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Horn of Africa Drought Crisis 
Situation Report No. 6 
26 July 2011 

 

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It is issued by OCHA 
Eastern Africa. It covers the period from 22 to 26 July 2011. The next report will be issued on or 
around 29 July. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The total number in need of humanitarian assistance in the Horn of Africa now stands at 11.6 million. 
• An estimated $2 billion in aid is required for the humanitarian response to the drought emergency, 

out of which $1 billion has been committed so far. 
• The World Bank pledged more than $500 million for long-term projects to aid livestock farmers, while 

an additional $12 million would be allocated to emergency relief. 
• At the request of the presidency of the G20, an Emergency Ministerial Meeting on the Horn of Africa 

was organized by FAO on 25 July to address the drought crisis in the Horn of Africa and to mobilize 
international support for affected countries.  

• Bakool and Lower Shebelle regions are currently experiencing a famine, which is expected to spread 
across all regions of southern Somalia in the coming 1-2 months if an immediate and comprehensive 
humanitarian response is not mobilized, and humanitarian access secured. 

• $51.3 million has been allocated from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to provide 
urgent life-saving assistance in the Horn of Africa drought crisis. This funding, issued over the last 
two weeks, will enable the delivery of over 40,000 tons of food, among other projects. Humanitarian 
agencies in Ethiopia received $14.6 million, $20 million went to projects in Somalia, $13.6 million to 
projects in Kenya and an additional $3.1 million went to support refugees. 

 
II. Regional Situation Overview 

 
Humanitarian Situation 

 
There are currently 11.6 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in the Horn of Africa 
(Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia). The areas 
of greatest concern for the coming six months 
include southern and central Somalia; IDPs in 
northern, southern and southeast Ethiopia; 
northeastern and southeastern Kenya; and the 
refugee camps in Kenya and Ethiopia.  
  
In Ethiopia, 4.5 million people are currently in need 
of food aid. The situation in the country is worsening 
due to the fact that the price of wheat in the Addis 
Ababa market remains 81 per cent higher than July 
2010. As at 23 July, the total number of Somali 
refugees in the Dollo Ado area stood at 114,539. Of 
these, 101,315 were in the three Dollo Ado camps of 
Bokolmanyo, Malkadida and Kobe. Another 12,800 
Somali refugees were being registered in the Dollo 
Ado Transit Centre before transfer to the refugee 
camps. 
 
In Kenya, the nutrition sector estimates that in 

northern and northeastern drought-affected areas, 
one in five children remains affected by malnutrition, 
which is an alarming increase of 60 per cent from last 

year’s figures. 
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An overall registered population of 388,804 refugees now resides in or around three camps in Dadaab, which 
were originally designed to accommodate a combined total of 90,000 refugees. As at 24 July, there were 
28,061 refugees residing outside the camps awaiting registration. Relocation of some these people to tented 
sites began on 25 July.  
 
The drought is worsening in many parts of southern Somalia, according to media and aid agency reports, 
with movement to urban areas of pastoral communities that have lost their livelihoods. UNHCR is distributing 
aid packages to some 189,000 people in southern Somalia, while WFP is increasing its activities in 
Mogadishu, Gedo, and other areas where access is possible. 
 
In Djibouti, FEWS NET reports that staple foods are 68 per cent higher than the five-year average in Djibouti 
City, while kerosene prices are 47 per cent above the five-year average. Purchasing power has been 
severely reduced by these shocks, and is compounded by the 60 per cent unemployment in the capital. 
 
 

III. Country Situation Overview 

 
Ethiopia 
Out of the 4.5 million people in Ethiopia in need of food aid, the Disaster Risk Management and Food 
Security Sector (DRMFSS) and WFP will cover 2.3 million people, while WFP will cover 1.2 million people in 
the Somali region through the “Hubs and Spokes System”, and the NGO consortium Joint Emergency 
Operation (JEOP) will cover 950,000 people.  
 
Record-level price increases are exacerbating the situation: the price of wheat in the Addis Ababa market 
remains at 81 per cent above that of July 2010, down slightly from the record level of 85 per cent seen in 
June 2011, as compared to June 2010. While the price of maize has been on the increase since February 
2011, it remained stable from June to July in Addis Ababa and declined in other markets. However, the price 
level is still well above last year’s, with a 34 to 70 per cent increase, particularly in the capital Addis Ababa 
and in the Dire Dawa market. 
 
