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Background and Security 

Insecurity in the northern region of CAR 

On 10 December, rebels of the l’Union des Forces 

Démocratiques (UFDR) led by Michel Djotodia took 

control on the north eastern towns of Ndélé, Sam 

Ouandja and Ouadda. As the attacks continue in 

the region, a new alliance called Seleka has been 

formed consisting of dissident members of the 

Convention des Patriotes pour la Justice et la Paix 

(CPJP) led by General Noureldine Adam, the 

Convention des Patriotes du Salut du Kodro 

(CPSK) led by General Mohamed-Moussa 

Dhaffane and the UFDR. The towns of Bamingui, 

Mbrès,  Kabo, Bria and Batangafo have also been 

occupied by the Seleka coalition.   

Violence and the presence of armed groups in the 

Ndélé sub-prefecture caused panic among the 

population, most of whom decided to flee into the 

bush and two sites in town. Over 900 internally 

displaced people (IDPs) have been identified in 

Ndélé. 

Even though the overall number of casualties 

remains unknown, the humanitarian consequences 

are high including restricted access to assistance 

and social services, loss of personal belongings 

and livelihoods. Abandoned homes and the 

compounds of some humanitarian organizations 

have been looted.  

Most UN and non-governmental organization 

(NGO) staff in Ndélé have been relocated to Bangui 

and some humanitarian services have either been 

suspended or reduced, pending an improvement in 

the security situation. Two humanitarian 

organizations still present in Ndélé are providing 

immediate assistance consisting of health services, 

non-food items and clean drinking water.  

“The humanitarian community is deeply concerned 

about the humanitarian impact on the civilian 

population and urges all parties to observe strictly 

international humanitarian law, ensure that 

humanitarian access and space are unhindered as 

well as protect civilian lives and livelihoods.” said 

Modibo I. Toure, acting UN Resident and 

Humanitarian Coordinator in the Central African 

Republic. The Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is facilitating 

discussions with humanitarian partners to ensure a 

needs assessment and effective response process. 

Contact Joseph Benamse: benamse@un.org for 

more information. 

 

Advocating against sexual violence in conflict 

On 05 December, the United Nations Special 

Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) 

on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Ms Zainab Hawa 

Bangura arrived in Bangui. 

“We are aware of the consequences that sexual 

violence can have on a person, a community and a 

country. They degrade and dehumanize the victim 

while hampering reconciliation and efforts towards 

lasting peace," said the SRSG. “I chose to visit 

CAR as the first destination after my appointment, 

to ensure that information on this situation can 

finally be available so that the country can receive 

the necessary support…Our mission is therefore to 

ensure that it is not forgotten’’ she stated. 

The SRSG's mandate is to provide coherent and 

strategic leadership in the fight against sexual 

violence in conflict situations; engage in advocacy 

efforts with governments, including military and 

judicial representatives; all parties to an armed 

conflict and civil society; strengthen the United 

Nations’ existing coordination mechanisms; 

promote cooperation and coordination efforts of all 

stakeholders, mainly through the network of UN 

Action against Sexual Violence in Conflict (UN 

Action). Contact Ikavi Uwolowulakana: 

ikavi@un.org for more information. 

mailto:sawadogoa@un.org
mailto:ikavi@un.org


HDPT CAR Information Bulletin 
 

2 
 
This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with the 
Humanitarian Development Partnership Team (HDPT).  For more information, pleasevisit: http://hdptcar.net 

CAR 2012 measles outbreaks 

In 2012, eight sub-prefectures were hit by measles 

outbreaks: including, Birao (Vakaga, north-east), 

Ndélé (Bamingui-Bangoran, north-central), Kaga-

Bandoro (Nana Gribizi, north-central), Batangafo 

and Markounda (Ouham, north-west) Bocaranga 

(Ouham-Pende, north-west), Abba (Nana 

Mambéré, west) and Boali (Ombella-M'Poko, south-

west). 

 

In November and early December, 131 cases with 

7 deaths were recorded in the village of Nzamari, 

Ngaoundaye sub-prefecture (north-west). 

Assessment missions in Nzamari and surrounding 

area revealed the epidemic’s severity. Blood 

samples sent to Bangui’s Institut Pasteur for 

analysis, confirmed a measles outbreak. The 

Ministry of Health’s plan to respond to this outbreak 

includes the need to strengthen epidemiological 

surveillance, assistance to people affected and a   

December 2013 vaccination campaign. 

Contact Dr. Casimir Manenguc: 

manenguc@cf.afro.who.int for more information. 

Relocation of refugees from Mboki and Obo to 

Zémio 

In October, the Central African Government 

decided to expand the refugee camp in the town of 

Zémio (Haut-Mbomou prefecture, south-east) to 

accommodate refugees in the towns of Obo and 

Mboki (Haut-Mbomou prefecture, south-east). The 

set-up of a joint camp in the Haut-Mbomou 

prefecture is meant to ensure better protection and 

assistance to refugees of Mboki and Obo. 

This ongoing operation is led by the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the 

National Committee for Refugees (CNR). Some 

420 tents, 142 latrines and 3 water bladders of 

2,500 liters have been installed in partnership with 

the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and 

the Agency for Technical Cooperation and 

Development (ACTED).  

"While fleeing, my family and I got separated. My 

sister and I found ourselves in Mboki and my 

parents and brothers in Zemio. You cannot imagine 

how great my joy is," said Grace Wenessale, a 23 

year old refugee from the Soukadi village (Eastern 

Province, Democratic Republic of Congo).  

"That said, we'll have to start all over again in 

Zemio, it means rebuilding everything and getting 

acclimatized to a new environment”. 

Grace sought refuge in Mboki while fleeing attacks 

from the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in her 

country. She gradually started a new life with the 

support of UNHCR. Over three years, by 

performing household or rural chores for the native 

population of Mboki, she has been able to take care 

of herself and her one year old son.  

 

 

Grace and her son upon arrival in Zemio. Photo: 

Gisèle. W.M-OCHA 

"My only hope is for the restoration of security in my 

country so I can go home," she says. 

Contact Lamine Bamba: bambala@unhcr.org for 

more information. 
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