
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 HIGHLIGHTS 

 Fragile gains could be reversed 

without continued donor support. 

 Critical malnutrition rates in Gedo 

region. 

 Estimated number of IDPs in the 

Afgooye corridor revised. 

 

 DISPLACEMENT  
# of IDPs in  
Somalia 

1.36 m 

# of Somali refugees  
in the Horn region 

1 m 

# of Somali refugees in  
Kenya 

 
532,222 

# of Somali refugees in 
Ethiopia  

 
204,839 

# of new arrivals of 
Somali refugees in the 
Horn region Jan-June  

 44,734 

source: 
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-
of-africa/regional.php  

 

  

FUNDING 
2012 Consolidated Appeal  

$576 million 
funded as of 13 July, 2012 

 

 
 

Aid must be sustained to prevent further crisis  
The food security situation is expected to deteriorate in agropastoral parts of southern 
Somalia in the lean months leading up to the harvest in August. This follows the 
underperformance of the Gu (long) rains between April and June, which will likely result in 
a late and below-average harvest. However, the food security situation is expected to 
continue improving in most pastoral areas and in Mogadishu, according to the Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) Quarterly Brief of 25 June.  

The mixed outlook for different parts of Somalia means that, if aid levels are maintained, 
the overall number of people in crisis will likely remain unchanged at 2.51 million in the 
second half of the year. An additional 1.3 million people are in a stressed food security 
situation and are at risk of sliding back into crisis without sustained assistance.  

While a return to famine conditions is not expected, the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network issued an alert on 18 June calling on the humanitarian community in Somalia to 
scale up assistance to address unusually high needs in agropastoral areas in coming 
months. The areas dependent on rain-fed farming in the southern and central regions 
where the situation will likely deteriorate include Bay, Bakool and Gedo regions, as well 
as parts of Lower and Middle Juba and Lower and Middle Shabelle regions. FSNAU also 
reported that concerns remain about sheep/goat pastoralists along the Indian Ocean 
coastline of the central and northern zones and the coastal areas of Awdal and Wooqoi 
Galbeed regions in the Gulf of Aden. 

The nutrition situation is likely to improve in Lower Shabelle region and Mogadishu urban 
populations in the second half of the year. However, the prevailing nutrition situation 
generally in southern Somalia is not expected to change. (See link for more information) 
http://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Nutrition-Update-May-June-2012.pdf   

Food insecurity leads to displacement    

The flow of people from Bay, Bakool and other regions towards the border with Ethiopia 
continues. Those on the move cite conflict, reports of forced recruitment into armed 
groups and food insecurity as reasons for their displacement. Over 3,000 people were 
registered as new arrivals in Dollo Ado refugee camp in Ethiopia during the month of 
May. IDP populations in Dollow Somalia are currently estimated at 13,000. In Luuq 
figures that range between 500 and 2,000 households. In Balet Xawa, partners have 
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reported over 2,000 IDP households, some in settlements and others integrated with the 
host community   
 
In Afmadow, Lower Juba, reports indicate that an estimated 12,000 people were 
displaced to the surrounding villages over the past six months as the Kenyan Defence 
Forces (KDF), now part of AMISOM, and the Transitional Federal Government forces 
advanced against Al Shabaab. Reports indicate that the majority of displaced returned as 
soon as the fighting subsided. A recent rapid needs assessment conducted in the area by 
a local NGO has identified food and health care as the priority needs of the displaced.  
 
Humanitarian groups remain concerned about a deterioration of humanitarian conditions 
in Lower Juba region due to on-going military operations towards Kismaayo. Civilian 
casualties, disruption of economic activities and at least temporary displacement are 
anticipated.  

Clusters focus on underserved areas  

Malnutrition response in Gedo 

Nutrition surveys conducted between April and June by FSNAU show persistent high 
malnutrition rates in Gedo. The highest Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates were 28.4 
per cent among pastoralists and 25.9 per cent among displaced people. This is mainly 
attributed to challenges of food insecurity and limited humanitarian access in some areas. 

One in four children in the settlements in Kabasa and Qansaley in Gedo region is 
malnourished. The Nutrition Cluster’s immediate response has been to increase door-to-
door nutrition screening and referral of children to nutrition centers for treatment. The 
cluster is also taking advantage of the improved security and subsequent greater access 
in western Gedo to address the nutritional needs of populations in transit to Kenya and 
Ethiopia.  A unique cooked meals programme implemented by the Nutrition and Food 
Security Clusters is providing porridge two to three times a day, reaching at least 68,000 
children since January. The 
programme is being conducted in 
Doloow and Luuq in Gedo and 
Dhobley in Lower Juba and is also 
reaching poor host communities. 
Families are provided with high 
energy biscuits while children under 
age 5 receive supplementary food.      

Overall, Nutrition Cluster partners 
reached 240,300 people in the first 
four months of the year, among them 
74,000 children, through a blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP). The 
programme, which started in September 2011 following the declaration of famine, is 
instrumental in preventing under-nutrition in general and averting seasonal peaks of 
acute malnutrition. 

Safety net interventions supporting livelihoods 

With the need for food security interventions on the rise, the Food Security Cluster is 
employing safety net programmes through food and voucher modalities, emergency 
school feeding and household support to food insecure individuals. In May, the cluster 
reached 2.4 million people across Somalia; of these, 685,525 were in Mogadishu, 
628,091 in the southern regions, 371,888 in central regions and 767,152 in the northern 
regions.  

