
 
Health Update 
As a result of the current hot, dry and windy weather, the SNNP and Oromia Regions are reporting an increasing 
number of cases of meningococcal meningitis, in recent weeks. In response, the SNNP Regional Health Bureau and 
Woreda Health Offices are vaccinating high-risk groups, including people between the ages of 2 and 30 years, and 
those living in crowded settings like prisons and universities, in Hawassa and Shebedino woredas of Sidama zone, 
and Arba Minch woreda of Gamo Gofa zone. To date, nearly 430,000 people have been vaccinated. Countrywide, the 
Ministry of Health and Regional Health Bureaus have enhanced the disease surveillance system, strengthened case 
management and started community awareness-raising in all regions that fall within the “African Meningitis Belt”, 
which stretches from Senegal in West Africa, across the Sahel countries, through Ethiopia. For more information, 
contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int   

WASH Update 
With critical water shortages increasing as the dry season lingers, East Harerge zonal authorities (Oromia Region) 
requested four additional water trucks in the past week. Increasing water trucking needs were identified across the 
Somali Region, including in Barey, Dolobay, Kersadula and Guradamole woredas of Afder zone; Adigala, Aysha and 
Shinile woredas of Siti zone; Shekosh woreda of Korahe zone; Danan and East Imy woredas of Shebelle zone; and 
Fik, Kubi, Hamaro, Salahad, Lagahida and Mayamaluk woredas of Nogob zone. In Amhara, poor localized kiremt 
(June to September) rainfall and delayed onset of the current belg (February to May) rains has dried up water sources 
in seven kebeles of Minjar Shenkora woreda in North Shewa zone, affecting some 19,635 people. The regional 
authorities have requested partners to support water trucking in these areas. Excluding the growing needs in Amhara 
and Somali Regions, 65 trucks were requested for Afar, Oromia, and Tigray Regions, with 18 operational at present 
(gap: 47 trucks). Regionally, nine of 24 requested trucks are operating in Afar (three in Elidar, two in Kori and one in 
Dubti woredas of zone 1; one each in Bidu and Erebti woredas of zone 2; and one in Yalo woreda of zone 4); three of 
12 requested in Tigray (one each in Edaga Arbi woreda of Central; Erob woreda of Eastern; and Raya Azebo woreda 
of Southern zones); and six of 29 requested in Oromia (one in Dawe Serer woreda of Bale zone; two each in Kumbi 
and Meyu woredas of East Harerge zone; and one in Burka Dimtu woreda of West Hararge zone). Meanwhile, 
construction and rehabilitation of water schemes continue: in Oromia, the Government rehabilitated two water 
schemes in Daro Lebu and Boke woredas of West Harerge zone, with UNICEF support, while CARE maintained one 
water scheme in Fedis woreda of East Hararge zone during the past week. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Relief Food Update 
As of 12 February, dispatch of the “bridging” round (funded with 2012 resources for distribution in January/February 
2013), which targets 1.5 million people in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, Somali and Harari Regions, reached 84 per cent, 
including 91 per cent to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS). 
Dispatch was completed in areas covered the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP), and is only 53 per 
cent in WFP-covered areas in the Somali Region due to delays caused by a shortage of pulses. Under the bridging 
round, beneficiaries in areas covered by WFP and JEOP are to receive a full food basket and full rations, while those 
in areas covered by DRMFSS are to receive a half-ration of vegetable oil and full ration of all other commodities. 
Dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for January 2013 started this month, with 45 
per cent of total allocations dispatched to Amhara, Oromia, Somali and Tigray Regions. PSNP food dispatch has yet 
to start in Afar Region. For more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Refugee Update 
Some 3,654 Somali refugees arrived in the Dollo Ado area of Somali Region in January. Although still significant, 
January saw a drop-off in new refugee arrivals compared to the previous month, when some 6,164 refugees were 
registered. Between November 2012 and January 2013, the area saw a sizeable increase in new arrivals, with a 
combined 13,470 refugees registered during those months, compared to 2,539 in September and October 2012. 
Pending development of the sixth camp, all new arrivals are being transferred to existing camps. 

In western Ethiopia, meanwhile, with only small numbers of new refugee arrivals continuing to enter Ethiopia’s 
Beneshangul Gumuz Region through the Yabus corridor, UNHCR and the Government refugee agency, ARRA, have 
focused their efforts on relocating the approximately 2,000 Sudanese refugees living in host communities in Sherkole 
woreda since September 2011 to existing camps. The agencies are also planning a monitoring mission to the Gizen 
area, where more than 300 Sudanese refugees have reportedly settled along the border following a temporary return 
to Sudan’s Blue Nile State in December 2012.  

Countrywide, some 381,722 refugees are hosted in the various camps and communities of Ethiopia as of 31 January 
2013. The majority are from Somalia (60 per cent), followed by Sudanese and South Sudanese (23 per cent) and 
Eritreans (17 per cent); refugees from other countries account for approximately 1 per cent of the total refugee 
population. In 2013, UNHCR announced plans to enhance efforts to transition to more sustainable refugee response 
in Ethiopia. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org or prokopch@unhcr.org 
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