
 
 
Seasonal Update 
The 9 April update from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction 
Centre indicates that sea surface temperatures (SST) in the central and eastern Pacific Ocean are increasingly 
warm reaching 0.1o Celsius in March 2013. Subsurface temperatures were above-average from April to 
November 2012 and below-average from December 2012 to early March 2013. According to NOAA, the El Niño 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are likely to remain neutral through the northern hemisphere summer 
2013 indicating the likelihood for a normal 2013 kiremt (June to September) rainy season. The ENSO 
phenomenon contributes significantly to seasonal climate fluctuations, often with substantial implications for 
humans and their environment. While an El Niño normally leads to normal- to above-normal rains over the 
eastern Horn of Africa, La Niña conditions, which originate in below-normal water temperatures in the Pacific 
Ocean, generally result in below-normal rainfall. 
 
Meanwhile, the latest National Meteorological Agency’s (NMA) weather outlook for the month of April re-confirms 
the earlier forecast of continued improvement of the belg (mid-February to May) rains – both in amount and 
distribution. Accordingly, normal to above-normal rainfall is expected in Gambella, SNNP, most parts of Oromia 
and the lowlands of Somali Regions, while eastern Tigray and Amhara Regions will likely receive near normal 
rainfall in April. Light rainfall is expected in Afar, Beneshangul Gumuz and western Amhara Region during the 
month. The improved rains are favourable for belg season agricultural activities, perennial plants, as well as for 
land preparation and planting of long-cycle crops. The improved rainfall performance will also lead to improved 
availability of water and pasture in the southern and south eastern pastoralist and agro-pastoralist areas. For 
more information, contact: FAO-Ethiopia@fao.org and dadimoswon@yahoo.com 
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 9 April, relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 
67per cent, including 84 per cent dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food 
Security Sector (DRMFSS), 55 per cent to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP), and 57 per cent to WFP-covered areas in the Somali Region. Meanwhile, dispatch of the Productive 
Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for February is ongoing, with 87 per cent of total allocations 
dispatched to Amhara, Afar, Oromia, Tigray and Somali Regions, as of 9 April; while the PSNP food allocation 
for March started, with 39 per cent of total allocation dispatched to Afar Region as of the same date. For more 
information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Refugee Update 
Following the large number of Somali refugee arrivals seen at the beginning of 2013, March saw a drop in new 
arrivals with 1,987 refugees registered during the month, down from 3,654 in January and 4,726 in February. At 
present, some 193,000 refugees are hosted across five camps in the Dollo Ado area. Meanwhile, heavy rains 
over the past few weeks have led to damages on infrastructures and spoils on refugee food stock in some of the 
Dollo Ado camps.  Also in the Somali region, a multi-agency assessment mission went to Gode zone - at the 
Ethiopia - Somalia border - from 26 to 28 March, following reports of a large population displacement in the 
neighboring Ceel Barde (El Berde) district of Somalia. The mission identified a small number of Somali refugees 
in Ethiopia’s Moradile area. Although the Government reiterated its commitment to facilitate cross-border 
humanitarian assistance to Somalis displaced in Somalia’s Ceel Barde district, close monitoring is required as 
any change in the security situation inside Somalia might force more Somalis to cross the Ethiopian border into 
Moradile and possibly beyond.  
 
In western Ethiopia, UNHCR and ARRA are focusing their efforts on relocating some 16,000 refugees from 
South Sudan living in host communities in Gambella’s Wanthowa woreda, to Pugnido camp. Reports indicate 
that more than 2,000 additional people from Jonglei State of South Sudan  arrived in the area since 20 February.  
In Beneshangul Gumuz, the small number of Sudanese refugees who sporadically cross the Ethiopian border 
are mostly accommodated in Sherkole, and some in Bambasi camps. To the north, there was a surge in new 
refugee arrivals from Eritrea over the past weeks, with 1,480 refugees registered in March. The arrival rate in the 
area has long been relatively steady at between 800 to 1000 new arrivals per month. UNHCR and ARRA are 
expediting the opening of the fourth camp in the area to accommodate new refugees should this arrival trend 
continues.   For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org  
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