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Context: The relative security of the province together with the significant livelihood, economic and commercial opportunities 
created by trade with Iran have attracted people fleeing conflict, natural disaster and poverty over the last 20 years: the 
province hosts today one of the largest IDP populations in the country.  Hirat city is the base for a significant humanitarian, 
development and diplomatic presence and has one of the better resourced disaster response mechanisms in the Western 
Region.  Recent security incidents have affected the movement of NGOs to rural areas. 
 
Key Messages 
1. The roll-out of the National IDP Policy in the province will provide an opportunity to address the needs of the large number of 

protracted IDPs present in the provincial capital and allow humanitarians to increasingly move away from short-term 
humanitarian interventions towards more GoIRA-backed development-oriented sustainable solutions.   

2. The “new” informal settlements hosting IDPs from the 2013-14 winter response are not stable due to unresolved land disputes 
and eviction threats.  The approaching winter will require a degree of contingency planning to address potential needs for them 
as well as for any new IDP arrivals reaching the city in the last quarter of the year. 

3. Food insecurity caused by low precipitation in Badghis might result in displacement towards the city of Hirat before winter. The 
IDP Task Force should link with the regional FSAC to monitor the situation and anticipate and prepare for moves which could 
exacerbate some of land issues already faced by protracted IDPs in Hirat.  
 

People in Need 
 

Population (CSO 2014) 
 

Humanitarian Organizations Present 
with Current Operations 

Transition Status 
 

• 1,171 conflict IDPs (Jan–Jun 
2014,UNHCR) 

• 784 natural disaster affected 
people (2014, IOM/OCHA) 

• 7,399 families in eight  “informal 
settlements” 

• Total: 1,816,100 
• Male: 50.7%  
• Female: 49.3%  
• Urban: 28.1%  
• Rural: 71.9% 

UNICEF, WFP, WHO, UNHCR, UNMACCA, 
IOM, ICRC, IFRC, IRC, WC, NRC, DRC, 
WVI, IAM, Medica Mondiale, CHA, ALSO, 
HELP, WASSA, ARAA, AHDAA, THT, 
HALO Trust, InterSOS, C-Aid, CRS, 
RWDOA, DACAAR and  WVI. 

Fully transferred to the 
Afghan National Army, 
31 December 2012. 

 
Humanitarian Coordination Structure:    
The Provincial Governor chairs the Provincial Disaster Management Committee with the support of a committed and relatively well 
resourced ANDMA: meetings have seldom taken place.  The Humanitarian Regional Team meeting, IDP Task Force and seven 
regional clusters provide the coordination fora for provincial and regional emergency responses. 
 
Humanitarian Access (Issues/Constraints):  
Attacks on humanitarian workers have increased during 2014 resulting in a reduction of the movement of humanitarians to the field.  
Major highways north, west and south are at times unsafe; insecurity eastward of Obe DAC can affect the transfer of humanitarian 
goods to Ghor.   
 
Disease Outbreaks as reported by DEWS:  
During the first six months of 2014 no outbreak incidents has been recorded.  During Sep 2013 outbreak of cholera was confirmed 
in Kamarkalagh informal settlement.   
 

 Humanitarian  Needs by Sector/Cluster 
Food Security and Agriculture: 2.8% of the population is "very severely food insecure"; 17% are 
“food insecure” (NRVA 2012).  The northern part of the province is dependent on rain fed agriculture and 
at risk of drought. 

Health: Hirat is rated to have medium needs, with some districts showing high (Injil & Adraskan) and 
very high (Karukh & Farsi) vulnerability.  Here, more than 40% of population has no/difficult access to 
health facilities and vaccination coverage is below 60%. 

Nutrition: The stunting prevalence rate is 31%, ranking Hirat 30th amongst the 34 provinces. 

Protection: There has been a 100% increase in civcas in the first six months of 2014, compared to the 
same period of 2013 (UNAMA HRO).  There are around 493 IDP families at risk of secondary 
displacement before winter due to unresolved land claims over the space they are occupying.  Assisted 
returns have decreased by111% at Islam Qala during the first seven months of 2014 compared to the 
same period in 2013(UNHCR).   

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene:  The province ranks low for needs and vulnerability (CHAP 2014) 
except for the three high-density districts of Hirat city, Injil and Guzara, due to the significant presence of 
IDPs.  
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