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CONCERN RISES FOR PEOPLE WHO REMAIN CUT OFF FROM RELIEF 

EFFORTS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

 
 

(Manila, 10 November 2013):  The United Nations and the humanitarian community 

have ramped up critical relief operations following the devastating super typhoon that hit 

the Philippines on 8 November. However, access remains a key challenge as some areas 

are still cut off from relief operations.   

 

The Government of the Philippines in partnership with Member States has mobilized 

search and rescue efforts and continue to clear main roads.  Relief efforts involve creating 

a pipeline of aid and goods distribution with deployment of relief specialists and logistic 

support.  However travel to remote locations remains a challenge and there are areas that 

have not yet been reached to assess casualties and damage.   

 

Unknown numbers of survivors do not have basic necessities such as food, water and 

medicines and remain inaccessible for relief operations, as roads, airports and bridges 

were destroyed or covered in wreckage.  

 

“UN emergency response teams arrived in Tacloban city within 12 hours of the disaster. 

Specialist teams from member states and humanitarian agencies are committed and 

mobilized, and making their way to the Philipppines.  They are pooling resources, food 

and non-food items to assist the most vulnerable people,” said Luiza Carvalho, Resident 

and Humanitarian Coordinator for the Philippines.   

 

“It is vital that we reach those who are stranded in isolated areas as they are at risk of 

further threats such as malnutrition, exposure to bad weather and unsafe drinking water,” 

she said.  

 

Relief operations have begun including airlifting of lifesaving food, health, medical and 

other supplies.  Available stockpiles were also released to meet immediate needs.  

 

“We must ensure everybody including the most vulnerable - children, the sick, the elderly 

and the disabled are protected from further suffering, having survived this terribly 

traumatic event,” said Ms Carvalho.  “I want to thank Member States and the 

humanitarian community for their prompt response and I urge continued international 

assistance.”  
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