
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                    30 June 2014

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 Launched on 15 June in Somali region and on 21 June countrywide, the multi-agency and multi-sector 
belg/gu/ganna/sugum needs assessment is on-going. The assessment findings will inform the revision of the 
humanitarian needs and monetary requirements identified in the 2014 annual Humanitarian Requirements 
Document (HRD) for the July-December period. 

 With Leitchor and Kule 1 camps already at full capacity, and Kule 2 camp quickly reaching its full capacity of 
30,000 people, UNHCR and the Government agreed on the immediate expansion of the two Kule camps. 
Meanwhile, UNHCR and the Government are discussing options for additional suitable camp sites.  

 The distribution of the third round of the 2014 relief food assistance started last week. The third round is 
currently at 44 per cent dispatched, while 140 MT of the 11,979 MT dispatched were distributed. 

 Following reports of a deteriorating humanitarian situation in Arsi zone of Oromia region, the Government’s 
Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) called an extraordinary emergency 
coordination meeting to facilitate an immediate response on Monday, 30 June 2014. 

National humanitarian needs assessment update 
The multi-agency and multi-sector national humanitarian needs assessment started on 15 June in Somali region and 
on 21 June countrywide. Deployed for two weeks, the assessment team comprising experts from Government, 
donors, NGOs and UN agencies will visit areas that receive belg (mid-February to May) rains, as well as agro-
pastoralist areas in the eastern and southern lowlands that receive gu/ganna/sugum (March to June) rains. The 
assessment findings will inform the revision of the humanitarian needs and monetary requirements identified in the 
2014 annual Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) for the July-December period.  

As of 9 June, the 2014 net humanitarian requirements1 were 44 per cent funded. The Targeted Supplementary 
Feeding (TSF) and the Health sectors were the highest funded at 54 per cent and 52 per cent, respectively, while the 
Agriculture and WaSH sectors were critically under-funded at 6 per cent and 2.17 per cent, respectively. For more 
information, contact OCHA-eth@un.org    

Refugee update 
As of 30 June, Gambella hosted 153,000 South Sudanese refugees who arrived in the region since mid-December 
2013. The daily arrival rate remains at between 400 and 600 people. IOM expedited the relocation of the new arrivals 
to camps to decongest the main entry points: Akobo, Burubiey and Pagak. Thus far, IOM relocated 92 per cent of the 
refugees to Leitchor, Kule 1 and 2, Pugnido and Okugu camps. All the 32,100 refugees who arrived at Burubiey entry 
point since April were relocated to Kule 2 camp, except 10,473 refugees who opted to stay with the host community 
and tend to their livestock. With Leitchor and Kule 1 camps already at full capacity, and Kule 2 camp quickly reaching 
its full capacity of 30,000 people, UNHCR and the Government agreed on the immediate expansion of the two Kule 
camps. Meanwhile, UNHCR and the Government are discussing options for additional suitable camp sites.  

UNHCR and the Government refugee agency, ARRA, with support from partners, continue to support multi-sector 
assistance to the refugees. According to WFP, the distribution of the monthly general food ration for June is almost 
completed in all the camps. WFP dispatched 8,682 MT of food to Gambella since December 2013. In addition, WFP 
reported that 8,393 MT of food commodities were moved by air, road and river to South Sudan since the cross border 
operation started in March. The shelter situation is reportedly improving with a new batch of tents expected to arrive in 
Addis Ababa soon. Nutrition surveys are on-going in Kule 1 and Leitchor camps. The survey results are expected to 
be released soon. The Government and health partners continue to strengthen outbreak prevention and control 
measures following reports of suspected cases of acute jaundice syndrome (AJS) and diarrhoea. At present, the 
US$102 million required for the South Sudanese refugee operation in Ethiopia is 38 per cent funded.  

In Tigray region, between 150 and 200 unaccompanied Eritrean refugee children – unaccompanied minors (UAMs) 
cross the Ethiopian border every month. Despite various challenges, including funding, UNHCR, ARRA and partners 
continue to strengthen the specialized assistance and protection to the minors. For more information, contact 
YEKOYE@unhcr.org 

Relief food update 
The distribution of the first round of relief food assistance stood at 97 per cent as of 25 June. As of the same date, the 
dispatch and distribution rates for the second round of relief food assistance stood at 95 and 58 per cent, respectively. 
The distribution of the third round of the 2014 relief food assistance started last week. The third round is currently at 
44 per cent dispatched, while 140 MT of the 11,979 MT dispatched were distributed. For more information, contact 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

No information received from Agriculture, Education, Health and Nutrition sectors this week 

                                                 
1 Net requirements = Total requirements for 2014 (US$402.9 million) minus available resources (US$51.6 million) at the 
beginning of the year. 


