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FIGURES 

Total Afghan 
Population 

27 m 

Conflict Induced 
IDPs 

~486,000 

Undocumented 
Afghans in Iran 

1.4 m 

Registered 
Afghans in Iran 

1 m 

Undocumented 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1 m 

Registered 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1.9 m 

Registered in 
other countries 

200,000 

Source: UNHCR/IOM as of 12/2012 

CHAP FUNDING 

471 million  
requested (US$) 

 

1% funded 

 

 

  

 

 

Measles epidemic stopped by massive 
vaccination campaign 
Faced with a looming 
emergency, health 
partners mounted a 
countrywide measles 
and polio vaccination 
campaign which was 
successfully rolled out 
over the past six 
months. The campaign 
prevented up to 40,000 
cases of measles and 
averted 2,000 child 
deaths. In the course of 
the campaign, 23 NGO 
partners - supported by 
the Ministry of Public 
Health, UNICEF and 
WHO - vaccinated 10.9 
million children for measles and 11.7 million children for polio.  

The campaign was conducted against the background of a recent measles epidemic 
which killed 500 children between November 2011 and March 2012. That outbreak 
signalled a three-fold increase in cases compared to the average, and called for an 
urgent and robust response.  

“The campaign allowed us to vaccinate children that live in areas that are usually not 
covered. Usually, the measles vaccine targets children up to 2 years, but in this 
campaign, we decided to vaccinate children up to the age of 10. During and after the 
campaign, we already noticed a decrease in the measles outbreaks,” says Charlotte 
Berthier, Country Director of Première Urgence - Aide Médicale Internationale. 

“The main challenge was insecurity. In Kunar province, some areas hadn’t been covered 
in a long time because of the security situation”, Ms. Berthier confirms. “We selected 
National Immunization Day volunteers in the villages as they enjoyed a higher degree of 
acceptance than volunteers coming from outside. Therefore the whole vaccination 
campaign was less sensitive and there was an increased acceptance by the local 
people.”  
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The campaign's access was strong, reaching 94% of targeted children.  In 53 districts, 
where coverage was below 80% mop-up campaigns are planned in the first half of 2013.  

Afghanistan most dangerous country for aid 
workers worldwide  
According to the latest Aid Worker Security Report by Humanitarian Outcomes, 
Afghanistan has been the most violent setting for humanitarian action since 2006, 
followed by Somalia, South Sudan, Pakistan and Sudan. 72 percent of all attacks against 
humanitarian workers worldwide are concentrated in these five countries, and the high 
number of attacks in Afghanistan continued into 2013. 

January saw 27 security incidents involving humanitarian workers in 15 provinces of 
Afghanistan, driven by active hostilities and physical access constraints related to winter.  

Well-established regional patterns were evident, and abductions were a prominent 
feature. Six humanitarians were abducted in Faryab, Ghor and Kabul, five of whom were 
released. Faryab had the highest number of abductions of humanitarian workers in the 
country. Overall, Afghan staff are at greater risk of abductions than internationals. 
However, an abduction of an international NGO worker took place in Kabul on 27 
January. In Hilmand, a demining staff was killed while resisting an abduction attempt.  

Beneficiaries’ access to basic services 

Current conflict trends continue to inflict significant harm and fatalities on the civilian 
population and obstruct their access to basic services.  

In Farah, two attacks compromised access to education facilities. Two female students 
sustained injuries during an attack near their school, a primary school for boys was 
burned down and their teachers were threatened to stop teaching any other subject than 
religious education. Health facilities and personnel were caught up in four hostile events 
in Nangarhar, Ghor, Kunar and Faryab. 
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The Transporters Union strike in Pakistan caused delays in shipment of relief items to 
Afghanistan. Badakhshan was badly affected by winter conditions, slowing down the 
delivery of humanitarian aid. AOG burned down a bridge connecting twenty villages to the 
district centre, which prevented aid from being delivered by road. 

IDP numbers continue to grow yet durable 
solutions remain elusive 
Conflict-induced internal displacement has risen steadily since 2009. At the start of 2013 
the IDP population reached almost half a million. In 2012 alone, more than 94,000 people 
were newly displaced by conflict. More than 85% of the current IDP population is people 
displaced in the last two years. Displacement in 2012 accounted for a 7.4% increase 
compared to 2011. 