UNICEF is scaling up interventions to support treatment of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). There are now 
8,105 sites that have treated 78,100 severely malnourished children in the six drought-affected regions. 
Meanwhile,1,205 tons of ready-to-use therapeutic food has been dispatched to the vulnerable areas. 
UNICEF has added four mobile health and nutrition units to the existing 20 to expand services to those most 
vulnerable, particularly the pastoralist communities in the conflict-affected Somali region. Blanket 
Supplementary Feeding Programmes (BSFP) have been initiated by Save the Children in the Dollo transit 
centre for refugees in the Somali region, and emergency community-based management of acute 
malnutrition (CMAM) programmes are ongoing in five districts of the Somali region.  
 
Emergency water trucking by Save the Children was suspended in certain areas of the Somali region due to 
rainfall, but will continue as needed. Activities related to water point rehabilitation have been initiated, and 
WASH projects are being implemented in the regions of Amhara (18 woredas/districts) and Oromiya (3 
woredas/districts) 
 
The Government indicates that five million people are at risk of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD). Countrywide, 
the number of cases and geographic spread is expected to increase even further from September, when 
seasonal pilgrimages and migration to holy water sites begin in force. AWD outbreaks have thus far been 
reported in Afar and Somali regions. As part of the AWD prevention and preparedness planning in high risk 
areas, the Health Bureau of Ethiopia, in collaboration with the Public Health Emergency 
Management/Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute, UNICEF and WHO conducted training on 
AWD for 178 health workers.  
 
As at 23 July, the total number of Somali refugees in the Dollo Ado area stood at 114,539. Of these, 101,315 
were in the three Dollo Ado camps of Bokolmanyo, Malkadida and Kobe. Another 12,800 Somali refugees 
were being registered in the Dollo Ado Transit Centre before transfer to the refugee camps, while 411 were 
being screened at the reception centre close to the border. The number of admissions of severely 
malnourished children has reduced with the decrease in arrivals – UNHCR reports that the arrival rate of new 
refugees from Somalia has dropped to several hundred each day, down from a high of 2,000 people a day 
nearly three weeks ago, with no clear explanation for this sudden drop – and ongoing clinical and nutritional 
interventions. The Ethiopian Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA), UNHCR and WFP 
continue to provide food to all sites while hot meals continue to be provided at the Reception and Transit 
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Centres. MSF Spain and MSF Holland are finalizing preparations to take over primary health care in Kobe 
and Hilaweyn camps respectively. Since 17 July, three airlifts from Dubai and a truck convoy from Djibouti 
have delivered a total of 7,381 tents, 13 vehicles and other household items such as blankets, cooking 
utensils to meet the shelter needs of up to 50,000 people. A truck convoy from Djibouti bringing in an 
additional 3,000 tents is expected in Addis Ababa this week.  
 
 
Kenya 
The nutrition sector estimates that in the northern and northeastern drought-affected areas, 385,000 children 
(equivalent to one in five children) are affected by malnutrition. This is an alarming increase of 60 per cent 
from last year’s figures. Of the children needing supplementary feeding, 21 per cent are being reached 
through WFP and partners’ support to Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation (MOPHS). 
 
Further Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programmes (BSFP) are planned to begin in August by WFP, 
UNICEF and government authorities. Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga announced this week that 5,555 
tons (90 kg bags) of maize would be released from reserves to feed the hungry. According to the Kenyan 
government, the current strategic reserves hold 198,000 tons. A cash transfer to those most in need through 
M-Pesa (mobile banking system) has also been introduced by the government. Several safety net 
programmes operate in Kenya, some with World Bank support, offering cash and vouchers.  
 
With treatment of 462 confirmed measles cases continuing, an integrated immunization mop-up campaign 
targeting measles and polio originally scheduled for 25 - 29 July in northern/northeastern districts has been 
postponed until 1 August due to technical difficulties. Surveillance is critical, and requires substantial 
strengthening to detect disease outbreaks rapidly. 
 
Fifty per cent of drought-affected communities in the districts of Samburu, West Pokot, Turkana, Marsabit, 
Moyale, Isiolo, Wajir, Mandera and Garissa can no longer afford clean water provision due to deteriorating 
household incomes (fees are required for access), while another 25 per cent in these same districts have 
seen their surface water sources depleted. Required interventions include water trucking to strategic 
locations such as schools, health centres, and settlements; household water treatment support; and borehole 
and water point rehabilitation. Construction of new boreholes and water points may be needed for the 
coming months. Rapid Intervention Teams (RIT) are being constituted in the most affected districts, and 
supplies benefiting 10,000 households in drought-affected areas are being distributed through the Public 
Health Department. 
 
