
     

SITUATION ANALYSIS
After five years of ravaging and devastating conflict, the damage to the health system has resulted in increased mortali-
ty and outbreaks of communicable and vaccine preventable diseases. Children across the country are getting sick more 
often. According to Syrian medical organizations, over half of all premature deaths in areas under siege have occurred 
in children under 14 years old, a quarter of them infants. Half of all the medical staff have fled Syria and only one third of 
hospitals are functional. Each doctor used to look after the needs of around 600 people – now it’s up to 4,000. In some 
areas, conditions are much worse: in Aleppo, only 10 pediatricians are left to care for an estimated 140,000 children. 
Over the course of the conflict, diseases have returned to Syria: polio paralyzed 36 children in Syria before it was 
contained by a series of immunization campaigns. No new cases of polio have been recorded since January 2014, but 
other diseases continue to emerge, including measles, leishmaniosis, and hepatitis A. Waterborne diseases, such as 
typhoid fever, are spreading in the besieged areas and wherever WASH facilities are not functional.

FUNDING STATUS

ACHIEVEMENTS
beneficiaries targeted (2016)

beneficiaries reached (Jan - Mar 2016)

PROGRAMME FOCUS
In March, some 2.5 million children under five were reached with national 
polio campaign that was conducted across all 14 Governorates. In the 
North, a measles campaign was conducted that vaccinated a total of 
927,820 children with the MR vaccine out of a campaign target of 1.02 
million children (91 per cent). In addition, some 125,400 Syrian children and 
mothers benefitted from medical consultations in 11 Governorates (except 
for Ar Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor and Idleb). A total of around 432,000 beneficiaries 
were reached with UNICEF-provided health supplies since January 2016 
through the regular and cross-border programmes. Emergency programmes 
supported at least 50,200 children and mothers in 10 hard-to reach 
locations to access primary health care and essential medical supplies. 
While additional essential medical supplies were delivered by UNICEF 
through inter-agency convoys for some 21,200 children and mothers in the 
two besieged areas of Kafr Batna and Madamiyeh in Rural Damascus.

MODUS OPERANDI
UNICEF focuses on reaching the most vulnerable, especially those living in 
hard-to-reach and besieged locations, and leveraging its strong field presence 
inside Syria by operating out of five field hubs and through cross-border 
programmes. In health, the focus is on reactivating and   strengthening routine 
immunization services and expanding access to primary and maternal care. In 
accessible locations, UNICEF delivers its health programme through the 
Ministry of Health (MOH) and its Directorates of Health in the different 
Governorates as well as local NGOs including the Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
and Palestinian Red Crescent. In hard to reach and besieged areas, UNICEF 
implements its health programme through cross-line convoy missions and 
through cross-border operations. In addition, UNICEF works with local partners 
which are still operational in hard to reach locations to deliver primary health 
care services for children and women in bearing age. Cross border operations 
are supporting the distribution of essential health supplies to facilities and 
through vaccination campaigns against polio and measles.
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Children under five vaccinated through polio campaigns

Children  under one reached with routine vaccination

Primary Health Care outpatient consultations supported 

(children & women of child bearing age)

Beneficiaries (estimated) reached with health supplies

2.9 m

1.5 m

520,000

380,315

UNICEF Targets

432, 807
2.36 m

% covered

88%

25%

1%

18%

%
Funding gap
99

2.55 m

Beneficiaries (estimated) in besieged & hard to reach areas 

served with essential health supplies through convoys
5 330,300 n/a
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