
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 HIGHLIGHTS 

 Coordinated strategy 

addressing needs of the 

displaced in Mogadishu. 

 135,000 at risk of polio 

outbreak in Kismayo. 

 Cholera outbreaks expected 

during current rainy season. 

 

FIGURES 
Food insecurity  

# of people in  
acute food 
security crisis 
(Aug-Dec 2012) 

2.12 m 

# of 
malnourished 
children under 5 
years of age 

236,000 

 

Source: (http://www.fsnau.org/) 
 

Displacement  
# of internally 
displaced in 
Somalia* 

1.36 m 

# of new internal 
displacements  
(Aug-Oct) 

39,000 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
horn of Africa  

1 m 

Source: UNHCR (bit.ly/nWZAPh) 
*Based in part on January 2012 
estimate of number of IDPs in the 
Afgooye Corridor and Mogadishu 
and likely to be revised. 

FUNDING 
2012 Consolidated Appeal 

1.16 billion  
requested (US$) 

 

56% funded 
 

Coordinated plan aids vulnerable in Mogadishu 
Implementation of the tri-cluster strategy begins after delays  

The recent surge in economic activity in Mogadishu after years of conflict is a welcome 
development. But conditions for the city’s most vulnerable, including hundreds of 
thousands of internally displaced persons (IDPs), remain unacceptable. After months of 
delays, aid workers are implementing a coordinated strategy to improve lives of IDPS.  

Access to the displaced has been a challenge, largely because of insecurity, resulting in 
irregular humanitarian services with varying standards within settlements. The tri-cluster 
strategy is being supported by the Common Humanitarian Fund bringing together 14 
partners, from the Health, Shelter, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Clusters. 
The projects aim to ameliorate conditions in Zona-K and 77 settlements located in Hodan 
and Daynile districts. The two settlements 
are some of the largest and most 
congested in the city hosting an estimated 
62,000 people and 60,000 respectively. 

In October, tri-cluster strategy partners 
completed construction of 1,200 
temporary shelters made from corrugated 
iron sheets. The Shelter Cluster plans to 
construct a total of 7,000 shelters for 
48,000 displaced persons by the end of 
the year. The new shelters are an 
improvement from huts made of 
cardboard, old rags and sticks which are 
highly flammable and broken into easily. 

There were additional displacements into Zona-K and camp 77 from forced evictions in 
Mogadishu in October, a trend which will likely continue with Mogadishu booming and 
property values on the rise. Some 473 families in Hodan district were evicted from a 
former primary school building, their home for the past 20 years. Most moved to existing 
settlements while others pitched tent in unoccupied land.  

The strategy, which was launched in June, experienced a few months of delays in 
implementation as the political process hindered consultations with local leaders. “It was 
crucial for the strategy to have the endorsement of the people for it to be effective,” said 
the head of the OCHA office for Mogadishu/South Central Somalia, Jean Sebastian 
Munie. “We have secured crucial buy-in from the leadership and the community at large.” 
Munie foresees that the strategy will need to cope with the lack of management and 
administrative structures within the IDP settlements which can lead to aid diversion.  

On the health and hygiene front, ongoing activities have contributed to a notable 
decrease in diarrhoeal diseases reported in Mogadishu, with no outbreaks reported 
during September-October. WASH partners have so far desludged 2,700 latrines of the 
targeted 5,404 in Hodan, Wardhiigleey, Hawl Wadaag and Waaberi districts. Partners are 
also relocating latrines in Zona-K to align them with the newly constructed shelters and 
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Aid workers transforming shelters into homes in Mogadishu. 
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mapping requirements. Nearly 34 tap-stands are being erected from the extension of a 
pipe network from existing boreholes. The tri-cluster strategy also developed a 
comprehensive site map of the largest settlements in Mogadishu for planning purposes. 

Insecurity remains a concern in the Jubas 
Children born since 2009 have not been vaccinated for polio 

No major fighting was reported in Middle and Lower Juba regions since Somali National 
Forces and Kenya Defense Forces (KDF) took Kismayo from Al Shabaab at the end of 
September. But security remains a key concern for the more than 600,000 people living in 
the two regions, as well as for the humanitarian actors seeking to respond to people’s 
needs. On 22 October, the UN undertook a fact-finding mission to Kismayo (in years) due 
to insecurity. The mission also delivered 3 tons of medical and surgical equipment to 
Kismayo Hospital.  

