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Latest Developments 

 

New Arrivals  
Since 17 October (the beginning of the Mosul offensive) a total of 27 Iraqis arrived at Al Hol. In the weeks 
previous to this 912 arrived. Reportedly, there is a group of 200 individuals at Rajm Sleby, on the Syrian side 
of the border undergoing screening by security agencies as the authorities are worried about the possibility 
of ISIS hiding amongst the refugees. When screened they will brought to Al Hol camp. There are presently 
4,600 refugees who arrived since April and living in the existing Al Hol Camp. 
As of yet, there has been no big cross border movement or any large presence of newly displaced 
populations near the Syrian border reported. 
In addition to the refugee influx, 3,500 IDPs from Deir Es Zour recently arrived in Al Hol, most of whom have 
travelled onwards to various destinations.  Currently there are over 200 IDPs remaining in Al Hol camp.  
UNHCR, sister UN agencies and INGO partners are providing necessary support to IDPs. 

 
Site Preparation 
A UNHCR team comprised of the Head of Field Office Qamishli, protection officer, field officer and engineers 
have been continually moving between Al Hol camp and Qamishli to monitor and oversee the site 
preparation progress for the expected influx from Mosul.  
Three groups groups of heavy machinery  have been mobilised and are on site. They include  Grader, 
Compactor, Water Trucks and 
Excavators as well as 100 
water tanks.  

 
UNHCR has also mobilised 
refugees under a cash for 
work scheme in preparation to 
erect family tents during the 
time residential blocks are 
being completed.  
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A three-phase plan unrolled to 
expand Al Hol camp is well 
underway. The first phase of camp 
preparedness to receive 15,000 
refugees from Iraq, is near 
completion, with preparations 
underway for another 15,000. 
Eventual capacity will be for 
50,000. 
A site has been prepared with 
tents pitched to house new arrivals. However, so far tents have not been occupied and will be allotted to as 
Iraqis begin reaching Al Hol. Additional tents are already stocked in Qamishli to be pitched, should the 
number of new arrivals increase. 
Assembly of six Rub halls for reception center and storage has begun. 
Pending arrival and full mobilization of partners, UNHCR is moving ahead with improving infrastructure and 
services in the camp. Presently there are 384 latrines in the camp for the existing population. 

 
Coordination 

On 19 October the UNHCR Representative 
travelled to Hassakeh to oversee the progress of 
the site preparation and Humanitarian 
Response, as well as meet with the governor 
and the local authorities.  
On 17 October a coordination meeting was held 
in Malkia with NGO’s and UN sister agencies 
WFP/UNICEF. UNHCR briefed the NGOs on the 
Al Hol camp design and the progress on land  
preparation works. Practical steps were 
proposed to speed up preparations and 
thematic working groups (WASH, food health, 
protection) were organized to ensure that the 
NGO’s contribution could immediately be 
delivered in Al Hol. UNHCR is trucking water for 

the camp population, the WFP and some NGOs are providing food, UNICEF is mobilising to take over some 
of the WASH services, a camp clinic is providing basic health care and there is an ambulance available for 
referrals to Hassakeh. 

 
 
Supplies 
Through UNHCR airlifts and airlifts through the WFP  logistics cluster, UNHCR has NFIs in place for 50,000 
people. The WFP has confirmed that food is in place for 50,000 and also provided six Rub Halls for storage 
and reception facilities, which are now being installed. Presently there is to a small storage facility in Al Hol 
for delivery of assistance to the existing population.  
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UNHCR Presence 
UNHCR is reinforcing its presence by opening a field office in Hassakeh to ensure an more effective response 

 
Protection 
The UNHCR Protection teams in Iraq and Syria are in regular contact and providing guidance to the teams on 
the ground. UNHCR continues to advocate and support the government’s open door policy for Iraqi 
refugees. In addition, the protection unit in Qamishli is preparing to identify and profile new arrivals in the 
new reception center in Al Hol. In view of Al Hol’s specific challenges,  UNHCR intends to beef up its 
protection monitoring, rapid need assessment  and mass information capacity, as well as its ability to rapidly 
adapt and respond to fast moving events.  
In addition, UNHCR and the INGOs agreed to coordinate their capacity building efforts aiming  to improve 
the camp’s management by local authorities and the refugees’ overall access to international protection. 

 
 
Priority Tasks  

 Camp security such as fencing, guards and patrolling. 

 Communal lighting. 

 Camp expansion work for the next phase. 

 Completion of camp warehousing and reception centre that will be equipped to process some 1,000 
new arrivals a day. 

 Improvement of services and infrastructure in the camp. 

 Winterization. 

 


