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HijRA AminA’s wide awareness raising 
campaign in KRi motivates government and civil 

society actors to combat the crime of TiP
Closing of awareness raising round in Sulaymaniyah

1

HiJra amina completed its 2014, awareness raising 
round on Combatting Trafficking in Persons in KRI this 
week with the final session featuring animated discussion 
and information sharing among Sulaymaniyah’s civil 
society.  The content presented to attendees positively 
provoked in depth conversations amongst facilitators and 
participants about personal encounters with victims of 
trafficking (VoTs) and larger societal issues at hand. 

The sessions delved into TiP legislation in 
the international context, as well as how this 
relates to Iraq and the passing of its Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Law of 2012 (No.28). 
Many expressed that this law was not being 
implemented to its full capacity, as of yet, 
and that there were still major obstacles 
to combating TiP primarily due to lack of 
knowledge. It was noted that awareness 

“NGOs should have a strong role alongside 
government in combatting TiP in Iraq” 
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raising sessions, such as those ongoing under 
IOM’s HIJRA AMINA programme since October 
2014, are the first step to combatting the problem, 
as stakeholders must first be aware of the existence 
of TiP and how to provide protection and assistance 
to VoTs. 

Among those who attended were Kurdistan 
Centre for Strengthening Administrative and 
Managerial Ability, Government Emergency Cell, 
Modern Education for Kurdistan, Kurdistan Village 
Reconstruction Organization, Voice of Older People, 
Kurdistan Children Nest, Women’s Legal Assistance 
 and Kurdistan Save the Children; all local NGOs 

that deal directly with women and children, as well 
as other populations vulnerable to TiP.  

As the 2014 sessions drew to a close, it was evident 
how beneficial each group that participated, whether 
government or non-government actors, found the 
sessions to be. The value of knowledge in tackling 
this serious and unfortunate issue is undeniable. To 
this end, moving forward and in the coming months, 
HIJRA AMINA will continue to raise awareness in TiP 
by directly targeting IDPs and those most susceptible 
to fall victim to this crime. 

Above and below: participants worked together while practicing screening interviews for VoTs