One of the key concerns raised by the mission is the potential for a polio outbreak given 
the Al Shabaab ban on polio vaccination three years ago. All children born since then and 
a number of older children have also not been vaccinated. Southern and central regions 
of Somalia in particular are characterized by low coverage rates of routine vaccinations 
due to inaccessibility and conflict. Health partners are preparing for a likely vaccination 
campaign targeting at least 135,000 children in the Juba regions. Another concern is Al 
Shabaab’s ongoing blockade of commercial routes into and out of the Juba regions. The 
route to the Kenyan border is also inaccessible due to security threats from Al Shabaab. 
The effects of the blockade are reflected in the high prices of food, particularly in 
Kismayo. With the seaport still not functioning, the livelihoods of many urban poor who 
used to work there have also been interrupted.  

By the beginning of November, none of the 15,000 people who fled Kismayo since 
September had returned. Most of the displaced remain in nearby towns and are expected 
to return depending on the security situation. 

Polio inoculation in Puntland and Somaliland 
Child Health Days campaign coincides with World Polio Day  
 
The second round of the Child Health 
Days vaccination campaign took place in 
Somaliland and Puntland from 21 
October to 1 November, coinciding with 
World Polio Day on 24 October. In 
Somaliland, the campaign targeted  
450,000 children for polio vaccination 
and of these, about 380,000 were 
targeted for additional measles 
vaccines. Nearly 515,000 women of 
childbearing age were given tetanus 
boosters. In Puntland, the campaign 

aimed to reach 172,188 children with 
polio vaccines including 146,359 with 
additional measles vaccination and 
198,000 women with tetanus boosters. The first round of the campaign in both regions 
was completed in February and March 2012 

Cholera and malaria during the rainy season   
Although the number of reported suspected cholera cases has remained relatively stable 
across Somalia in the last two months, WHO warns of possible large sporadic cholera 
outbreaks during this rainy season compared to the past two years. The last widespread 
cholera outbreak in Somalia was in 2007 during floods. Increased cases of malaria are 

Vaccination for polio, measles and tetanus in 
Somaliland and Puntland.  

Desludging of latrines, 
relocation of latrines and 
provision of water helps 
decrease diarrhoeal 
cases in Mogadishu 

One of the key concerns 
raised by the mission is 
the potential for a polio 
outbreak [in Kismayo] 

Credit: WHO/P. Desloovere 
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also expected, especially if the weather phenomenon El Niño brings more flooding this 
rainy season lasting from October to December. 

Suspected cholera cases increased from 57 in September to 108 in October in southern 
regions. Malaria, which is mainly confirmed by rapid diagnosis test, remains the leading 
cause of morbidity in the southern regions since end of September due to flood waters. 
The number of cases increased from 488 in September to 500 in October. 

Health partners throughout Somalia remain on high alert referring suspected cholera 
cases to the nearest cholera treatment units. Currently, two major Health Cluster partners 
have adequate case management supplies on ground and distribution to other pre-
selected partners is ongoing throughout the country. The cluster is also helping partners 
to preposition necessary supplies in the event of any outbreak. 

Flood preparedness continues  
Less flooding since Belet Weyne inundation, but thousands still at risk 

With El Niño in effect this year, the flooding of much of Belet Weyne, Hiraan region, and 
surrounding areas between 27 and 28 September seemed to portend particularly heavy 
rains for the hundreds of thousands of people who live along the Shabelle and Juba 
rivers. The 188 mm that fell overnight was equivalent to the average rainfall for a whole 
Deyr rainy season in normal years. The rains came very early and at a time when the 
Shabelle River was already swollen. Approximately 30,000 people were displaced.  

Since the end of September, there has been less flooding than anticipated along the 
Shabelle and almost no flooding along the Juba river. While El Niño has boosted rainfall 
in southern and central Somalia, it has not had the same effect in parts of the Ethiopian 
highlands that feed the Shabelle and Juba rivers, leaving room for the rivers to rise 
without overflowing in most cases. 

Nonetheless, further flooding between now and the end of the year remains a threat. 
While the Deyr rains normally end in December, El Niño could extend them well into 
January, putting people at risk and delaying the harvest. 

