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Background and Security 

Conflict between FACA and an armed group in 

Baltézé 

On 26 November, a group of armed men ambushed the 

Central African armed force (FACA) in Baltézé on the 

Béhili road, about 20 km from Kabo (Ouham prefecture, 

north-west). As a result of this attack 9 FACA soldiers 

died including the Kabo Area Commander and the 

Moyenne - Sido (north-west) Detachment Sub-

Lieutenant.  

Following this attack, some inhabitants of Kabo sought 

refuge in the bush and a FACA contingent arrived in the 

city on 28 November to reinforce security. Humanitarian 

actors in the region such as Solidarités International (SI) 

and the Danish Council for Refugees (DRC) have 

evacuated their staff and temporarily suspended their 

activities in the region. During this attack, 4 vehicles 

belonging to two humanitarian organizations were seized 

by FACA forces. The 4 vehicles were finally returned on 

28 November after the humanitarian community led by 

the CAR Humanitarian Coordinator advocated for the 

respect of humanitarian space and principles. 

Five people escape LRA captivity 

On 30 November, five people captured by the Lord's 

Resistance Army (LRA) escaped to the compound of the 

Ugandan Army (UPDF) in Mboki (Haut-Mbomou 

prefecture, south-east).  

Out of the five escapees, two Ugandans aged 24 were 

repatriated by the UPDF to Uganda.  A 16 year old 

Congolese was also repatriated to her country of origin. 

Meanwhile, the UPDF handed over two girls aged 13 and 

17 years to the NGO Cooperazione Internazionale 

(COOPI) in Obo for their assistance. 

Humanitarian/Development activities 

Food assistance in the CAR 

In March 2012, the World Food Programme (WFP) 

received funding from the United States worth US$ 10 

million. This donation enabled WFP to provide 5,000 tons 

of food assistance to refugees, internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) and emergency school canteens in CAR. 

The food consisted of 2,070 tons of rice, 2,000 tons of 

corn flour, 490 tons of vegetables, 400 tons of vegetable 

oil and 40 tons of CSB (a mixture of corn flour and 

fortified soy). 

"This generous contribution from the U.S. Government is 

crucial because it enables us to provide life-saving 

emergency food assistance to people affected by armed 

conflict, particularly in the south-east of the country due 

to insecurity perpetrated by the activities of the Lord’s 

Resistance Army (LRA). With this donation, WFP has 

assisted over 109,000 vulnerable people this year, "said 

WFP Representative, Houssainou Taal. 

While monitoring WFP implementation operations in the 

south-east, on 21 November the United States 

Ambassador, Lawrence D. Wholers, the WFP 

Representative and COOPI Head of Mission, Turato 

Massimo went on mission to Zémio (Haut-Mbomou 

prefecture, south-east). 

WFP in partnership with COOPI has provided food 

assistance to 18,000 beneficiaries in the region. This 

donation from the United States will enable Congolese 

refugees, displaced children and resident populations to 

enroll in schools where WFP’s schools feeding 

programmes are operational. Children receive porridge 

consisting of a mixture of corn flour fortified soy and a 

daily hot meal composed of rice, beans, oil and salt. 

Assistance to school canteens can encourage children to 

return to school in areas affected by insecurity, 

particularly in Mboki, Obo and Zémio. 

The presence of the LRA in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) has resulted in an influx of Congolese 

refugees into CAR and the internal displacement of the 

CAR population from the south-east since July 2009. 

Contact Houssainou Taal: houssainou.taal@wfp.org for 

more information. 

HIV / AIDS situation in CAR 

 

World AIDS Day was commemorated in the CAR on 2 

December due to the celebration of the nation’s 

Independence Day on 1 December. During this 

commemoration ceremony, a national campaign against 

HIV / AIDS 2012 was launched in Bouar (Nana-Mambéré 

prefecture, west). 
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"The number of people with access to a treatment that 

can save their lives has increased by 60% and the 

number of new infections has been reduced by 50% in 25 

countries, including 13 in sub-Saharan Africa. The 

number of AIDS deaths has fallen by a third since 2005. 

