
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 IDP numbers in Borno 

exceed 1 million. 

 Over 200, 000 IDPs return to 

homes in Adamawa state. 

 60% of IDPs are living in 

school buildings. 

 Child protection measures 

are being scaled up in the 

North-East. 

 A toll-free information hotline 

for IDPs opens in Yola in 

July. 

FIGURES 

Affected pop. 4.6 m 

# food insecure 
people 

4.6 m 

# malnourished 
people 

1.5 m 

# IDPs 1.4 m 

# refugees 247,000 

# returnees 223,141 

  

FUNDING 

100 million  
SRP requirement (US$) 

 

27% funded (as of 6 

July 2015). 
 

New IOM figures show little change for IDPs 
The fourth round of the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) was released this week by 
the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) in cooperation with International 
Organization for Migration (IOM). According to the DTM results, the IDP crisis in North-
East Nigeria has largely remained static since April and, despite efforts, the IDPs have 
seen little change in their situation, and living conditions. 

A total of 1,385,298 IDPs have been identified in Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 
Taraba and Yobe states, a decrease of 106,408 since April. Insurgency continues to be 
the major cause of displacement (for 95% of IDPs identified), with the remaining 5% 
displaced by community clashes, predominantly in Taraba. 
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All data from IOM DTM I-IV. There are no data available for the number of IDPs in Borno in Round I (December 2014). 
 

The drop in the number of IDPs highlighted by the report is due to the movements of 
return, especially in Adamawa state. A total of 223,141 IDPs have returned to northern 
Adamawa. 

All of the states witnessed a drop in the number of IDPs, with the exception of Borno, 
where numbers have now exceeded 1 million displaced.  

It is likely that the increase in Borno is a combined result of increasing numbers of 
internally displaced and returning refugees.   

The vast majority of IDPs (80%) are from Borno, with 7.6% from Adamawa and 6.7% 
from Yobe. 

Intentions of return 

The majority of the IDPs expressed a desire to return to their places of origin (82%), but 
only if specified conditions are met.  For most (73%), return will only be possible when the 
security situation improves.  The rest would like to see an improvement in the economic 
situation of their areas of origin in order to return. 

Are needs being met? 

Food was the key need highlighted by the IDPs (56%), followed by shelter (12%) and 
employment (7%). Just under half of the registered IDPs (47%) said they had received 
food, while 19% had received NFIs and 5% shelter materials. 

27% of the respondents said they had not received any assistance at all. This figure was 
higher for IDPs in host communities (40%) than in camps, or camp-like sites (11%). 

Half of the sites still have no access to electricity, a factor that has remained unchanged 
since April. Many IDPs have limited or no access to cooking facilities.   

Sanitation and waste disposal also remain ongoing problems. More than three quarters of 
the sites have neither hand-washing facilities nor a working drainage system. Although 
the number of individuals sharing a toilet has more than halved since April (from 266 to 
129), the figure still far exceeds the sphere standard of one toilet per 20 individuals. 

The key concerns by sector identified in DTM Round IV were shelter and non-food items 
(NFI), most notably blankets and mosquito nets. 

The need for shelter support is now urgent 

Shelter is a crucial concern for the humanitarian response in North-East Nigeria. Shelter 
and NFI are a vital part of the response: without them the health and wellbeing of the 
affected population will suffer. 

More than half of registered 

IDPs are living in schools 

73% of IDPs want to return to 

their place of origin, if the 

security situation improves 
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Women IDPs with NFIs in Dalori camp in Maiduguri.                                                                         Credit: OCHA/Jaspreet Kindra 

 

More than half of registered IDPs are living in schools during the summer vacation.  

Schools are the most common type of shelter housing the IDPs to be identified during the 
assessment, making up 60% of the dwelling types in camps, camp-like sites and host 
communities.  Although currently empty for the summer vacation, in only two months the 
schools need to reopen so the pupils can return to their lessons. Viable shelter solutions 
need to be found, and fast, or many more members of the IDP community will be forced 
to live in inadequate dwellings. 

Furthermore, the residents of 20 out of the 42 sites reported a need for shelter repair 
materials. 

Where returns are happening, housing is also proving to be a significant issue. 40% of 
returnees are finding their homes to be completely destroyed, and a further 20% find their 
homes partially destroyed or burned. 

There is now a pressing need for shelter support in the North-East. The shelter sector is 
gearing up to divert resources to  areas most in need, predominantly in Borno state, but 
for them to properly address the shelter crisis, viable housing alternatives are needed, 
and urgently. 

Unprecedented numbers of unaccompanied 
children amongst the displaced 
The insurgency in the North-East has resulted in the separation of children from their 
families, and has created many new orphans. 

