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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 

Key Events 
 The onset of the gu rains in Somali region significantly reduced water shortages. Water trucking requests decreased 

from 34 to nine trucks in one week. 
 As of 19 March, more than 75,700 South Sudanese asylum seekers arrived in Gambella region, the majority (95 per 

cent) were women and children. 
 As of 19 March, 28 per cent of the 2014 relief food requirements were funded. Resource shortfalls are expected 

from the third round. 
 Nationally, admissions of severely malnourished (SAM) children to Therapeutic Feeding Program sites (TFP) 

decreased by 17.4 per cent from December 2013 to January 2014.  

WASH Update 
The onset of the gu rains in Somali region significantly reduced water shortages in the chronically drought-prone areas 
of the region. As a result, water trucking requests in Somali region declined from 34 to nine trucks in one week. The 
number of affected woredas decreased from 30 to nine woredas in Doolo, Korahe, Jarar, Shabelle and Siti zones. 
Nationwide, 53 water trucks are required to meet the water needs of nearly 300,000 people. At present, the 
Government and partners are supporting 31 water trucks in Afar (three of seven trucks requested), Oromia (20 of 26 
trucks requested) and Tigray (all eight trucks requested) regions. Water trucking gaps are also reported in Amhara 
(three trucks) and Somali (nine trucks) regions. Meanwhile, Government and WASH partners continue to invest in 
sustainable water schemes. During the past week, eight water schemes in East Hararge, West Hararge and West Arsi 
zones of Oromia region were rehabilitated, benefitting 56,000 people. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Refugee Update 
On-going conflict in South Sudan continues to force thousands of people to seek refuge in neighbouring countries, 
including Ethiopia. As of 19 March, more than 75,700 South Sudanese asylum seekers arrived in Gambella region, 
the majority (95 per cent) were women and children. The new arrivals are mainly from Jonglei and Upper Nile State 
crossing the Ethiopian border through Akobo Tiergol and Pagak entry points. In addition to violence, food insecurity 
and lack of basic social services are cited as reasons for their flight.  

Level-1 registration is on-going in the Pagak and Akobo Tiergol entry points while level-2 registration continues in 
Leitchuor camp. Leitchuor camp is already above capacity hosting nearly 30,000 refugees. The newest Kule (formerly 
Tierkidi) camp, with a capacity of 20,000 people, hosts nearly 3,500 refugees. More than 17,000 people in Akobo 
Tiergol and 12,000 people in Pagak are awaiting relocation to camps. A region-wide measles vaccination campaign 
started on 14 March. As of 20 March, 50 measles cases were reported from Pagak. With concerning levels of 
malnutrition identified in Pagak, Government and partners initiated an emergency nutrition intervention at the Pagak 
reception centre to manage moderate acute malnutrition. As daily cleaning campaigns and hygiene awareness 
continue, UNHCR, with support from partners, is working to increase the number of latrines in Pagak. For more 
information, contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 

Relief food update 
As of 19 March, 73 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 was dispatched, while the distribution 
status was not reported yet.  As of the same date, 28 per cent of the 2014 relief food requirements were funded. 
Resource shortfalls are expected from the third round. Meanwhile, the distribution of the seventh round of relief food 
assistance for 2013 reached 86 per cent. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Nutrition Update 
Conforming to the seasonal trend, admissions of severely malnourished (SAM) children to Therapeutic Feeding 
Program sites (TFP) decreased by 17.4 per cent from 20,052 admissions in December 2013 to 16,555 admissions in 
January 2014 (over 81 per cent reporting). Compared to the same period in 2012 and 2013, the January 2014 
admissions rate is 19 per cent lower. 

Looking at regional trends, TFP admissions in January 2014 decreased in Amhara (18 per cent) and SNNP (15.5 per 
cent) regions from the December 2013 levels. Despite the decrease at regional level, pocket woredas in North Wollo 
and South Gondar zones of Amhara, and Gurage, Hadiya and South Omo zones of SNNP reported an increase in 
TFP admissions in January. The increase is partially associated with deteriorating food security. The SNNP Early 
Warning and Response Bureau, UNICEF and WFP are planning a joint monitoring of the affected areas to identify the 
root cause for the reported increase in TFP admissions. The regional TFP admission trend for January is not clear for 
the other regions due to low reporting rates. However, Awra, Ewa, Gulina and Yallo woredas in Afar region report 
elements that predispose communities to acute malnutrition, including poor livestock body condition and deteriorating 
water and pasture availability and human and livestock migration to better-off areas. The ENCU, with UNICEF, GOAL, 
Islamic Relief and SCI, will strengthen emergency nutrition response in prioritized woredas of Afar region. For more 
information, contact imanyama@unicef.org 

No information received from Agriculture, Education and Health sectors this week 


