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HijRA AminA and the Directorate of Violence 
Against Women of the KRG team up for a joint 
awareness raising campaign against Domestic 

Violence and Trafficking in Persons in Erbil  
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From the 1st to 10th of december, the Eu funded 
programme HiJra amina and the directorate of violence 
against Women (dvaW) embarked on an intensive 
public campaign in Erbil, targeting the idP and refugee 
populations, host communities and the general public, on 
domestic violence and trafficking in persons (TiP). The aim 
of this joint effort was to raise public awareness on the 
two crimes. 

The campaign came at a timely moment when the Kri 
is facing one of the biggest influx of IDPs seen in Iraq.  

at this juncture, it is critical to sensitize the 
vulnerable populations on the dangers they 
might face, provide them with accurate 
information and avenues of support, provided 
both by the Directorate and IOM.  

The campaign targeted idP and refugee 
camps and areas in the Erbil governorate 
such as darashakran refugee camp, 
Kawergosk refugee camp, Baharka idP 
Camp and Shaklawa, where groups of mixed-

Participant: “I think the poverty that we see 
now in the camps may lead some toward taking 
unfair jobs and to becoming more susceptible to 
being trafficked.” 
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gender attendees participated in informative sessions 
and were able to discuss the nature of domestic 
violence and TiP.  The interactive sessions were an 
opportunity to respond to specific questions to help 
in better understanding the crimes and protection 
measures in place. Additional sessions in the women’s 
shelter and saresh Hospital strategically targeted 
those who may have experienced some exposure to 
these crimes, namely women and children, and the 
health practitioners working with them. 

Participants at the sessions were enthusiastic to learn 
more on the subject of TiP, and were keen to discuss 
their understanding of the crime. Further, the staff of 
Saresh Hospital noted the benefits of the campaign, 
and suggested further coordination with the ministry of 
Health to better educate those working in the field on 
indicators to detect potential TiP cases.

Brochures, in arabic and Kurdish were distributed 
after each session to ensure participants left with 
key information and contact numbers for follow up 
assistance.

Participant: “If I am trafficked, what kind of 
assistance am I entitled to? Where can I go 
for protection?” 
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One participant asked whether the law can protect 
their rights and also punish traffickers, and whether this 
can be applied to those in the camps who are Syrian 
refugees.


