
 
 
Continued good performance of the seasonal rainfall further improved water and pasture availability in most drought-
prone areas around the country. All types of water sources were fully replenished in Somali Region and in all woredas 
of Oromia Region, with the exception of Shalla and Siraro in West Arsi zone. Elsewhere, pocket areas across the 
country continue to report critical water shortages, including Dubti, Elidar (zone 1), Berhale, Afdera (zone 2) and Teru 
(zone 4) woredas of Afar Region; Raya Azebo, Erob, Saesi Tsada Amba (Eastern Tigray), Kafta Humera,Humera 
(Western Tigray), Edega Arbi, Shiraro and Shire (North Western Tigray) woredas of Tigray Region; and Minjar 
Shenkora (North Shewa zone) and East Belesa (North Gonder zone) woredas of Amhara Region. In SNNPR, the 
rains have improved the availability of surface water sources, while they were not sufficient to replenish ground water 
sources, particularly in Boricha, Hawasa Zuria (Sidama zone), Gumer, Ezha, Muhur Aklil (Gurage zone), Humbo 
(Wolayita zone), Konso (Konso zone) and Alaba (Alaba zone) woredas.  
 
Accordingly, 27 water trucks – down from 29 two weeks ago – were requested for Afar (8), Amhara (3), Oromia (1) 
and Tigray (15) Regions, of which 18 were operational, as of 14 May.  In SNNPR, the Government and partners are 
undertaking measures, including the construction of Shallow Wells, to minimize risks of critical water shortages in 
areas where existing ground water levels would not sustain the population beyond the current rainy season. Additional 
resources are, however, required to effectively cover all the affected areas. Meanwhile, the critical water need in East 
Belesa woreda of Amhara Region has yet to be met. The water shortage is affecting some 3,500 people in the area.  
For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Floods Response Update 
Heavy localized rains in April/early May have caused flooding in belg/gu rain-receiving areas, resulting in loss of lives 
and livelihoods and the destruction of infrastructures. According to the Somali Regional State Government, the floods 
displaced more than 7,000 households in Fafan, Jarar, Korahe and Shabelle zones. Similarly, the floods affected 
some 1,314 households in Loka Abaya (Sidama zone) and Humbo (Wolayita zone) woredas of SNNPR; and more 
than 1,396 households in East Hararge, West Hararge and Borena zones of Oromia Region. The Government and 
partners are responding to the needs of the flood-affected communities in Somali, and SNNP Regions. . 
 
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), the belg/gu rain-receiving areas risk no 
further flooding since the rains have started to withdraw from these areas towards the western and south western 
kiremt rain-receiving parts of the country. Western Ethiopia is, on the other hand, at high risk of flooding during the 
upcoming kiremt rainy season, particularly the Baro-Akobo and Omo River catchments. Early flood preparation and 
mitigation efforts are therefore required. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
       
Relief Food Update 
As of 14 May, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 91 per 
cent, while distribution stood at only 57 per cent. The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) distributed 70 per cent of total allocation to its covered areas; the NGO consortium Joint Emergency 
Operation (JEOP) distributed 48 per cent and WFP 47 per cent.  The delays in relief food dispatch and distribution are 
exacerbating the already vulnerable food and nutritional situation of poor households in affected areas. The first half of 
2013 only saw the dispatch of one round of relief food assistance. The national belg needs assessment – which would 
inform the humanitarian needs for the second half of the year – is tentatively scheduled for mid-June.   
 
Meanwhile, as of 14 May, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for March – the 
third round for 2013 - stood at 70 per cent; while the PSNP food allocation for April remains at 27 per cent. For more 
information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
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