central Statistics Agency, Ethiopia’s year-on-year inflation slightly dropped to 12.5 per 
cent in January, down from 12.9 per cent in December 2012. Food price inflation slightly fell from 11.8 to 11.3 per cent, while 
non-food inflation dropped from 14.6 to 14.4 per cent. The general food inflation rate is driven by cereal (18.4 per cent), meat 
(39.4 per cent), dairy products (14.9 per cent), potatoes and other tubers and stems (28.6 per cent) price inflations. While 
the direction of change in the inflation rate is consistent with seasonal expectations, the magnitude of change is less than 
predicted by the five-year average. As more of the meher harvest reaches the market, the food price index should have 
exhibited a stronger percentage decline.For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  

Nutrition Update 
The revised list of nutrition hotspot woredas for the first quarter of 2013 (January to March) was released on 11 February. 
Overall, the number of hotspot woredas decreased by 13.3 per cent, from 377 in October 2012 - when the last hotspot 
revision was conducted- to 327 at present. The number of nutrition hotspot priority 1 woredas slightly increased by 5.9 per 
cent, from 84 in October to 89 in January, while the number of priority 2 woredas increased by 7.5 per cent, from 172 to 185 
woredas. However, the number of priority 3 woredas decreased by 56 per cent to 53 woredas, down from 121 in October. 
The nutrition hotspot list is intended to guide government and nutrition partners in the prioritization and allocation of available 
resources in planning and implementing nutrition and related responses.  
 
Meanwhile, new admissions of children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) to therapeutic feeding programmes 
(TFPs) decreased by 5 per cent countrywide between November and December 2012, down from 23,863 admissions in 
November to 22,678 in December (88 per cent reporting). Regionally, new TFP admissions decreased in Somali (by 11.8 
per cent), SNNP (22.1 per cent) and Oromia (3.4 per cent) Regions, with above 86 per cent reporting rate recorded in all 
three regions.  Despite the overall decrease in TFP admissions in Oromia Region, the nutritional conditions in East and West 
Hararge zones is a concern.  New TFP admissions in Amhara stabilized between November and December, while they 
showed a fluctuating trend in Tigray. In Afar, meanwhile, TFP admissions increased in December, despite a relatively lower 
reporting rate than November.  Emergency nutrition responses are planned/ongoing in hotspot woredas across the country, 
and given the below-normal belg-rain forecast, DRMFSS’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) is closely 
monitoring evolving acute malnutrition s in the country. For more information, contract isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 20 February, distribution of seventh round of 2012 relief food, which targeted 2.8 million people countrywide, reached 
95 per cent. Dispatch of the “bridging” round (funded with 2012 resources for distribution in January/February 2013), which 
targets 1.5 million people in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali and Harari Regions, reached 96 per cent, including 98 per cent to 
areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) and 88 per cent to WFP-covered 
areas in the Somali Region. Dispatch is completed in areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP). Under the bridging round, beneficiaries in areas covered by WFP and JEOP are to receive a full food basket and full 
rations, while those in areas covered by DRMFSS are to receive a half-ration of vegetable oil and full ration of all other 
commodities. Meanwhile, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for January 2013 started 
this month, with 70 per cent of total allocations dispatched to Amhara, Afar, Oromia, Somali and Tigray Regions. For more 
information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
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