Ongoing school feeding programs and “home grown” programmes (where schools are given cash to 
purchase food locally) are benefiting nearly 1.3 million pupils. The Ministry of Education has given US$3.3 
million (KES 353,414,740) to support and expand these efforts. Schools are noting migration of families in 
drought-affected areas, resulting in children dropping out of schools in some areas, and increased numbers 
of children attending classes in other areas where they have arrived. WFP is currently supplying 670,500 
schoolchildren with school meals.  
 
The drought situation has exacerbated the already existing vulnerabilities for children. Refugee host 
communities require heightened protection monitoring. Conflict mitigation interventions are required in 
pastoral areas where communities are in some instances clashing over resources. 
 
The livestock sector has prioritized the following urgent interventions: livestock off-take; animal health 
interventions; water trucking to strategic grazing areas; emergency provision of feed and pre-positioning of 
drugs; and enhanced disease surveillance during the anticipated October rains. The Ministry of Livestock 
committed a total of US$ 8.1 million (KES 729,000,000) towards ongoing livestock off-take of immature 
animals; slaughter destocking, commercial off-take being carried out by the Kenya Meat Commission; and 
for disease surveillance and treatment. An additional US$3.3 million is being made available through FAO 
(with funds from CERF and OFDA) for livestock off-take, animal health, and the provision of drought-tolerant 
seed.  
 
The agriculture sector has prioritized the provision of drought-tolerant seed, fertilizer and tools to 
communities in marginal pastoral areas to ensure they are able to make maximum use of the short rains.  
 
Refugees in Kenya: According to UNHCR, as at 25 July, the overall registered population stood at 388,804 
persons residing in Ifo, Dahagaley and Hagadera camps (370,287 Somalis), which were originally designed 
to accommodate a combined total of 90,000 refugees (30,000 each). As at 24 July, there were 28,061 
refugees awaiting registration. On 25 July, some 600 people were moved into newly established tented sites. 
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WASH response in support of UNHCR and other agencies in the camps has included the provision of 22,000 
jerrycans, two electrical generating sets (GenSets), and two water bladders (5,000 litres each) in Dadaab for 
an estimated 22,000 refugees. UNICEF is expanding its partnership with CARE on hygiene promotion and 
the installation of strategic water points along the 100 km between the border and Dadaab.  
 
There is ongoing discussion with UNHCR to support blanket feeding while refugees transit from Liboi to the 
camps, as well as to provide health services during this transition. WFP and UNHCR have agreed to 
distribute high energy biscuits and dry food rations to all new arrivals at reception centres before registration 
takes place.  
 
UNICEF, the Kenya Ministry of Health and WHO will launch on 1 August, following delays, a vaccination 
campaign for children living in host communities around Dadaab refugee camp. The campaign will target 
202,665 children under age 5 with measles and polio vaccines, together with Vitamin A and de-worming 
tablets. 
 
 
Somalia 
The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is on the increase, including movement to urban areas by 
pastoral communities that have lost their livelihoods.  
 
In Mogadishu, IDPs are moving into Dharkenleey district where the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) 
has allocated land for those displaced by drought. Both TFG and aid agencies are scaling up their activities 
in Darkenleey district. 
 
Population movements continue from the regions of Bay, Bakool, Hiraan and Lower Shabelle into Gedo 
region, bordering Kenya and Ethiopia. Districts most affected are Ceel Waaq, Belet Xaawo and Dollow, 
where aid agencies are planning to scale up their response. 
 
Meanwhile, the UN Security Council has urged all parties in Somalia to ensure “full, safe and unhindered 
access for the timely delivery of humanitarian aid to persons in need of assistance” and called on armed 
groups to take appropriate steps to ensure the safety and security of humanitarian personnel and supplies. 
Al-Shabaab indicated in early July it would accept international humanitarian agencies previously banned 
from operating in the country to provide aid in response to the hunger crisis in militant-controlled areas of 
southern Somalia. The group has denied that a famine is taking place, disputing the UN's reports that 3.7 
million people are in need of assistance, and announced that only a handful of agencies would be able to 
respond to the hunger crisis in al-Shabaab-controlled areas of southern Somalia.  
 
