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Key Events 

 Renewed inter-communal conflict in northern Kenya drives thousands into Ethiopia’s Moyale area. The 
Government and partners are assessing the situation to identify needs and plan for possible interventions.  

 The Ministry of health and health partners continue to respond to the on-going dengue fever and measles 
outbreaks.  

 IOM reports substantial funding gap to cover the costs for the post-arrival assistance being provided to the 
Ethiopians repatriated from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). 

 Resource shortfalls are expected for the first round of relief food assistance in 2014. 
 
Update on Saudi Returnees 
The Government, with support from humanitarian partners, continues to provide post-arrival assistance to the 
Ethiopians repatriated from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). From 13 November- when the repatriation started – 
to 15 December, 134,793 people returned to Ethiopia, including 83,717 men, 44,112 women and 6,964 children, 
including 232 un-accompanied minors (UAM). Food and water is provided to the returnees upon arrival, and a meal is 
given to those who stay overnight at the transit centres. Round the clock health and psychological assistance is 
provided at the airport and transit centres.  All children under-5 are also being vaccinated for measles and polio. As of 
11 December, 194 of the 232 UAMs were reunited with their families. In addition, IOM is providing transportation 
assistance between the airport, transit centres and bus station and cash (USD $50) for onward travels. The 
Government expects an additional 35,000 people from the KSA. Of the $15.6 million required for the operation, IOM 
reported a funding gap of $11.2 million as of 12 December. For more information, contact: sdimanche@iom.int  

Health Update 
Measles cases continue to be reported nationwide. Since January 2013, Oromia reported the highest number of 
outbreaks (81) followed by Amhara (20) and SNNP (19). Of the 5,937 suspected measles cases reported from 
January to October 2013, 2,858 were confirmed.  Children under-5 constitutes 37 per cent of the confirmed cases; 
children above 10 years account for 24 per cent of the cases; and children above 15 years account for 18 per cent of 
the cases.  The Ministry of Health, EHNRI/PHEM, WHO and UNICEF’s joint assessment of the measles outbreaks in 
Gamo Gofa zone, Wolayita zone and Hawassa town (SNNPR) also identified a shift in the age-group traditionally 
affected by measles. The assessment team recommended a non-selective measles outbreak response targeting 
children under-15 in all affected and adjacent woredas. 
 
Similarly, suspected cases of dengue fever continue to be reported in Dire Dawa city.  The Ministry of health, with 
support from health partners, continues to implement prevention and control activities, including case management 
and enhanced surveillance.  
 
Since the sixth case was reported on 19 September, no new wild polio virus cases were reported in the country. All 
regions are planning the second round polio NID, scheduled for 20-23 December. Based on vaccine availability, the 
campaign targets some 12.3 million children under-5. Some 3.1 million children under-15 are also targeted in all zones 
of the Somali region, five woredas in Bale zone of Oromia region, and three refugee camps in Benishangul Gumuz, 
Gambella and Somali regions. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 
Relief food update 
As of 11 December, distribution of the fifth round of relief food assistance stood at 91 per cent and the sixth round at 
38 per cent. The dispatch of the sixth round of relief food reached 94 per cent. The sixth round relief food assistance is 
being delivered at full basket and full ration, except for corn soya blend (CSB), which is at half ration. 
 
To cover the resource gap for the seventh round, the Government decided to use the 20 per cent PSNP contingency 
budget to distribute cash – equivalent to the cereal relief food ration – to relief food beneficiaries in PSNP-covered 
woredas. The seventh round of relief food assistance will be at full ration and full basket in all areas, except in 
DRMFSS-assisted areas where beneficiaries will receive a reduced ration of CSB. The seventh round will be the 
“bridging round” until the next Humanitarian Requirements Document is launched in mid-January. Resource shortfalls 
are expected for the first round of relief food assistance in 2014. For more information, contact 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

No information received from Agriculture, Nutrition, Education and WaSH sectors this week 


