
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Typhoon Rammasun brings 

winds of 130 kph and gusts 

of 185 kph in the Philippines 

first typhoon of 2014.  

 Underfunded Emergency 

CERF allocation assists with 

emergency health posts. 

 IOM partners local 

government to identify 

alternative evacuation 

centres. 

 Plans for World 

Humanitarian Day on 19 

August. 

FUNDING 

Typhoon Haiyan 

781 million  
requested (US$) 

 

59% funded 

 

Zamboanga Action Plan 
(revised) 

12.8 million  
requested (US$) 

 

45% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 

First typhoon of the year makes landfall 
Typhoon Rammasun (locally known as Glenda) made 

landfall in Albay in the Bicol region on the afternoon of 

15 July and exited the Philippine Area of Responsibility 

on 17 July.  It was the first typhoon of 2014 to make 

landfall in the Philippines since the beginning of the 

monsoon season.  

Rammasun travelled through South Luzon, Albay and 

Metro Manila before heading towards Bataan bringing 

torrential rains and winds of 130 kph, with gusts of 185 

kph. The National Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Council ((NDRRMC), 24 July) reported 98 

deaths and 630 injuries, while five people remain 

missing. Approximately four million people (887,391 

families) were affected in seven regions, with the largest 

numbers in Region V (1,984,129 people) and Region IV-

A (1,372,751 people).  

The response was managed at regional level with pre-

positioned food and non-food items, medicines, logistics and telecoms, while two C130 

aircraft and helicopters were available through the government. There was significant 

damage to infrastructure, housing and communications, in some areas.  

In Region VIII, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) reported 

116,967 affected families (around 534,686 individuals) with 55,644 displaced families 

(246,152 individuals) at the height of the typhoon.  Many people said they had gone to 

the evacuation centres (ECs) out of personal preference, rather than wait for instructions 

for fear that Rammasun would prove as strong as last year’s Typhoon Haiyan. The 

number of damaged houses amounted to 72,129 of which 9,561 were totally damaged 

according to the latest DSWD numbers.  

This was the first time the Government’s new response approach of augmenting the 

capacity of affected regions with a twin province from an unaffected area was available. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator remained in close contact with government counterparts 

while the Humanitarian Country Team was on standby to assist with pre-positioned 

stocks; however no assistance was required in this instance. The Philippines is affected 

by more than 20 typhoons each year.  
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Refurbished health stations for central 
Mindanao 
Communities in hard to reach geographical areas benefit 

The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated more than US$2.9 million from 
the Underfunded Emergency (UFE) window in 2013 for central Mindanao.  Supporting the 
protracted needs of the people, including health, the UFE grant was allocated to areas 
which experienced multiple displacements either from conflict or natural disaster.  Part of 
the UFE allocation went towards the cost of refurbishing barangay (neighbourhood) 
health stations (BHS).  

Five BHS in the municipality of 
South Upi, province of 
Maguindanao, benefited. These 
health stations are located in 
difficult geographical terrain in 
barangays Pandan, Kuya, Pilar, 
Kigan and San Jose.  The 
refurbished BHS serve as life-
saving stations for communities 
in South Upi.     

Three agencies – IOM, WHO 
and UNFPA – came together to 
strengthen the health facilities 
and to improve access to 
services for communities.  IOM 
provided health equipment and 
supplies as well as repairs; WHO also provided repairs as well the essential medicines 
and supplies; and UNFPA conducted mobile clinic and community reproduction health 
and gender-based violence information sessions.   

The health projects were carried out in partnership with the Integrated Provincial Health 
Office (IPHO)-Maguindanao and different non-government organizations (NGOs) such as 
Health Organization for Mindanao (HOM), Muslim Youth Religious Organization Inc. 
(MYROi), Mindanao Organization for Socio-Economic Progress (MOSEP), Mangungaya 
Mindanao Inc. (MMI) and Central Mindanao Integrated Livelihood Assistance for Rural 
Development Foundation (CEMILARDEF). 

The municipalities were selected after inter-agency assessment by the Mindanao 
Humanitarian Team using priority ranking and prioritization mechanism for the CERF 
projects. 

Dengue fever cases treated in Zamboanga 

Around 64,000 people remain displaced as a result of last year’s fighting in Zamboanga, 
many living in make shift tents and ECs with inadequate sanitation. With heavy rainfall 
over the past number of weeks increasing the risk of disease outbreak, 18 people 
residing in Tulungatong Transitory Site were admitted to Zamboanga City Medical Centre 
with suspected dengue fever. Subsequent testing confirmed the cases and treatment was 
successfully completed for 17 patients, who were later discharged. One fatality was 
recorded.  

The city health office responded with water and sanitation activities in Tulungatong, along 
with a clean-up operation. Close monitoring continues, both in Tulungatong and other 
transitory sites as well as ECs. The response to date has been effective, with only three 
new cases of dengue fever confirmed. 