Mobile health services expand in Bay and Bakool 

Approximately 21,000 people received health services over the past six months in 
previously highly inaccessible districts in Bay and Bakool regions. Seven mobile health 
services are now operating in parts of Wajiid, Xudur and Tiyeglow districts in Bakool and 

Nutrition Cluster partners 
reached 240,300 people from 
January to April, among them 
74,000 children, through a 
blanket supplementary feeding 
programme. 

Number of children and women reached in Gedo with 
BSFP. January-April 2012 
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Baidoa, Burhakaba and Qansadheere districts in Bay. Some of the ailments treated 
include malaria, suspected measles and cholera.  

Tri-cluster strategy addresses IDP needs in 
Mogadishu 
Aid workers continued to address the needs of displaced Somalis in Mogadishu in May 
and June. The Health, Shelter and Water 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Clusters 
have developed a tri-cluster strategy to 
address needs in the Zona-K and ‘77’ 
IDP settlements, in Hodan and Daynile 
districts, respectively, and in IDP 
settlements in Dhakeynley and Wadajir. 
A coordinator to manage the 
implementation of the tri-cluster strategy 
arrived in Mogadishu in June.   

In order to reach the newly displaced and 
poor residents in Mogadishu, the WASH 
cluster extended a piped water system, 
water vouchers and chlorination of 
water sources was also scaled up.  
Partners are rehabilitating boreholes 
through replacement and/or repair of old generators and pumps.  In the absence of 
proper functioning systems in Mogadishu, settlements were characterized by heaps of 
garbage and overflowing latrines, leading to increased susceptibility to acute watery 
diarrhoea (AWD) and cholera.  To address this, the United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-HABITAT) in collaboration with the Banadir region administration and 
other WASH agencies, are working on a suitable model for collection and disposal of 
sludge in IDP camps, health facilities and schools.  

The WASH cluster is increasingly collaborating with the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) coalition partners to share progress on each other’s activities. Since 
mid-May, the OIC partners drilled seven of the 12 boreholes planned for Mogadishu, 
while related water storage and distribution works are at different stages of construction. 
This will significantly improve access to clean water among residents and IDPs and will 
ultimately improve the health of the population.  

Durable solutions for Galkacyo IDPs 
An all-inclusive project focusing on the needs of some of the most vulnerable groups, 
including female-headed households, the elderly and people with disabilities, was 
implemented in Galkacyo in Puntland. During the reporting period, the initiative, 
supported by UNHCR and implemented by the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), 
provided 250 IDP families in the Halabboqad settlement with newly constructed 
permanent housing. In addition, the project provided families with latrines and sanitation 
kits and raised awareness on hygiene and infectious diseases within the community. To 
enhance the protection of women and children, some 30 solar lighting posts were erected 
around the project. A similar project funded by the Government of Japan through 
UNHCR, benefitted 50 families in Burao, Somaliland.  

Focus moves away from Child Friendly Spaces  
With students resuming studies in existing regular schools, almost all of the 280 Child 
Friendly Spaces (CFSs) that were supported by the Education Cluster have closed down. 
Set up last year at the height of the humanitarian crisis CFSs were always intended as a 
short-term intervention. They provided psychosocial support through structured and 

Credit: SCAAID  
Aid workers are scaling up response to address the needs 
of the displaced in Mogadishu.  

 

OIC partners drilled seven of 
the 12 boreholes planned for 
Mogadishu. Related water 
storage and distribution 
works are at different stages 
of construction. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Orla Fagan, Reports Officer, fagano@un.org, Tel. (+254) 786 527 210 
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734 800 120 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

supervised play and learning activities, and an environment to relieve stress and fear, 
children an opportunity to recover. 

According to the latest report from Education Cluster 
partners, 571,000 students are now enrolled in regular 
schools throughout the country.  Innovations such as 
school feeding programmes are successfully 
increasing enrolment and retention, especially of girls.  

However, partners also reported that enrolment in 
Lower Shabelle region recently decreased to 74,320 
from 87,400, probably as the result of ongoing 
insecurity in the Afgooye corridor. The cluster is 
following up to establish which schools were affected.  

Other CFSs are still serving populations that need 
them, including three set up by the Education Cluster 
in Mogadishu that benefit 300 children (50 per cent 
girls). Another 390 CFCs set up by the Protection 
Cluster continue to operate, although most of those 
have been handed over to communities or partner 
organisations. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 One year after declaration of famine – press briefing - 17 July (for more 
information contact maingir@un.org)  

 CAP 2012 – Mid-Year Review Launch – 19 July 2012 

 

New products on OCHA website:  

 OCHA video - Helping Displaced Somalis to Live in Dignity - 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49egalEk8wA&feature=player_embedded  

 WHO: Access to essential health services through mobile clinics in 
Somalia   - 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1jB6pWGSAo&feature=player_embedded  

 Humanitarian Dashboard – May 2012 -
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1341397  

 Humanitarian Access Map – May 2012 - 
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1341595  

Credit: UNICEF 
Child Friendly Spaces have been a safe haven 
for children affected by conflict  

Child friendly spaces were 
created to provide psychosocial 
support ….and an opportunity 
for the children to relieve stress 
and fear. 