Preparedness pays dividends 

A coordination plan and prepositioned materials allowed local NGOs to immediately 
assist the affected families. A flood taskforce, comprising the authorities, local and 
international NGOs and UN agencies, that had been formed prior to the flooding, met in 
Belet Weyne in early October to coordinate relief efforts such as water trucking, food 
distribution and health services.  

By the end of October, the flood waters in town had mostly dried and roughly a third of 
the 5,000 families that were displaced by the flooding had returned to their homes. Some 
families displaced onto high ground are waiting for the end of the rainy season to return. 
Although the risk remains, no major disease outbreaks have been reported. An 
international NGO is planning to clean-up the shallow wells by pumping out the infected 
water and chlorinating the wells. The need to rebuild latrines, remains a key gap. Aid 
agencies are helping to replenish livestock while a recently approved CHF project is 
providing funds for the inoculation of animals in the aftermath of the flooding. The WASH 
Cluster set up district focal points for flood response and AWD in all parts of southern 
Somalia that could be affected by the floods.  

The most recent flooding in Middle Shabelle occurred in late October following a river 
breakage in Tugarey village, 20 km south of Jowhar town. Nine villages were reportedly 
flooded. While several hundred hectares of off-season crops were destroyed, 
displacement of people has been minimal. The water had decreased by the end of the 
month to comfortably below the flood level. In the meantime, OCHA scheduled a 
coordination meeting in early November for key stakeholders involved in preparedness 
and response in the Shabelles.  

 

 

The 188 mm that fell 
overnight was 
equivalent to the 
average rainfall for a 
whole Deyr rainy 
season in normal years 
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For further information, please contact:  
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734 800 120 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Rapid response to fire and floods in Puntland 
Fire victims receive timely aid 

On 11 October, a fire destroyed an IDP 
settlement known as Rigga in Garowe in 
Puntland, leaving 265 families homeless 
and without basic essentials. Within 72 
hours of the fire’s outbreak, the families’ 
immediate needs, including water, shelter 
and food, had been met. The fire is 
currently under investigation. Fires in 
Puntland are common, particularly from 
May to August when monsoon winds 
come inland from the Indian Ocean and 

Gulf of Aden. In Puntland, there have 
been nine fires so far in 2012, affecting 
nearly 6,000 people, while 10 fires were 
reported in 2011. The fires easily destroy IDP settlements, where shelters are often made 
from cardboard, sticks and old rags making them highly flammable. 

Storm kills at least four people in northeastern Somalia  

A storm hit the Puntland coastline on 25 October, leaving at least four people dead, 
livestock killed or lost and some houses and crops destroyed. Though not as heavy as 
expected, the storm affected mainly the districts of Qandalla and Dangorayo. In Bossaso, 
some road accesses were disrupted due to broken bridges while some IDP settlements 
were reportedly flooded. Shelter partners provided shelter to some affected people. A 
joint rapid needs assessment mission was scheduled for early November to determine 
the extent of the damage and how best to assist the affected population. 

Three-year humanitarian strategy to be 
launched in December  
As of 8 November, the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for Somalia included 368 
project proposals from a cross-section of 177 UN agencies and non-governmental 
organisations for a total funding request of US$1.33 billion. This is an increase from 350 
projects submitted in 2012, of which 175 have so far been funded. The projects that will 
be implemented in 2013 will focus on life-saving assistance for 2.12 million people in 
crisis, 800,000 of whom are IDPs. At the same time investments in basic services, safety 
nets and resilience programmes will target 3.8 million people, including those in crisis, 
with sustained support. It is expected that the resilience of the targeted population will 
increase on an incremental basis in 2014-2015 building on investments of 2013. 

The CAP strategy and funding appeal is expected to be launched in early December.    

New products on the OCHA Somalia website: 
 Story on aid worker diary - http://bit.ly/U5SzB3      

 Somaliland Humanitarian Snapshot – October - http://bit.ly/RaXQJb       

 Humanitarian Dashboard – September - http://bit.ly/SJJyR9      

 Humanitarian Access Update - September - http://bit.ly/S2VcHg      

Residents look through debris at Rigga settlement, 
Garowe following the fire. 

Consolidated 
humanitarian appeal for 
Somalia 2013-2015 
includes 368 projects 
from a cross-section of 
179 UN and Non-
Governmental 
Organizations. 
 

Credit: OCHA/B. Balaal


