
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Girls in Taleex IDP settlement in Bondhere, Mogadishu. Credit: CISP  

 77 cholera cases confirmed 
in Balcad 

 1.2 million people reached 
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UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator visits 
Somalia 
The Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency 
Relief Coordinator (DERC), Catherine Bragg, traveled to Mogadishu from 8-9 May. Bragg 
visited Zona K and Rajo IDP settlements, where she observed first hand local and 
international aid workers collaborating in Somalia. ASG Bragg underscored the 
importance of partnerships to 
better assist vulnerable people in 
Somalia. She also expressed 
concern about the condition of 
IDPs in the settlements and that 
minimum living standards in the 
provision of services have 
frequently not been met.  
 
"We are strengthening coordination 
with key actors, including the 
Turkish and the Organisation of  
Islamic Cooperation, which is vital 
to ensure that all of our resources 
are used efficiently for the 
benefit of the Somali people," 
she said.   
 
Bragg also met with government 
officials and urged them to do more to protect people, particularly women, in IDP 
settlements from SGBV attacks by militia. In Nairobi, she  discussed the way forward to 
improve the situation with UN Agency heads and other representatives of the 
Humanitarian Country Team, and donors.   

Cholera and measles on the rise  
The incidence of infectious diseases is increasing in numerous informal settlements due 
to the on-going rains and limited access to safe water.  From 9 April to 6 May, a steady 
increase in suspected cholera cases was reported in southern and central regions.  
Banadir region accounted for 49 per cent of the 777 cases reported between 30 April and 
6 May, representing  an 11 per cent increase from the previous week.  
 
Although these figures do not suggest a major epidemic, there are serious concerns of an 
increased risk of a cholera outbreak in Banadir region and the Balcad and Afgooye 
corridors, where there is a high density of IDPs significantly increasing the risk of the 
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The Assistant Secretary-General, Catherine Bragg 
talking with humanitarian staff in Mogadishu at  the 
Zona K settlement where she saw IDPs’ living 
conditions firsthand. Credit: OCHA/Jesper Lund 
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disease spreading. In Balcad district, Middle Shabelle region, 77 cholera cases were 
confirmed since the end of March at a cholera treatment center (CTC).  
 
In an effort to speed treatement of the disease, WHO provided two diarrhoeal disease kits 
to Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu. The kits can be used to treat 200 adults with severe 
cases and 800 people with moderate cases of suspected or confirmed cholera. Health 
partners prepositioned 23 diarrhoeal disease kits in cholera treatment units within mother 
and child health clinics (MHC) in southern and central regions. There are plans to open a 
further 12 units. Preventative activities include the airing of informational radio messages, 
community sensitisation, chlorination of water sources and distribution of aqua tabs for 
water purification. 
 

In Somaliland, suspected measles cases have remained high since February. Burao, 
Togdheer region, alone accounted for 424 of the 628 reported cases in Somaliland. 
Burao had the lowest vaccination coverage for the recently completed Child Health Days 
(CHDs) campaign. Obstacles to better coverage include recluctance on some 
communities to participate in the vaccination campaign.  

Incidence of malnutrition fall in the capital  
Malnutrition rates in Mogadishu have fallen by 50 per cent over the past six months. A 
Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit assessment among IDPs issued in April reveals 
the reduction of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates to 16 per cent from 30 per cent in 
October 2011. GAM rates among the urban population improved to 10 per cent from 21 
per cent over the same period. 
 
The reductions were attributed to the ongoing humanitarian interventions, which reached 
72,400 children since the beginning of the year – well above the 60,000 targeted. On 
average, nutrition partners are reaching more than 17,000 children with nutrition 
treatment on a monthly basis. Despite the achievements, constant population movement 
within, into and out of Mogadishu is making effective interventions challenging.   

Joint action plan for Mogadishu  
A common Mogadishu strategy aimed at improving key humanitarianindicators in the city 
through life-saving activities for the most vulnerable, including the displaced, was 
endorsed at the end of April by the HCT. On 7 May, the Inter-Cluster Working Group and 
representatives from the Turkish NGOs and the Organization for Islamic Cooperation 
agreed to draw up a joint action plan to map out all planned humanitarian interventions in 
Mogadishu over the next six months. The joint plan will be developed with inputs from 
clusters and other stakeholders, in conjunction with the Somalia Disaster Management 
Agency. 
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Cluster Response Scale up 
Child Health Days campaign concluded in Banadir region 

A campaign offering immunization against measles, polio, diphtheria, whooping cough 
and tetanus, as well as vitamin A supplementation, was conducted in Banadir region. The 
Child Health Days campaign was conducted with health partners and the Ministry of 
Health  from 14 to 26 April.  More than 295,000 children under 5 years of age and more 
than 317,000 women of child-bearing age were reached. A similar campaign in Gedo 
region reached more than 47,000 children and 35,000 women on 10 April.  The campaign 
also provided women with vaccinations against neonatal tetanus. 