 

      Source: IOM, Zamboanga, July 2014  

Three agencies- IOM, 

WHO and UNFPA came 

together to strengthen 

health facilities and 

improve access to 

services for 

communities. 
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Government announce recovery and 
rehabilitation phase after Typhoon Haiyan 
Focus turns to preparedness for humanitarian community 

The recovery and rehabilitation phase of Typhoon Haiyan was officially announced by the 
Secretary of the Department of Social Welfare and Development on 4 July 2014 with the 
humanitarian cluster structure transitioning accordingly. The Haiyan response intervention 
will be managed through the government’s cluster framework under the Office of the 
Presidential Assistant for Rehabilitation and Recovery (OPARR).   

The emergency response to Typhoon Haiyan, believed to be the strongest typhoon to 
ever make landfall, involved a massive response from Government, as well as the 
humanitarian and international community.  In the days, weeks and months following the 
disaster, the emergency response scaled up to provide vital life-saving measures to 
control the risk of a disease outbreak and provide the necessary nutrition, WASH, and 

emergency shelter for the 
millions affected.   

While the emergency phase has 
wound down, full recovery from 
the devastation caused by 
Haiyan is a formidable task that 
will take many years to 
complete. In the meantime there 
are still thousands of families 
who will remain vulnerable to 
multiple typhoon seasons. 
Efforts to minimize the 
vulnerability of these people will 
be addressed through 
preparedness efforts already in 
the pipeline.  The gaps in 
shelter and related WASH 

needs remain the most urgent, with families continuing to live in temporary shelters, 
fearing what the monsoon season will bring. Protection of the most vulnerable and the 
rebuilding of schools will also remain a challenge for the Government’s plan.  

In anticipation of the scaling down of the humanitarian response, OCHA’s Roxas office 
transferred to Iloilo to ensure closer coordination between government agencies and the 
humanitarian community.  The move to Iloilo will strengthen cooperation with the Office of 
Civil Defense (OCD) and the Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(RDRRMC) in support of local government units (LGUs). Closer cooperation is required to 
scale up preparedness efforts for the monsoon season. The strengthening of the Iloilo 
office allows for greater reaching out and capacity building of LGUs at this crucial time, as 
well as monitoring of the residual needs of people affected by Typhoon Haiyan. 

IOM work to identify evacuation centres 
Survey results prompts action 

IOM released the details of an assessment they conducted in Eastern Samar in April 
2014.  The study showed very few ECs remained safe for use in the Typhoon Haiyan 
affected areas and rebuilding these centres will take significant time and money.  

In light of the findings, IOM conducted a detailed assessment in Guiuan municipality 
focusing on alternate buildings, including private houses, which could be used as informal 
ECs.  A listing by barangay was generated which identified available designated and 
informal evacuation buildings and their capacity.  This information was shared with local 
government officials and identification of alternative ECs is now being repeated for the 
remaining municipalities in Samar and Eastern Samar.  While the ‘alternative’ ECs may 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: OCHA/Gemma Cortes, Tacloban, 25 December 2013 
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For further information, please contact:  
Orla Fagan, Public Information Officer, fagano@un.org, Tel. (+63) 9175977219 
Jean-Luc Tonglet, Acting Head of Office, tonglet@un.org, Tel. (+63) 9175974722 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | 
www.reliefweb.int 

not be sufficiently sound from a structural perspective to resist strong typhoons, the 
assessments identify available solid buildings in the respective areas. 

Further recent assessments of ECs in Leyte (including Tacloban city) revealed a better 
situation with about two-thirds still usable. In Region VI (western Visayas), 75 per cent of 
the ECs designated prior to Typhoon Haiyan were assessed and still usable in the event 
of a typhoon of similar level in the near future. 

IOM is supporting local governments and vulnerable communities to enhance and also 
increase the level of preparedness for the upcoming typhoon system.  They are also 
assisting vulnerable people in adapting to climate change and enhancing disaster risk 
management and reduction  

Plans underway to celebrate World 
Humanitarian Day 
World Humanitarian Day on 19 August marks the day that 22 UN and aid workers lost 
their lives when UN Headquarters in Baghdad was attacked in 2003. It is now used as an 
opportunity to celebrate the spirit that inspires humanitarian work around the world. On 
this special day every year the spotlight turns to the humanitarian community by raising 
awareness of humanitarian issues and acknowledge the suffering of the people who are 
served by this community.  

This year’s campaign will celebrate the thousands of humanitarian heroes in your 
community, in your country and across the globe.  As part of this celebration a brand new 
online community will be launched to engage socially conscious citizens.  Joining the 
social media platform will help advocate and leverage Messages of Humanity.  It is 
expected that this year’s campaign will reach greater numbers and create more 
advocates to highlight the plight of the many millions of people across the globe. 

Details can be found on http://worldhumanitarianday.org  
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