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Horn of Africa – UK response to the crisis 

HEADLINES 

The Horn of Africa still faces the world’s worst humanitarian emergency.  13.3 million people are in 
need of humanitarian assistance across Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia.  The first famine of 
the 21st century was declared in Somalia in July 2011.  
 
The latest surveys conducted by the UN show a fragile improvement in the humanitarian situation 
in Somalia; the number of people affected by the famine is down from 750,000 to 250,000, but 
there is a risk of a further deterioration with humanitarian access shrinking. We estimate that 
between 50-100,000 people have died. 
 
The UK is the third largest donor to the crisis, providing over £127 million to humanitarian agencies 
in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. Across the Horn, UK aid is making a difference and is helping to 
save lives. 

UK RESULTS SO FAR 

British support has already helped triple the number of people receiving food each month and had 
a major role in reducing cases of measles by almost half.  So far, British aid has: 

• Fed more than 2.5 million people, including nearly 500,000 children and pregnant or 
breastfeeding mothers who are receiving supplementary nutritional packages  

• Vaccinated 1.3 million people against measles  
• Provided 400,000 doses of anti-malarial medication in Somalia  
• Provided 1.2 million people with clean water and sanitation equipment such as latrines  
• Given 400,000 people seeds and fertiliser or animal health interventions, thereby reducing 

their reliance on emergency aid. 

In addition, over the past month, a further 9,000 tons of British-funded food supplies and lifesaving 
medicines have arrived, enough to feed 800,000 people and provide medical treatment for 75,000.   

ETHIOPIA 

Results achieved 

Food and nutrition 

We have funded the purchase and distribution of 87,000 metric tons (MT) of food through UK 
support to the World Food Programme (WFP). This benefitted 1.68 million drought-affected people 
in May, 2.4 million people in June and July and 1.1 million people in October.  

UK support to WFP has also provided high nutrition food for over 125,000 malnourished children 
and pregnant and breastfeeding mothers. 

The UK has also treated 20,000 severely malnourished children. 

Refugees 

Currently, more than 100,000 Somali refugees are benefiting from the provision of safe water and 
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shelter and other essential relief items which the UK is supporting. In addition the UK is now 
funding the supply of vaccinations for over 75,000 refugees.  

Water, sanitation and hygiene 

426,000 people have benefited from UK-supported water, sanitation and hygiene interventions.  

Livelihoods 

More than 26,000 families have received seeds through UK funding, and over 9,000 families have 
benefited from UK-funded animal health programmes (such as replacing lost livestock and the 
provision of vaccinations and fodder). 

Looking forward 

Food and Nutrition 

UK aid will enable the WFP to provide food for 199,000 malnourished children and pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers. 

Refugees 

The UK will also fund the supply of additional relief supplies (shelter equipment and other essential 
items) for Somali refugees through UNHCR.  

Kerosene stoves and fuel will be delivered to 11,000 refugee families thanks to UK funding. 

 
SOMALIA 
 
Results achieved 
British aid is still working.  Already, 10,000s of lives have been saved and British aid has helped 
lifting 500,000 people out of famine.  The improvement in the situation is fragile, and large scale 
needs will continue through 2012.   
 
Food and nutrition   

o 300,000 people reached with UK funded food and nutritional assistance.  
o Since July the UK has treated over 15,000 children with severe acute malnutrition.  

 
Health  

o UK has vaccinated more than 1.3 million children under 15 years of age against measles.  
o The UK has helped to provide oral polio vaccines (OPV) to over 270,000 children under 

five years of age, as well as de-worming medication to over 210,000 children aged 
between one and five years old.  

 
Livelihoods 

o In south Somalia the UK and other donors have helped provide seeds to 120,000 farming 
families.  

o Approximately 70,000 Somali farming families (equivalent to 420,000 people) have 
benefitted from programmes which have helped to improve the health of livestock. 
Through this initiative, which the UK and other donors are supporting, over 1.9 million 
livestock have received treatment such as vaccinations against parasites.  

o UK funded water tanks benefit 10,000 farming households with improved livestock access 
to water. 

 
Water sanitation and hygiene 

o Over 215,000 people across Somalia have been targeted in UK funded UNICEF hygiene 
promotion campaigns, including through radio broadcasts and visits to schools and 
private homes by outreach workers.  

o Almost 38,000 people have benefited from UK-funded repairs to water supply and storage 
infrastructure. 
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o Over 77,000 people now enjoy access to safe drinking water thanks to UK-funded 
chlorination activities.   

o Approximately 9,000 people have benefitted from the construction of nearly 300 UK-
funded latrines.   

 
 
KENYA 
 
Results achieved 
 
Food 

o In December, with support from the UK and other donors, WFP has distributed 1,715 MT 
of supplementary foodstuffs to over 260,000 people in northern Kenya.  

 
Nutrition 

o Over 12,000 kilograms of nutritious high-energy ‘plumpy nut’ paste have been 
administered to approximately 15,000 malnourished children in Dadaab through UK 
support.   

o In drought-affected areas of northern Kenya the UK and other donors are supporting 899 
nutritional feeding centres, which are providing life-saving support to malnourished 
children.  

o Since July, the UK has treated over 33,000 children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition in drought-affected areas of Kenya. In the same regions nearly 100,000 
moderately malnourished children under five years have been treated thanks to UK 
support. In addition, the UK has also provided nutritional supplies to over 31,700 pregnant 
and breastfeeding women in northern Kenya since July.   

o Over 10,600 children at Dadaab received supplementary foodstuffs during November.  
  

Water, sanitation and hygiene  
o UK funded relief agencies have laid over six kilometres of water pipes at the Dadaab 

refugee camp. Over 300,000 Somali refugees now have better access to safe drinking 
water.  

o UK aid has helped to establish three boreholes at Dadaab each capable of supplying 50 
cubic metres of water per hour.  

o UK aid has provided twenty-five water tanks, each capable of holding 10,000 litres of 
water, benefitting 50,000 people at Dadaab. 

 
Health 

o In November, UK funded medical centres at Dadaab undertook over 47,000 
consultations. In total, since August, the UK has funded nearly 175,000 medical 
consultations at Dadaab.   

 
Shelter 

o In Dadaab, the UK has also helped to provide non-food relief supplies, such as cooking 
pots, mats and water jerry cans, to nearly 85,000 people.  

 
Livelihoods 

o In Mandera and Wajir in northern Kenya 300 farming families have benefitted from UK 
funded programmes which have helped to improve the health of livestock.  

 
Ongoing and looking forward 
 
Water, sanitation and hygiene   

o Nearly 66,000 Somali refugees are currently benefitting from over 2,100 UK funded 
latrines at Dadaab.  

o Three schools in Wajir in northern Kenya are now benefitting from access to safe water 
thanks to the installation of UK funded rain-water collection infrastructure. 

   
Nutrition 

o More than 7,000 malnourished children and pregnant and breastfeeding women in drought 
affected areas of Kenya are currently being targeted by UK funded nutritional treatment 
programmes.  
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o In the coming months WFP, thanks to UK support, will import into Kenya 204 MT 
vegetable oil, 1,395 MT of corn soya blend and 82.25 MT of dried milk.  This will benefit an 
estimated 108,000 children and 26,000 pregnant and breastfeeding women.  

 
   
 
 
 