WFP has scaled up its operations to target 175,000 beneficiaries with blanket supplementary feeding and 
complementary general food distribution in El Waq, Dolow, Belet Hawa and Luq districts of Gedo region and 
is planning an additional 100,000 beneficiaries in Mogadishu. Furthermore, WFP is adding three new wet 
feeding sites in Hodan, Wadajir and Dharkinley and is scaling up its targeted supplementary feeding 
programme (TSFP) to respond to the large number of new IDPs arriving in the city. However, the TSFP 
scale-up has been hampered by resource shortfalls. Meanwhile, new feeding sites will be opened in and 
around Dollow by the end of the week, and 12 tons of high-energy biscuits were airlifted to Wajir in northern 
Kenya for distribution to displaced populations crossing the Somali border en route to refugee camps in 
Kenya, Ethiopia and other areas of southern Somalia. WFP is preparing to dispatch food assistance to 
40,000 IDPs in the Afgoye Corridor in partnership with the Organization for Islamic Cooperation. To date, 
WFP has aimed to reach 1.5 million people in Somalia and is trying to reach a further 2.2 million in areas of 
the south that have been inaccessible.  
 
UNHCR is distributing aid packages to some 189,000 people in southern Somalia. 
 
UNFPA-Somalia is responding to the emergency by providing essential sanitary needs and supporting 
access to services and childbirth complications for pregnant women in the regions of Hiraan, Galgadud and 
Mudug of Somalia. 

On 23 July, the ICRC announced the distribution of 400 tons of food aid in the southern region of Gedo, and 
reported that 24,000 people (about 4,000 families) received food rations, consisting of rice, beans and oil. 
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It was reported that the Turkish NGO, Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief 
(IHH), has started distributing food to 2,000 households in the IDP settlement in Dharkenleey district. Food 
will also be distributed to another 1,000 households in Hodan and Hawl Wadaag districts in Mogadishu, if 
more funding is made available. 
 
Two planes sent by the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS), containing 20 tons of food, medicine and tents 
arrived on 21 July. To date, the Qatar Charity is conducting a ten-day wet feeding programme in 
Dharkenleey IDP settlements.  
 
Following a meeting of humanitarian agencies in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) that took place on 24 July, 
a UAE aid delegation will visit Mogadishu in the next two days to coordinate the provision of food, medical 
supplies and potable water to affected populations. 
 
The Somali Young Doctors Association (SOYDA), working at Alla-Yasir Camp (aka KM-50) in the Lower 
Shabelle region, conducted a two-day mobile team project on 23-24 July providing medical assistance to 971 
people, 88 per cent of whom were children and mothers. Assistance included the provision of free medical 
treatment, nutritional screening of all children under age 5 and the distribution of chlorine tablets for water 
purification.  
 
FAO Somalia is currently supporting 6,449 beneficiaries with cash-for-work opportunities in Lower and 
Middle Shabelle and 1,664 beneficiaries in Hiraan for a period of one month, with each beneficiary receiving 
a total of US$68. FAO has also secured funding for distribution of agricultural inputs to 55,000 beneficiaries 
in Hiraan and Lower Shabelle for the Deyr season, and cash-for-work opportunities in Lower Shabelle for 
14,000 beneficiaries for a total of two months, with each beneficiary receiving a total of US$78 monthly. 
Treatment of approximately 20,000 animals for prevention of livestock diseases is ongoing in the 
Iskhushuban region. 
 
 
Djibouti 
Due to a significant rise in the number of refugees, a second refugee camp will soon be opened in Holl-Holl, 
with a capacity for 15,000 people, since the Ali Addeh camp is over capacity. Highly limited opportunities for 
refugees to gain supplementary income in Djibouti leave many completely dependent on food aid distributed 
in the camp. The malnutrition rate is currently at 10.8 per cent in the camp, in addition to a high prevalence of 
anemia among children and women of reproductive age. High malnutrition and anemia rates and the lack of 
safe drinking water in Ali Addeh camp need to be addressed urgently to prevent any further deterioration. 
 
WFP is providing emergency relief rations of cereal, oil and pulses to over 60,000 rural marginal pastoralists 
who have suffered massive livestock deaths. WFP is also working with IFAD, UNICEF and the Government 
of Djibouti to build water catchments in rural areas. WFP, in close coordination with UNICEF, the Ministry of 
Health and MSF, is planning blanket supplementary feeding programme for children under age 5 during the 
lean season (up to September), and acute moderate malnutrition in children, pregnant and lactating women 
in the refugee camp is being addressed through supplementary feeding.  
 
UNICEF is currently focusing on responding to the priority health, nutrition and WASH needs for those 
children and women who are most vulnerable. To date, the agency has delivered emergency supplies for 
treatment of malnutrition, covering a total of 70 per cent of malnutrition cases and resulting in a 60 per cent 
recovery rate. An estimated 10,000 children suffering from acute malnutrition will be screened and managed 
at community level through supplementation of Ready-to-use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), while children with 
complications will be supported through health centres.  
 
