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Flood Update 
According to the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), 
flooding was reported in Amibara, Awash Fentale, Buremudaitu and Gewane woredas of 
Afar region last week, due to the overflow of the Awash river. In Gewane woreda in 
particular, the main road is reportedly flooded preventing access to vulnerable 
communities in drought-affected areas and hindering humanitarian activities, including 
nutrition screenings. Rapid assessments are on-going in all flood-affected areas to gauge 
the impact and humanitarian needs. 
 
The National Meteorological Agency (NMA) noted that the performance of the kiremt 
(June-September) rains is likely to improve in intensity and coverage during the second 
half of August. The following areas are expected to receive normal to above-normal 
rainfall:  parts of Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, Gambella, Tigray, central and western 
Oromia and northern SNNP regions. During the same period, Afar, eastern and southern 
Oromia, southern SNNP, Harar, northern Somali regions and Dire Dawa will likely receive 
near-normal rainfall.  
 
Areas receiving above-normal rainfall are at higher risk of flooding. In addition, in spite of 
the below-normal rains expected in parts of eastern Ethiopia, flash floods are likely to 
occur in these areas due to the expected heavy rains in the surrounding highlands.   
 
As a result, the national Flood Task Force issued a flood alert today, 18 August to urge 
Government and humanitarian actors to implement flood prevention and preparedness 
measures in at-risk communities. Ahead of the expected flood in the coming weeks, 
DRMFSS and OCHA are currently assessing the availability of emergency food and non-
food supplies for pre-positioning and the preparedness level of flood-prone communities. 
For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 

Refugee Update  
Last week, the daily arrival rate of South Sudanese refugees to Gambella region dropped 
to 487 people, down from 831 arrivals per day registered since mid-December 2013. As 
of 14 August, more than 185,000 South Sudanese refugees were registered and the 
number is growing by the day.  
 
The relocation of new arrivals from Pagak entry point to the new transit site, Pamdong, 
started on 2 August. Already hosting some 2,500 people, the site is reaching its full 
capacity of 3,000 people. WFP has dispatched 40MT of food to Pamdong to cover the 
one-month ration for 3,000 refugees. WFP will face critical funding shortfalls for its 
refugee operation from September onwards. US$42 million is urgently needed to cover 
needs until January 2015.  
 
UNHCR and ARRA, with the support from partners, are expediting the development of 
the new Nip Nip camp, with a capacity to host up to 20,000 people. Relocation of new 
arrivals to Nip Nip camp started on 14 August. Flood-affected refugees are prioritized for 
relocation to the new camp. Meanwhile, UNHCR and ARRA are promoting an action plan 
to relocate refugees to Okugu camp in Dimma woreda, 400 kilometers from Gambella. 
Okugu camp can accommodate an estimated 35,000 refugees, including the 6,000 
refugees already hosted in the camp. 
 
The current heavy seasonal rains continue to cause damage in the camps, transit centers 
and entry points. Thousands of refugees in Pagak entry point, Leitchor camp, and Matar 
and Pamdong transit centers were affected by flooding. The host community living in 
kebeles adjacent to refugee camps was also affected by the floods. For more information, 
contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 

No information received from Agriculture Sectors  

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 
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