Tools  and capacity needed for chlorination 

During the reporting period, a routine water quality monitoring exercise was conducted in 
14 districts of Mogadishu with  three-day water testing for 50 water sources. With half the 
number of water sources having no chlorine residuals, the exercise revealed a lack of 
capacity and adequate tools among implementing partners to conduct the chlorination of 
wells. Suspected and confirmed cholera cases in Mogadishu highlight the need for further 
hygiene promotion even though an estimated 1.2 million people benefited from hygiene 
promotion through the provision of hygiene packages since January.  The WASH Cluster 
is working with the WHO Surveillance Unit to maintain a tracking matrix of the status of 
waterborne diseases on a weekly basis.   
 
Education Cluster partners launched this month a hygiene promotion campaign in 10 
primary schools in Mogadishu, seven of which are in IDPs settlements, reaching 4,500 
children and 70 teachers. This was in line with this year’s World Water Day campaign 
theme ‘Keep your School Cholera Free’. The key messages were passed through 
interactive activities such as poems and music.  

Emergency shelter provided for 47,000 in Mogadishu 

Shelter Cluster partners made strides in distributing emergency assistance packages 
(EAPs) such as plastic sheeting for shelter, sleeping mats and blankets over the past two 
weeks. At least 47,000 people in 
Mogadishu received the EAPs 
where the greatest needs exist due 
to the influx of IDPs from the 
Afgooye corridor this year. The 
package will protect the vulnurable 
from extreme weather, particularly 
during the rainy season.   
 
The cluster further assisted 37,000 
people in Mogadishu with 
transitional shelter to bridge the 
gap between emergency shelter 
and durable housing. However, 
there is a huge funding deficit for 
both emergency and transitional 
shelter in the northern regions as 
more resources are focused in the southern regions. Concerns were also raised of gaps 
in Doolow where there was a recent influx from Bay and Bakool and returns from 
Ethiopia. 

Improved reporting on protection numbers  
The Protection Cluster has recently streamlined reporting for partners with improvements 
recorded in the numbers reached during the reporting period.  A concerted effort by the 

Accelerated hygiene 
promotion is needed in 
view of confirmed cholera 
cases in Mogadishu. 
 

Emergency Assistance Packages distribution in 
Mogadishu. Credit: UNHCR 
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For further information, please contact:  
Órla Fagan, Reports Officer, fagano@un.org, Tel. (+254) 78 6527210 
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 73 4800120 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

cluster to provide more information revealed that at least 190,000 people were reached 
with various interventions in April, compared to 14,000 reported in March and 13,000 in 
February.   
 
The cluster is providing medical, legal and psychosocial support to victims of human 
rights violations. Capacity building is a big component of the cluster’s activities focusing 
on various protection themes such as sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV).  Child 
friendly spaces (CFSs) established across the country continue to provide a safe haven 
for children to learn, play and receive psychosocial support. During the reporting period, 
around 4,000 children (2,167 girls) were reached in Banadir, Lower Shabelle and Gedo 
regions.       

CAP mid-year review underway  
The 2012 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) mid-year review (MYR) began this month 
with a round of consultative workshops for partners and stakeholders in Somaliland and 
Puntland on 2 and 9 May, respectively. A third workshop, held in Nairobi on 14 May, 
covered the southern and central regions and consolidated the work of the three regional 
workshops.  
 
The MYR will reflect the significant and mostly positive changes in the humanitarian 
situation in Somalia since the 2012 CAP launch last December.  While the CAP 2012 
strategic priorities will remain relevant, the word ‘famine’ will be eliminated from the 
document. The current appeal to donors for US$1.5 billion will be reduced substantially 
considering the so-far average performance of the Gu rains, the reduction of the 
population in need from 4 million to 2.5 million, access limitations and capacity to deliver, 
as well as the time remaining for implementation (six months).  
 
The biggest challenges identified during the Somaliland and Puntland consultations were 
the scarcity of water resources and the need to build the resilience of the population from 
future shocks and drought. The Nairobi workshop on southern and central Somalia 
pointed to the need for agencies working on the ground to better communicate results, 
which will enable donors to channel support where needs are the greatest.    
 
The revised CAP strategy will be presented to the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) on 
24 May and the first draft of the document will be circulated for comments to donors, 
partners and the HCT by 5 June. Clusters are expected to upload their projects to the 
Online Projects System by 25 June. Funding for the 2012 CAP currently stands at 
US$348 million. 

Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) 
All 63 projects have been reviewed and approved for the First CHF Standard Allocation 
2012. Of the 63 projects, 48 are now approved for payment. Funds for four projects have 
already been disbursed.  

New Maps on Somali now available: 

Mogadishu IDP settlements & intervening agencies: 
http://www.ochasomalia.org/OCHAonline/Mogadishu%20Products/120416_Mogadishu_IDP_Agencies.pd
f   

Banadir Nutrtion interventions: 
http://www.ochasomalia.org/OCHAonline/Mogadishu%20Products/120419_Banadir_Nutrition_Interventio
ns_April12.pdf  

Health interventions south central: 
http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1335103  

“The right resources must 
be allocated in order to 
address the needs and to 
make a difference in 
lives” - Mark Bowden, 
Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Somalia 


