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Rainfall Displacement Disease

The late onset of seasonal rains (March-May) has 
affected central, northwestern and southeastern 
Kenya, Uganda’s Karamoja region, and southern and 
central Somalia. 
Flash floods are ongoing in Somalia’s Bari, Madung 
and Bay regions. FAO SWALIM expects increased 
water levels in the Juba and Shabelle river basins. 
In Kenya, torrential rains have caused floods and 
landslides in Kwale, Mombasa, Taita Taveta and 
Garissa counties, including in Dadaab camp.
The IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC) predicts that northern Ethiopia will experi-
ence limited or no rainfall for most of May.  A full 
onset of the rainy season is needed to regenerate 
pastures and mitigate further depletion of livestock. 
Despite below average rainfall in parts of SNNPR, 
Amhara and Tigray, some farmers have planted 
maize, haricot beans and tubers.
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In Somalia, 36,066 cases of AWD/Cholera and 697 
related deaths (CFR 1.9%) were reported across 50 
districts in 13 regions between January and April. As 
of May 7, a total 7,031 measles cases have been 
reported.
In Ethiopia, water shortages are exacerbating an 
ongoing AWD outbreak in 40 districts across 7 zones 
in the Somali region.
In Kenya, 303 cholera cases and 5 related deaths 
have been reported since January: 281 in Tana River 
county, 22 in Dadaab camp and 2 in Nairobi county. 
In May, 153 cases of dengue fever (119 confirmed) 
were reported in Kisuani, Mvita, Changamwe and 
Likoni in Mombasa county.
Uganda is suffering a measles outbreak in Kamwenge 
district. Other districts on alert include Kampala, 
Mayuge and Wakiso.
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Somalia recorded 68,000 new drought-induced 
displacements during the last week of April, an 11 per 
cent rise within two weeks that brings the total number 
of displaced to 683,000 people since November 2016. 
Most new arrivals are to Baidoa (55,000) and Mogadi-
shu (39,000). Major displacements occurred in Bay, 
(52,740), Lower Shabelle (34,260), Bakool (12,360) and 
Mudug (3,340). Border monitoring by IOM DTM record-
ed 871 outflows to Kenya and Ethiopia against 283 
inflows into Somalia in April.
Over 843,000 people remain displaced due to drought, 
flood and conflict in Ethiopia, with some 4,500 Somalis 
crossing into Ethiopia's Somali region since the start of 
the year. 
Over 6,500 people were displaced by floods in Kenya’s 
Taita Taveta, Kwale and Mombasa counties. Since 
January, a total of 23,058 Somali refugees have volun-
tarily returned to Somalia, 707 of whom during the last 
two weeks of April. However, 509 Somalis crossed into 
camps in Garissa during that same period.
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1: Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), 2: Revised Humanitarian Response Plan (2017 HRP), 3: 2017 Flash Appeal. 
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13.6 million people (an increase of 2.5 million 
since April) in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya face 
crisis or emergency levels of food insecurity.
In Somalia, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC 
Phase 4) levels of acute food insecurity persist in 
many areas.  Approximately 2,510,000 people will 
be in Crisis and 700,000 in Emergency levels of 
food insecurity by June. Despite the provision of 
humanitarian assistance, there remains an elevated 
risk of famine (IPC Phase 5) due to severe food 
consumption gaps, high acute malnutrition, high 
disease burden and a reliance on food aid.
In Ethiopia, the Government has confirmed that 
7.78 million people face crisis and emergency food 
insecurity levels (up from 5.6 million in April). More 
people are expected to become food insecure due 
to poor rainfall and expected harvests.

 
An infestation of fall armyworm is spreading across 
East Africa.
In Kenya, fall armyworm has affected key maize and 
wheat producing  counties in Western and in the Rift 
Valley. There are unconfirmed reports in eastern and 
coastal areas. The Ministry of Agriculture requires 
KSH320 million to train extension officers, launch 
public information campaigns and purchase pesti-
cides. There are concerns that the pest will develop 
resistance to pesticides if application is not carefully 
managed.
In Uganda, fall armyworm has affected 54 out of 116 
districts and is spreading quickly. The Ministry of 
Agriculture is advising farmers to use a combination of 
Lambda-cyhalothrin, Thiamethoxam and Rocket 
(20-30 millilitres for every 15-20 litres of water), while 
more sustainable measures are explored.
In Ethiopia, fall armyworm has affected five districts in 
three southwestern zones: Bench-Maji, Kaffa and 
Sheka. Local authorities are using “pheromone trap” 
methods to detect the pests and spray pesticides.
FAO convened a meeting of agricultural experts in 
Nairobi on April 25 to review the impact of fall army-
worm and discuss strategies to minimise its damage.
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Maize and sorghum prices remained relatively 
stable in April due to emergency food aid 
distributions, with the exception of spikes in 
Baidoa. Coarse grain and dairy prices remain 
above average annual levels. The cost of milk 
rose sharply in Bay and Middle Juba but 
declined in Gedo and Lower Juba. Livestock 
prices exhibited mixed trends across the 
country but remained well below last year’s 
levels, particularly in Bay, Gedo and Middle 
Juba, due to deteriorating body conditions.
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Kenya's annual inflation rate accelerated to its highest 
level in five years as drought compounds price 
pressures.

The price of maize is 48% higher than a year 
ago due to an expected poor Belg harvest 
caused by low rainfall and an infestation of 
fall armyworm in southwestern areas. Prices 
of another staple, Teff, have increased 
steadily since January and are higher than 
comparable periods last year.

Maize prices increased sharply in April, 
achieving record high levels. Supply shortag-
es have been caused by a poor 2016 
short-rains harvest and an anticipated poor 
long-rains harvest in 2017 due to low rainfall 
and fall armyworm.
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Appeals remain less than 50 per cent funded. Donors 
have provided US$629 million to scale up famine 
prevention activities in Somalia. This includes US$479 
million contributed for the 2017 HRP, and US$151 
million for activities outside of its remit.

Funded  Unmet
* This includes US$479m for the 2017 HRP,  US$151m contributed  outside the HRP.

US$2.6 billion 
Total requirements


