
 
 
National Needs Assessment Update 
The national needs assessment launched on 8 June in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray Regions (on 1 
June in Somali Region) concluded last week with a briefing for regional authorities by each assessment team. 
The biannual needs assessment covered areas that receive belg (mid-February to May) rains, as well as agro-
pastoralist areas in the eastern and southern lowlands that receive gu/ganna/sugum (April to June) rains. While 
a few of the regions used the national assessment methodology, the Household Economy Approach (HEA), as 
planned, others had to use the so-called “traditional” methodology to generate the assessment results. The 
assessment reports generated are to be endorsed by the regional authorities and sent to the federal Disaster 
Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), where they will serve as the basis for the revised 
Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), July-December 2012, which is expected to be launched before 
the end of the month. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org  
 
Food Assistance Update 
Dispatch of the fourth round of relief food assistance (June) targeting 3.4 million people nationwide reached 48 
per cent as of 25 June, while third round dispatch (April), targeting 3.2 million people, reached 94 per cent.  
 
WFP also reported that distribution of Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) rations for moderately 
malnourished children and pregnant and breastfeeding women has been completed in all 27 nutrition hotspot 
priority 1 woredas of SNNPR, and is ongoing in the 16 priority 2 woredas of the region. In Somali Region, 
allocation and dispatch of TSF supplies has started in priority 1 woredas where nutrition screening has been 
completed and in all 14 priority 1 woredas in Afar. All 192 nutrition hotspot priority 1 woredas nationwide and 
selected priority 2 woredas in SNNPR with high malnutrition rates and worsening food security will be targeted 
with TSF. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
WASH Update 
In response to the acute water shortages identified in Shinile zone (Somali Region), Oxfam GB has restarted 
water trucking operations in nine kebeles of Aisha, Erer, Hadagala, Shinile woredas. Communities in East and 
West Harerge and West Arsi zones of Oromia Region; Bidu, Dupti, Elidar, Erepti and Kori woredas in zones 1 
and 2 of Afar Region; East, West and Central zones of Tigray Region; as well as parts of Shinile zone  continue 
to suffer water shortages. The situation in the gu/ganna rain-receiving areas of Somali and Oromia Regions is 
likely to deteriorate in the coming months with the onset of the dry season. At present, the water trucking 
requirement countrywide stands at 48 trucks, with 40 operational in Afar (15 operational out of 16 required), 
Oromia (19 out of 26) and Tigray (all 6 required trucks operational). Rehabilitation of dysfunctional water 
schemes continues: IRC supported rehabilitation of 12 hand pumps and three boreholes in Tahitay Adiyabo and 
Tselemti woredas of North Western Tigray zone (Tigray), rehabilitation of five hand pumps and installation of six 
rainwater harvesting systems in Loka Abaya woreda of Sidama zone (SNNPR), and rehabilitation of six 
boreholes and installation of 10 rainwater harvesting systems in  schools and health facilities in Dawe Qachen, 
Seweyna, Rayitu, Goro and Berbere woredas of Bale zone (Oromia). In Afar, Save the Children UK is 
rehabilitating two shallow wells and completed a pipeline extension to health facilities in Bidu and Yalo woredas 
of zones 2 and 4 respectively. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Health Update 
No new cases of measles were reported from Gedeb woreda of Gedio zone and Sodo Zuria woreda of Gurage 
zone (SNNPR) during the past week – both woredas have been affected by measles outbreaks in recent 
weeks. Similarly, no new cases of meningitis were reported during the past week in SNNPR, where there had 
been an ongoing outbreak of meningitis since April 2012. An initial phase of the planned national meningitis 
vaccination campaign was completed in Kembata Tembaro and Wolayita zones on 21 May. Close monitoring 
of the affected areas, ongoing for the past three weeks, will continue over the coming two weeks to confirm the 
end of the outbreak. Preparatory activities for the next meningitis epidemic season (starting in October) will 
start in two weeks and will be based on the outcome of the monitoring exercise. Countrywide, new malaria 
cases continued to be reported in increasing number, including from nine woredas of Wolayita zone (SNNPR), 
South West Shewa, East Wellega, Horo Gudru, Illua Aba Bora and Jimma zones (Oromia), and Awi and West 
Gojam zones (Amhara) during the past week. Preventive and control measures are ongoing, including case 
treatment, distribution of insecticide treated nets (ITNs) and mass mobilization for environmental management 
near river banks and other water bodies. As the rainy season is conducive for mosquito breeding, the situation 
is likely to worsen if preventive activities are not strengthened and implemented on time, especially in Amhara. 
For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int  
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