
 
National Needs Assessment Update 
Assessment teams in all regions, including Afar, Amhara, Beneshangul Gumuz, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP, Somali 
and Tigray have completed the assessment field work and begun the process of consolidating their findings and 
debriefing regional authorities. The assessment results will inform the 2013 Humanitarian Requirements Document 
(January-June), which is expected to be launched in early 2013. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

Malaria Response Update  
More than 1.7 million cases of malaria have been reported from five regions (Amhara, Beneshangul Gumuz, Oromia, 
SNNP and Tigray) since January 2012, of which 122,621 cases were reported in the week ending 24 November. The 
cases are mainly from Amhara (30 per cent), SNNP (28.2 per cent) and Oromia (22.5 per cent), according to the 
Public Health Emergency Management (PHEM) unit of the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute. The 
Ministry of Health, Regional Health Bureaus and health partners continue implementing malaria prevention and control 
measures, including case management, distribution of insecticide treated nets, and indoor residual spraying. The 
November case fatality rate (CFR ≤1) indicates the success of such measures. However, inconsistent implementation 
of the new malaria treatment guidelines (some health facilities still using the old version) and weak reporting in some 
areas (reporting rate below 80 per cent) are outstanding concerns that need to be addressed. Countrywide, some 20 
million people live in 160 malaria hyper hotspot woredas. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int.  

WASH Update  
Good seasonal rains have largely replenished water sources and supported regeneration of browse and pasture in 
most chronically water-insecure areas in the country. However, pocket areas reporting no or insufficient rainfall 
continue to experience water shortages, including parts of Afder zone and Dollo Ado woreda in Liben zone, and 
especially Dollo Ado town (Somali Region); Bidu, Elidar, Erebti, and Kori woredas in northern Afar; drought-prone 
areas in East and West Harerge zones (Oromia); and parts of Tigray Region (Erob, Hintalo Wajirat, Kafta Humera, 
Klite Awlalo, Raya Azebo, Shiraro, Shire and Wore Lehe woredas). Currently, 10 water trucks are operational 
nationwide, including seven in Tigray, one in Oromia and two in Afar. An additional six trucks have been requested in 
Tigray. The Oromia Regional Water Bureau is also reviewing a proposal from the East Harerge zonal authorities for 
five additional water trucks to serve some 67,261 drought-affected people in Fedis, Kumbi and Midega Tole woredas. 
In addition, the NGO ADHORN is operating one water truck with UNICEF support to serve flood-affected communities 
in Marato kebele of Korahe town (Somali Region). For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Relief Food Update 
As of 12 December, distribution of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 88 per cent, including 
72 per cent to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) and 93 per cent 
to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP), with distribution completed in all areas 
covered by WFP (Somali Region). Meanwhile, dispatch of seventh round relief food, targeting 2.8 million people, 
stood at 85 per cent. DRMFSS and partners have also agreed to distribute a “bridging” round in January 2013, with 
allocations to follow the reconfirmation of the targeted caseload. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Price Update 
Ethiopia’s year-on-year inflation eased slightly in November, down from 15.8 per cent in October to 15.6 per cent, 
according to the latest report from the Central Statistics Agency. The national monthly Consumer Food Price Index 
also showed a mild decline for the second consecutive month. While the direction of change is consistent with 
seasonal expectations, the magnitude of change is less predicted by the five-year average. Overall, prices remain 
elevated compared to the five-year average. Seasonally, both food and cereal prices are expected to decline mildly 
over the next two months as more of the meher harvest reaches the market. The size of price declines will depend on 
the size of the harvest, although many other factors such as market structure, market inertia and international prices 
are also influential. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  

Education Update 
The Gambella Regional Education Bureau has requested education materials to meet the needs of some 3,500 flood-
affected children in Wantowa woreda, including exercise books, pens, pencils, chalk, rulers and blackboards. In 
Somali Region, the Adadle Woreda Education Office (Shabelle zone) and UNICEF have started rehabilitating one 
school and are delivering education supplies to benefit 50 students. Also in Somali, construction of a new primary 
school in Melkadida town is complete, benefiting an estimated 400 children. The new school will increase school 
capacity, which has been overstretched by the influx of Somali refugees into Dollo Ado woreda. For more information, 
contact: eyerusalem.azmeraw@savethechildren.org  
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