The number of people accessing life-saving treatment 

rose by 60 per cent and new infections have fallen by half 

in 25 countries – 13 of them in sub-Saharan Africa. AIDS-

related deaths have dropped by a quarter since 2005." 

said the United Nations Secretary General in his 

message on World AIDS day. 

In CAR, although the 6.2% prevalence rate recorded in 

the 2006 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS-3) has 

declined, the HIV epidemic remains widespread in the 

country. The 2010 (MICS-4) reveals that the current 

prevalence rate is 4.9%. The seroprevalence rate among 

women and men between 15 and 49 years, estimated 

respectively at 6.3% and 3% has also decreased 

significantly. In the 15 to 24 age group, there is a 

prevalence rate of 4.2% among girls against 0.7% among 

boys. For women, the prevalence rate increases with the 

level of education, while there was no association 

between education and prevalence among men. HIV 

prevalence is also higher among women and men in the 

richest households. Contact Christine Mbonyingingo: 

mbonyingingoc@unaids.org for more information. 

UNHAS funding shortfall 

The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), managed by 

WFP in the CAR, is facing a critical funding shortfall and 

will have to cut back services by half. The service needs 

US$ 1.8 million to continue by the end of the year. 

A view of UNHAS before takeoff. Picture OCHA 

“With all the emergencies around the world, the CAR 

goes largely unnoticed – you could even say it is a 

forgotten emergency. But the humanitarian needs are 

huge and support for the air service is crucial,” said 

WFP’s Aviation Chief Pierre Carrasse. 

Over 40 organizations depend on UNHAS to transport aid 

workers to remote areas on the field. It presently 

operates two aircrafts, but would likely downsize to one if 

additional funding for 2012 is not received. This could 

eventually lead to the closure of the service. 

Given poor roads, many of which become impassable 

during the rainy season, armed conflicts and banditry, 

UNHAS is essential to deliver humanitarian assistance to 

refugees, internally displaced people and other 

vulnerable groups. Since the beginning of 2012, UNHAS 

carried on average, 600 humanitarian workers per month 

to 23 destinations across the country, or 1,910 hours. 

In 2012, UNHAS was primarily funded by the U.S. 

Agency for International Development (USAID), the 

Emergency Response Fund United Nations (CERF), the 

Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection (ECHO), Belgium and Ireland. Contact Guy 

Luzitu: guy.luzitu@wfp.org for more information. 

Livelihoods, Food Security and Nutrition 

 
The map is available on the HDPT website: 
http://www.hdptcar.net/documents/ 

According to the Global Information and Early Warning 

System (GIEWS) on food and agriculture for the CAR, in 

November, malnutrition and food insecurity levels were 

alarmingly high. About 40 percent of children under the 

age of five were classified as malnourished while 10 

percent were underweight.  

The global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is estimated at 

7.4 percent at national level, but in four prefectures 

(Ombella M’Poko, Ouham, Lobaye and Vakaga) the GAM 

rates have exceeded the emergency threshold of 10 

percent set by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

According to a recent Integrated Food Security Phase 

Classification (IPC) conducted in May 2012, the entire 

population of the Central African Republic is food 

insecure, while more than 776,000 Central Africans 

outside the capital Bangui (close to 20 percent of the total 

population) are in a food crisis. Overall, 1.92 million of 

people are estimated to be in need of humanitarian 

assistance. Full GIEWS report available on: 

http://reliefweb.int/country/caf 

For more information or to contribute to this bulletin, please contact: 
OCHA Bangui, CAR 
Laura Fultang, Information & Donor Liaison Officer 
fultangl@un.org 
+236 70 18 80 64 
GisèleWillybiro-Maïdou, Information Assistant  
willybiro@un.org 
+236 70 18 80 61 
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