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The humanitarian context in oPt impacts men, women, boys and girls differently. Women and 
children are particularly vulnerable to restrictions to their access to basic services and face a 
range of specific psycho-social challenges. In communities affected by conflict, the incidence of 

intimate partner violence, sexual abuse and early marriage is on the rise, while access to GBV services (legal aid and psycho-social support) remains limited.

Female-headed households face higher levels of food insecurity and thus are at greater risk of malnutrition. Female unemployment and limited access to activities such 
as herding and harvesting due to protection violations continue to undermine household resilience. Restricted access to education and ongoing exposure of school 
children to violence increase the risk of rising school dropout rates, especially amongst girls.

Also, evidence points to an increased risk of early marriage for girls and denial of the right to education in acutely vulnerable communities. Inadequate WASH facilities 
expose women and girls to threats and burdens associated with meeting their personal hygiene needs, undertaking basic domestic chores, managing household water 
needs, and securing the needs of children, people with disabilities, the elderly and the chronically ill.

OCCUPIED PALESTENIAN TERRITORY

IRAQ
Millions of Iraqis endured and continue to endure displacement, the loss of family members, property and livelihoods, as well as pervasive punishment 
and conflict. Following the Mosul operation, nearly 18,500 people were referred through the established trauma pathways. Well over 250,000 women, 
girls, boys and men received psychological first aid and psychosocial support. Intense fighting in Mosul is over but life-threatening risks faced by civilians 

continue. The fear of retributive acts hinders the communities’ capacity to return home.

Across Iraq, protection is a top priority and gender-based violence remains widespread. The targeting of women with rape, enslavement and other forms of violence, is 
a particularly disturbing feature. In Mosul, partners consistently report sexual harassment incidents at water points. Over 3,600 women and girls received psychosocial 
support following gender or sexual violence since October last year.

Among recently displaced from Mosul, there are 296,883 school-age children, of whom 190,568 have no access to any form of education. In the month of June alone, 
psychosocial support was provided to nearly 15,000 students and teachers.

The humanitarian situation in Yemen continues to deteriorate. 
Driven by food insecurity and a cholera outbreak caused directly 
by the conflict, the number of people in need of humanitarian 

assistance has increased by two million and now stands at 20.7.

Some 9.8 million people are in acute need of assistance to save or sustain their 
lives while 10.8 million people need assistance to prevent them from slipping 
into acute need. The country is grappling with an unprecedented cholera 
outbreak which as of 17 July has affected over 350,000 people and claimed 
1,800 lives.

Despite low funding levels, 122 humanitarian organizations have reached 36 
per cent of the 2017 humanitarian target working in a coordinated manner 
across Yemen’s 22 governorates. With particular emphasis on priority districts 
where the needs are the greatest, programming and funding must be increased 
in light of the rising needs.

YEMEN

LIBYA

SYRIA
Gender-based violence remains prevalent in women and girls’ 
lives. The duration of the crisis plus the unequal power structures 
between men and women is,in some areas, normalizing this 

violence, particularly domestic violence and the rising incidence of child 
marriage, in addition to the fear of sexual violence. Distinct forms of sexual 
exploitation are emerging, in some areas, temporary serial marriages being a 
case in point. Significant challenges stand in the way of ensuring that GBV 
specialized services are widely available and that GBV survivors feel safe to report 
incidents. Grave child rights violations continue unabated, with countless 
children killed and maimed due to hostilities. Recruitment and use of children, 
particularly adolescent boys, is perceived to be widespread and reportedly is on 
the increase. Child labor remains a concern especially in its most dangerous and 
hazardous forms, which, as noted, affect boys in particular.

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/whole-of-
syria/gender-based-violence-gbv
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The protection crisis in Libya is characterised by alarm- ing levels 
of gender-based violence (GBV) and grave violations of children’s 
and women’s rights.

Women and children have particularly suffered in this crisis and have been 
victims of physical and verbal violence. Reports show that ISIL groups used 
women as human shields in the besieged city of Sirt. Women are also demon-
strably and significantly worse off as health facilities including obstetric and 
neonatal care deteriorate further.

Lack of security, displacement and the need for protection have prompted 
parents to remove girls out of school in many parts of Libya and, as a last resort 
even arrange their marriage at a very young age. Armed conflict and the 
resulting humanitarian crisis have girls also had an important impact on 
vulnerable children, depriving them of access to basic social services.

Thousands of children, girls  especially, are no longer attending  school in 
different parts of the country because the schools are not functional, having been 
damaged by armed conflict or are now in use as shelters for IDPs.


