
 
Flooding Update 
The National Meteorological Agency (NMA) forecast for August and September indicates that western parts of the country 
are expected to receive normal to above-normal rainfall. With the ground fully saturated by the on-going kiremt rains, water 
levels in rivers and dams are expected to increase, elevating the risk of flooding, including in areas around Lake Tana and 
the Rib River (South Gondar), Gilgil Abay River (Western Gojjam), and the Dirma and Megech rivers (North Gondar) of 
Amhara Region, around the lower stream of the Omo River in SNNPR (areas also prone to landslides), and in East Shewa, 
East Harerge, Bale, Borena and Jimma zones of Oromia. As a result, the Government Disaster Risk Management and Food 
Security Sector (DRMFSS) has prepared a Flood Alert, with precautionary recommendations including providing early 
warning information for flood-prone communities, enhancing communication between highland and lowland woredas, 
strengthening protection structures, preparing evacuation plans and prioritizing pre-positioning of food and non-food items 
for floods response. 
Nearly two weeks of heavy karma (July to September) rains have caused serious flooding and damaged livelihoods in 
Gewane woreda of Afar region according to the findings of a joint assessment conducted by the regional Disaster 
Prevention and Food Security Coordination Office, Save the Children UK and the local NGO Afar People’s Development 
Association (APDA). Approximately 5,000 people have reportedly been affected by the flooding, having suffered loss of 
shelter and household items, crops and some livestock. The overflow of the Awash River has also increased the risk of 
water-related disease outbreaks. Among the assessment team’s recommendations are for provision of food, shelter, water 
and health services to the affected people, including distribution of insecticide treated nets (ITNs), as well as strengthening 
of the woreda early warning committee and enhanced community awareness raising. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  
Relief Food Update 
As of 15 August, the fourth round relief food dispatch has been completed, while fifth round dispatch (targeting 3.28 million 
people) reached 49 per cent overall. Dispatch of the fifth round has been prioritized for areas with elevated levels of food 
insecurity linked to poor seasonal rain performance, including in SNNPR (completed), Amhara (77 per cent), Somali (58 per 
cent), Oromia (41 per cent) and Afar (16 per cent) Regions. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
Health Update 
Localized outbreaks of malaria have been reported in parts of Wolayita and Sidamo zones of SNNPR in the past week, 
while increasing malaria caseloads have been observed in Southwest, West Shewa and Wellega zone of Oromia. 
Prevention and control measures are on-going in priority areas, including distribution of ITNs, health education on ITN 
utilization, environment management (through community mobilization), permanent and temporary mosquito breeding site 
identification, data analysis, early detection and referral of malaria cases to health centres. In SNNPR, 60 woredas have 
been identified as hot spots and weekly case monitoring has been initiated after development and communication of plans 
on vector control to the Regional Health Bureau and woredas health offices. In Oromia, training of health workers on 
management of malaria outbreaks is planned to begin next week in collaboration with WHO, while training of staff in the 63 
hyper hot spot woredas in six regions is also planned to strengthen disease surveillance. Amhara region is conducting 
training on outbreak management in East Gojjam zone, having distributed indoor residual spraying chemicals to all 55 hot 
spot woredas. Overall, interventions by woreda and regional health officials and partners have resulted in declining cases of 
malaria in most parts of the country. Also during the past week, 27 confirmed and 5 suspected cases of measles were 
reported in Ditta and Tocha woredas of Gamo Gofa zone, SNNPR. The five suspected cases have been sent for laboratory 
confirmation. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
Refugee Update 
New arrivals from Somalia to the Dollo Ado area of Ethiopia’s Somali Region remained lower in the first half of August, 
having declined at the start of the Ramadan fasting season from a peak of 5,040 arrivals in June 2012. Between 11 and 17 
August, 631 arrivals have been recorded. UNHCR and ARRA are monitoring the situation in view of a possible surge in new 
arrivals after the end of the Ramadan fasting season (20 August). Meanwhile, the site selected for the sixth camp in Dollo 
Ado has been endorsed by the Government, and partnership arrangements to provide services in the camp are being 
discussed with ARRA. The new camp is the first to be opened in 2012; three camps were opened in 2011 (Kobe at the end 
of June, Hilaweyn in early August and Bur Amino in late November) due to the sustained surge in new arrivals seen in 2011. 
In partnership with IKEA, which has committed US$67 million for a Foundation project (2012-14), UNHCR is developing a 
new proposed layout for the camps designed to increase access to facilities and services. The new layout is being 
developed by UNHCR and partners through a consultative process with the refugee community and is to be piloted in Kobe 
camp. Across the country, in Gambella Region, there are currently 32,703 Sudanese refugees in Fugnido Camp, and an 
estimated 20,000 in the border areas of Matar, Yaokwol and Muon woredas. An estimated 250 new asylum-seekers from 
Jonglei State, South Sudan, arrived in Wanthowa woreda in recent weeks; however, security considerations have curtailed 
monitoring of the border areas. A joint assessment team has recently been deployed to assess the health and nutrition 
situation in Fugnido camp. For more information, contact: prokopch@unhcr.org  
Moyale Update 
An estimated 33,837 people from Oromia have been internally displaced by inter-communal conflict in the Moyale area of 
southern Ethiopia at the end of July, according to a recent assessment conducted by the Government. Among the 
immediate needs of the affected population are food and non-food items, particularly shelter. The Government’s Disaster 
Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) called on partners to start emergency response based on the initial 
assessment results. In response, WFP has committed to provide a full ration of relief food for the affected population, while 
IOM will provide NFIs. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et or ocha-eth@un.org  
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