A vaccination campaign including Vitamin A supplementation and de-worming to prevent outbreaks of 
disease is being planned by UNICEF in cooperation with the Ministry of Health. 
 
Some 49 per cent of people living in rural areas do not have access to safe drinking water, leading to high 
numbers of childhood illnesses and waterborne diseases. The incidence of epidemics linked to unsafe water 
consumption is likely to increase, especially among children and pregnant and lactating women. To provide 
access to safe drinking water, UNICEF has conducted water trucking organized through water management 
committees to 25,000 people in 20 locations, and the agency is looking into scaling up programs to provide 
access to safe drinking water in other 30 areas where water is scarce, targeting 25,000 people. Furthermore, 
an estimated 20,000 people will benefit from the maintenance and repair of 20 water pumping stations. It 
was reported that 30 existing wells will be deepened, sanitary sealed and fitted with hand pumps to ensure 
access to drinking water for an additional 20,000 people.  
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According to FEWS NET, staple foods are 68 per cent higher than the five-year average in Djibouti City, 
while kerosene prices are 47 per cent above the five-year average. Purchasing power has been severely 
reduced by these shocks, and is compounded by 60 per cent unemployment in the capital. 
 
 

IV. Coordination 
 

• In Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia and Ethiopia, coordination and prioritization of programmes is ensured 
through humanitarian structures such as Humanitarian Country Teams, sectors and clusters.  

• In Ethiopia, the Government-led Multi-Agency Coordination (MAC) forum is responsible for the overall 
coordination of the emergency response, with line ministries and specialized bodies ensuring sectoral 
and refugee coordination.   

• Operational coordination and humanitarian decision making is country-based, while at regional level 
the Regional Humanitarian Partnership Team (RHPT) and the Food Security and Nutrition Working 
Group (FSNWG) continue to support country level operations through analysis, early warning, 
reporting, advocacy, resource mobilization and, where needed, surge capacity and technical support.   
More specifically, the RHPT meeting, co-chaired by OCHA and IFRC, ensures coordination of 
operational agencies with regional mandates in eastern Africa, while the FSNWG ensures regional 
situation analysis on food security.   

• A new inter-agency drought web page has been launched on www.disasterriskreduction.net which 
focuses on the current drought crisis in the Horn of Africa. 

 
V. Funding 

 
Please see chart below for details 
 
 

VI. Contacts 

 
Ben Parker, interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa; Mobile: +254 733 860082; email: parkerb@un.org 
 
Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa; Mobile: +254 732 500010; email: 
conwaym@un.org 
 
To be added or deleted from the OCHA Eastern Africa mailing list, please e-mail: wanjiram@un.org or 
gitonga@un.org.  
 
For more information please visit http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis 
 
ReliefWeb Horn of Africa: http://reliefweb.int/taxonomy/term/8727 
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Funding Status: Horn of Africa Crisis, as of 26 July 2011 (17h30 GMT) 

Appeal 

updated 
require
ments 
(US$) 

funding to 
date 
(US$) 

% 
funded 

Unmet 
requireme
nts (US$) 

uncommitt
ed pledges 
for appeal 

non-
appeal 
committe
d funding 

non-
appeal or 
ambiguou
s pledges 

uncommitte
d pledges 
that may be 
available 
for appeals 
(a+c) 

Kenya EHRP $604 
million 

$323 
million 

54% $281 
million $44 million $82 

million 
$7 
million $51 million 

Djibouti 
Drought 
Appeal 

$33 
million 

$15 
million 

44% $19 
million $300,000 $10 

million 
$0 
million $0 million 

Somalia CAP $750 
million 

$434 
million 

45% $412 
million $87 million $96 

million 
$38 
million $87 million 

Ethiopia 
Humanitarian 
Requirements, 
July-December 
2011  

$398 
million 

$111 
million 

28% $288 
million $0 million $140 

million 
$93 
million $93 million 

Ethiopia 
refugee-related 
requirements 

$205 
million 

$13 
million 

6% $192 
million $50 million n/a n/a $50 million 

Pledges and 
committed 
funding for Horn 
in general, not 
yet country- or 
appeal-specific 

          $13 
million 

$74 
million $74 million 

Total $1,992 
million 

$800 
million 40% $1,192 

million 
$143 
million 

$341 
million 

$212 
million 

$355 
million 

plus Ethiopia 
funding 
received 
against 
January-June 
requirements 

 $182 
million 

Grand total of 
Horn appeal 
contributions 

  $981 
million 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
For more funding information, please visit the http://fts.unocha.org/  
 