In 2012, the nature of displacement became more protracted, coupled with secondary 
displacement. This is a result of increased conflict intensity, the fragmentation of armed 
groups and weak rule of law.  People are prevented from returning to their places of origin 
because of conflict, the presence of landmines, the destruction of livelihoods and 
property, and ongoing intimidation by AGE.  Poor access to basic services, few livelihood 
opportunities and insecurity combine to deprive IDPs of their basic human rights, 
including the right to dignity and peaceful existence. 

Urban displacement is growing. In Kabul alone, some 33.000 slum dwellers are acutely 
vulnerable. The same pattern is evident in Jalalabad, Kandahar, Hirat and Mazar. While 
humanitarian assistance may provide temporary relief of the symptoms, the underlying 
causes must be addressed by government and development actors.  Durable solutions 

Source: UNHCR 
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for the displaced should be underpinned by policies that promote the full range of options 
- return, integration or relocation elsewhere – and the adoption of a national IDP policy 
should be accelerated.   

The government has been reluctant to allow infrastructural improvements in urban slum 
areas as this might encourage permanent settlement on land that is occupied illegally. 
But even for the IDPs who wish to go back to their places of origin, it is not a 
straightforward choice.  

“Our dream is to return to where we came from” 

The story of a slum dweller in one of Kabul’s Informal Settlements 

 

My name is Row Gul. I was born in Nangarhar 
province, on the border with Pakistan, 65 years ago.  

During Soviet occupation we lived through 
bombardment and constant insecurity, and several 
of my family members were killed. Eventually we 
could take no more, and fled to Pakistan - over the 
mountains - by foot. Pakistan offered us shelter and 
education, and we stayed in the camps for 20 years. 

We returned to Afghanistan when Taliban was 
ousted in 2001 and President Karzai came to power. 
At that point, we thought it safe to return, and we 
were full of hope that the new government would 
help us find land and livelihoods.  

Because we had no land in our place of origin, we decided to go to Kabul. When we 
arrived here, there was no one to greet us apart from UNHCR. The government did 
nothing to help meet our basic needs, and didn’t allocate any land. We soon realized we 
had been better off in Pakistan. In Kabul we lived in utter destitution and poverty, we 
had no status, we were stigmatized and disappointed. 

After almost 12 years living in the slum in Kabul, little has changed. Only 3% of our 
children attend school. Most people can’t afford stationary for their children, and most 
teaches won’t accept our children as pupils if they don’t have notebooks and other basic 
school equipment. This means that we remain illiterate and poor. Most of our children 
spend their day begging on the congested streets of Kabul. Some of them die as a 
direct consequence of this, because of pollution and cold which leads to pneumonia and 
other diseases. Once they fall ill, we can’t afford the medicine they need to get better.  

This morning a 3 year old girl died. We don’t have anywhere to bury her, because we 
have no land. Her mother is a beggar and her father is a drug addict. We, the 
grandmothers, take care of the sick children, including the orphans, as best as we can. 
But once they get sick, it is really hard to keep them alive. There is no clean water, no 
sanitation, and we live in flimsy, draughty tents surrounded by mud. Our children are 
filthy, cold and hungry. During the winter our men and boys have no income, because 
construction work stops. Our only source of income is begging. At the start of this 
winter, UNHCR gave us blankets.  We also received fuel and other relief items to help 
us get through the winter.  

Our dream is to return to where we came from, but there are many reasons we can’t go 
back. In Nangarhar, particularly in Acheen district, (where I am from) Taliban is in 
control so we will not have any protection from the government. We also need land. If 
only the government would give us some land, we could build our own shelter. 

All in all, we are probably better off in this miserable slum than in Nangarhar. If we have 
to choose between living in a slum and living in the middle of the fighting, we prefer 
staying here. 

  

Credit:  Moqamuddin Siraj / OCHA 
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For further information, please contact:  
Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101 
Christophe Verhellen, Public Information Officer, verhellen@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1132 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

ERF funds lifesaving winter assistance to 
urban IDPs 

 

In January, ERF funded the Danish Refugee Council to deliver life saving winter 
assistance to extremely vulnerable Afghans living in Kabul’s Informal Settlements. 
Specifically, the DRC project distributed firewood and fuel to more than six thousand 
families in 62 sites during the critical winter period.  The size of the grant was USD 
280,172. 
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