
 
National Needs Assessment Update 
The multi-agency, multi-sectoral meher seasonal needs assessment is progressing in all regions covered, including 
Afar, Amhara, Beneshangul Gumuz, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray. The assessment covers areas that 
received kiremt (June to September) rains, as well as agro-pastoralist areas in the eastern and southern lowlands that 
received karma/karan (July to September) or deyr/hagaya (October to December) rains. The field assessment is 
expected to end on 13 December, with regional debriefings scheduled for 14 December in all areas. A subsequent 
federal level debriefing will be organized subsequently. The results of the assessment will inform the 2013 
Humanitarian Requirements Document (January-June), which is expected to be issued in early 2013. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   
Food Security Update 
According to the latest Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), preliminary estimates indicate that the 
meher harvest should be near- to slightly above-average in most surplus producing parts of western Ethiopia. Despite 
heavy, unseasonable rains in some areas, no major crop damage has been reported, although continued rain would 
increase risk of post-harvest losses in western Ethiopia. However, reduced yields are likely in most lowland areas of 
East and West Harerge (up to 25 per cent) and some parts of West Shewa zones (Oromia Region), parts of eastern 
Tigray and the lowlands of eastern Amhara due to early withdrawal of the kiremt rains, reduced land planted with 
meher crops, and localized hailstorms, flash floods and pest infestations. Normal – and in some cases above-normal – 
rainfall has largely replenished water sources and supported the regeneration of pasture across the southern and 
southeastern lowlands, including much of southern Somali, the lowlands of Borena and Guji zones (Oromia) and 
South Omo zone (SNNPR). 
The generally good seasonal rains have supported improved food security in benefitting areas. FEWS NET reports 
that poor households in kiremt-receiving western Ethiopia should largely be able to meet their food needs through the 
next harvest, while poor households in the eastern marginal meher-producing areas, most parts of southern Somali 
Region, southern Oromia, and the major sweet potato-growing and predominantly belg-producing southern zones of 
SNNPR will see household food stocks depleted more rapidly. Pocket areas in belg-dependent parts of Amhara, 
Oromia and Tigray, and chronically water-insecure parts of Afar (Bidu, Elidar, Erebti, Kori and Serdo woredas) and 
Somali (Harshin and Babile woredas of Fafan zone, Dollo Ado woreda of Liben zone, Dolobay woreda of Afder zone 
and parts of Siti zone) will continue to experience crisis conditions through the next harvest. For more information, 
contact: ethiopia@fews.net 
Relief Food Update 
As of 5 December, distribution of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 79 per cent. Dispatch of 
seventh round relief food, targeting 2.8 million, stood at 72 per cent. Note: the seventh round targeted all beneficiaries 
in the Somali Region, and those in Priority hotspot woredas in other regions (Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNPR and 
Tigray). On 29 November, the Government and humanitarian partners agreed that a “bridging” round of relief food 
assistance would target nutrition hotspot Priority 1 woredas in all regions (including Somali Region) in January 2013. 
The nutrition hotspot woreda list is currently being updated based on the preliminary results of ongoing nutrition 
screening and pre-meher assessments conducted. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org or ocha-
eth@un.org 
WASH Update 
Nationwide, 10 water trucks are currently operational, including seven in Tigray (compared to 11 required), two in Afar 
(five required) and one in Oromia (all required). In Oromia, a recent water needs assessment conducted by the East 
Hararge zonal authorities and partners recommended the deployment of five additional water trucks to serve 67,261 
drought-affected people in three woredas (Fedis, Kumbi and Midega Tole). The proposal is being reviewed by the 
Oromia Region Water Bureau. Following reports of severe water shortages from Erob woreda in Eastern zone 
(Tigray), a team comprising the Regional Early Warning and Food Security Bureau, Regional Water Bureau, Regional 
Health Bureau and WFP visited the area from 5 to 7 November, finding 53 (out of 140) water schemes in the area 
dysfunctional. This affects 7,500 people directly and puts another 10,300 people at risk of water shortages. The team 
recommended immediate deployment of water trucks and provision of water treatment chemicals in affected areas. 
Rehabilitation of dysfunctional, and construction of new, water schemes is also required. For more information, 
contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 
Refugee Update 
The Dollo Ado area of Somali Region saw a surge in new arrivals in late November: between 26 and 30 November, 
2,113 Somali refugees crossed into Ethiopia. This is a significant increase compared to the 763 new arrivals recorded 
during the previous week. Overall, November saw 3,652 new arrivals compared to 770 in October. The newest 
arrivals mostly come from the Gedo region of Somalia, with the large majority from Luuq, Belet Hawa and El Waq 
districts. Smaller numbers continue to arrive from Bakol region. The majority of the refugees identified increased 
insecurity and growing food insecurity due to poor rains as reasons for leaving their areas of origin. This renewed 
surge underscores the need to establish a sixth camp in the Dollo Ado area, approval for which was secured in 
October. However, construction of the new camp requires more than US$ 5 million, with at least $1.5 million needed 
for the initial phase (site preparation, planning and land demarcation). For more information, contact 
gegziabk@unhcr.org  
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