
Response to outbreaks including 10 probable cases (one death) of typhoid fever in the municipality of Kananga, Region VIII, and 
environmental risk reduction activities to reduce dengue case numbers in Ormoc City are being undertaken.

In the next three months, more than 70,000 births are expected, of which about 8,500 (12.1%) are from adolescent mothers under 19. 
The physical rehabilitation of health facilities requires further commitment from partners to provide assistance to most of the affected 
areas. Continuity of health services is critical as many medical teams have departed and not all services are yet in place.

OVERVIEW

URGENT HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

Typhoon Haiyan swept through the central Philippines on 8 November 2013, destroying 
half a million homes, killing more than 6,000 people, and displacing over four million.

The Health Cluster aims to prevent deaths, reduce harm from injury, reduce transmission 
of infectious disease, and provide efficient treatment as appropriate. Health services 
need to be fully re-established, health facilities rebuilt, and health systems improved. 

Three months into the response, the activities currently focus on:
1) Provision for immediate healthcare needs, including obstetric and neonatal care, 
    infectious diseases, and mental health needs;
2) Strengthening surveillance and outbreak prevention and response; and
3) Continued support to primary and secondary healthcare activities and access to     
    tertiary referral services.

HEALTH CLUSTER

CLUSTER RESPONSE 

There are 16 foreign medical teams currently operating in Regions VI, VII and VIII. Most teams provide basic outpatient and emergency 
care. Two emergency maternity care units are set up in Palo (Leyte) and Balangiga (Eastern Samar) to ensure safe deliveries and 
respond to obstetric complications. UNFPA also donated 10 ambulances to referral facilities and 24 motorized tricycle ambulances to 
municipal health centres to facilitate transport of emergency obstetric cases to the facilities.

In the municipality of Kananga, control measures, including the distribution of jerry cans, water purification tablets and hygiene kits, 
as well as an intensified hygiene promotion campaign are being conducted in response to the suspected typhoid fever outbreak. 
An acute watery diarrhoea preparedness and response plan and training for hospital, regional and provincial health staff in Region 
VIII was completed by the Department of Health CHD VIII, WHO and UNICEF. A rapid coverage survey of the measles outbreak 
response immunization campaign, conducted in Tacloban and affected neighbouring municipalities in January 2014, is under way. The 
establishment of Local Government Unit (LGU) water quality monitoring teams in Cebu through capacity-building and the provision of 
water test kits, is planned following an assessment of capacity for water quality monitoring.

Since December 2013, a total of 56 reproductive health medical missions have been conducted in Leyte, Eastern Samar, Capiz and 
Iloilo serving 8,948 women-beneficiaries, including 3,711 pregnant and 3,992 lactating women, through pre- and post-natal checkups, 
health information sessions, and hygiene kit distribution. Vector control interventions are ongoing and have been intensified in selected 
areas in Tacloban where suspected cases of dengue have been reported.
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CHALLENGES

In Tacloban, the delivery of critical services such as 
immunization, facility based delivery, antiretroviral 
therapy and TB detection and treatment remain 
challenges as the Regional Health Units and health 
centres are not fully operational.

Provision of services has been hampered by r ain, 
landslides and floods caused by tropical depression 
Basyang.

Providing health services especially to 42 barangays 
in the 20 small islands of Iloilo (Carles and 
Concepcion) remains a challenge as these areas are 
accessible only by small boats.
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Cluster lead agency / co-lead agency Department of Health / WHO - UNFPA

For further information, please contact: 

Ben Lane WHO, Health Cluster Coordinator laneb@wpro.who.int +63-905-367-0351

Jorge Martinez WHO, Response Coordination martinezj@wpro.who.int +63-905-267-5116

Michael Singh UNFPA Reproductive Health Coordinator jsingh@unfpa.org +63-917-513-0300

Sew Lun Genevieve Ah-Sue UNFPA ahsue@unfpa.org +63-917-860-1932

Background on the crisis
Typhoon Haiyan (known locally as Yolanda) swept through the central Philippines on 8 November, killing over 6,000 people and displacing some 
4 million people, flattening homes and damaging schools, health centres and other infrastructure. Some experts estimate the storm was among 
the strongest ever to make landfall. On 9 November, the Government accepted the UN offer of international assistance. The Government also 
welcomed the deployment, in the initial phase of disaster response, of a large number of countries’ military assets. The humanitarian community’s 
one-year Strategic Response Plan calling for $788 million has been released and is closely aligned to the Government’s Yolanda Recovery and 
Rehabilitation Plan launched on 18 December.
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of which about 8,500 (12.1 per cent) are from mothers 
under 19 years old.
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