
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                              6 January 2013 
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Key Events 

 Since fighting broke out on 15 December 2013, some 5,287 South Sudanese arrived in Ethiopia. The 
Government refugee agency, ARRA, and UNHCR, with support from partners, are coordinating the 
humanitarian assistance to the new arrivals. The UNHCR contingency plan is for 30,000 refugees, 15,000 in 
Gambella and 15,000 Benishangul Gumuz.  

 As of 31 December, nearly 150,000 Ethiopian migrants were repatriated from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: 
92,074 men, 49,722 women and 7,972 children, including 410 unaccompanied minors. The daily arrival rate 
decreased over the past weeks – only 22 returnees were registered on 1 January. IOM reports a funding gap 
of $12.35 million to cover costs incurred during the operation. Humanitarian assistance to the returnees is on-
going.  

 
Refugee Update 
Since the beginning of fighting in South Sudan on 15 December, Ethiopia received more than 5,200 refugees, the 
majority from the Agnuak community. The refugees are crossing the Ethiopian border primarily through the Akobo 
corridor in Gambella region. Pagak and Radd are additional entry points. The Government refugee agency, ARRA, 
and UNHCR, with support from partners, are planning the expansion of Gambella’s Fugnido and Okugo camps to 
accommodate the new arrivals. A new camp is also being established in Lietchor, Gambella region, which will have a 
capacity of 20,000 people. Upon completion, the camp will accommodate the refugees in Wahthowa woreda and 
Akobo – the existing caseload and the new arrivals. Given the level of insecurity, the relocation of the refugees in 
Akobo will be prioritized. Some 30,000 refugees are expected in this recent influx: 15,000 in Gambella and 15,000 in 
Benishangul Gumuz regions. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org         
 
WaSH Update 
At least nine water trucks are requested in the drought-affected areas of Afar and Tigray regions, of which four are 
operational in Bidu, Elidar, Erebti and Kori woredas of Afar region and in Erob and Raya Azebo woredas of Tigray 
region, benefiting 8,650 people. The Tigray Regional Water Bureau, with UNICEF support, is finalizing plans to deploy 
six additional water trucks for Raya Azebo (two trucks), Shiraro (one truck), Shire (two trucks) and Saesie Tsaeda 
Emba (one truck) woredas.  
 
The Government and partners continue to support sustainable water supply schemes in chronically water-insecure 
areas of the country. In Oromia region, three water schemes were maintained in Miyo woreda of Borena zone, 
benefiting 850 people. Similarly, the maintenance and rehabilitation of three water schemes in Chinaksen woreda of 
East Hararge zone enabled more than 7,000 people have access to potable water. GOAL and UNICEF continue to 
support the Government in assisting the estimated 40,000 Kenyans  displaced in the Moyale woredas (Somali and 
Oromia regions), with water trucking, water treatment chemicals, water containers, soap and WASH education and 
communication materials. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 2 January, distribution of the fifth round of relief food assistance reached 96 per cent and the sixth round 71 per 
cent. The dispatch of the seventh round of relief food reached 31 per cent as of the same date. The seventh round of 
relief food assistance includes a full ration and full basket in all areas, except in DRMFSS-assisted areas where 
beneficiaries will receive a reduced ration of corn soya blend (CSB).  
 
In addition, under the seventh round, 900,165 relief food beneficiaries in PSNP woredas in Amhara, Harar, Oromia 
and Tigray regions will receive the cash equivalent to the cereal relief food ration, from the 20 per cent PSNP 
contingency budget. This will be the first time when the PSNP contingency budget is used to cover resource gaps in 
the relief food operation. For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition, Education and Health sectors this week 
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