This crisis has witnessed the displacement of Unaccompanied And Separated Children 
(UASC) on a massive scale. Exact numbers are not known and estimates differ, but it is 
likely that the figure is in the tens of thousands. 

According to Round III of the DTM (April 2015), UASC made up roughly 1.7% of the IDP 
population, up from 1.6% in Round II (February 2015). More recent data are not available 
as UASC were not included in the latest round. 

According to DTM figures, children have consistently made up over half of the IDP 
population. 

Children make up over half 

the IDP population 
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It is likely that many UASC are living in host communities, and are not easily accessible. 

To address the specific problems UASC face, child protection efforts are being scaled up. 
UN agencies and organizations are working with NGO partners, and supporting 
government measures to increase the security of these vulnerable children. 

Who will look after the unaccompanied children? 

Many of these children were unaccompanied before the crisis, headed for or attending 
Koranic schools, and many more have lost or become separated from their families as a 
result of the conflict.  With little or no existing alternative care this raises a vital concern: 
who will look after the children? 

Many adults have taken on the ad-hoc care of these children, but these situations are far 
from stable. With the fluidity of IDP movements in the North-East, people are moving 
several times, which risks UASC children being left behind. 

 

 
Children make up a large proportion of IDPs in camps in Maiduguri, Borno                            Photo credit: OCHA/Jaspreet Kindra 

 

Child protection incidents are widespread 

Without the protective environment of their families, unaccompanied and separated 
children are at heightened risk of abuse, violence, and exploitation. Child protection 
incidents have been reported in several of the sites where IDPs are living. The physical 
abuse of children has been reported in 12 of the sites identified by IOM in Round III of the 
DTM, and emotional abuse in 8. In 10 sites - roughly a quarter of those included - children 
reported feeling unsafe. 

UNICEF are treating the plight of these children as a key issue, and are working with the 
government and NGOs to build capacity in this vital area.  

UNICEF are working in partnership with the State Ministry of Women Affairs and Social 
Development (SMWASD) in Borno and Adamawa, with Save the Children in Borno, and 
the International Rescue Committee in Yobe to identify, support and, where necessary, 
identify, train and support caregivers for to ensure they have safe, appropriate care. 
SMWASD and the ICRC with the Nigerian Red Cross are trying to trace children, and 
reunify them with their families.  Psychosocial support programmes are also being rolled 
out to support children and caregivers to cope with the distress they are suffering as a 
result of the conflict and displacement. 

Children in a quarter of IDP 

sites reported feeling unsafe 

The fluidity of the IDPs’ 

situation means care of 

UASC is often ad-hoc and 

temporary 
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For further information, please contact:  
Kasper Engborg, Head of Office, engborg@un.org, Tel. +234 (0) 903 781 0140 
Kate Pond, HAO Public Information/Reports Officer, pond@un.org, Tel. +234 (0) 706 775 4832 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/nigeria | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Addressing these concerns is proving a challenge to the humanitarian community, who 
face not only ongoing issues like access and resources, but also the more specific issues 
of difficulties in identifying and tracking the children, and tracing their families.  

In addition, children have not only become separated from their families in the three 
States of Emergency: UASC have ended up in many States across Nigeria, including as 
far away as Edo State, increasing challenges for tracking, tracing and reunification. 

IDP hotline opens in Adamawa in July 
The information hotline for IDPs opens in Adamawa state in July. Manned by respondents 
trained to respond to the questions of IDPs and refer cases to the relevant sectors in the 
event of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), medical emergencies and security 
situations referrals. 

The hotline has been set up in response to needs identified by IDP communities about 
the support they need from the humanitarian community. It complements other, already-
established activities designed to address concerns raised by the IDP communities, like 
the consolidated Frequently Asked Questions and the landmines/improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) awareness campaign. 

A media campaign to promote the hotline in Adamawa state is in the final stages of 
preparation. Led by the Ministry of Information (MOI), it covers all main media outlets: 
television, radio, posters and print media. 

The Information and Feedback Task Team aims to improve two-way communication, to 
facilitate listening to feedback arising from affected women, men, and children and 
providing an effective subsequent response, and to improve getting relevant information 
to affected populations. The goal is to mitigate potential confusion among the IDPs – who 
often receive conflicting information around security and services - as well as to build the 
capacity of the affected people to lead their own recovery. 

The hotline will open daily from 7.00am to 7.00pm, and led by Hausa-speaking 
government staff from the National Orientation Agency (NOA) and the State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA), supported by MOI, IOM and OCHA. Staff will respond to 
incoming phone calls and text messages 12 hours a day. 

The phone lines will have an initial activation period of 2 months. Extension will depend 
on the availability of funding. For the pilot phase, funding is through IOM. 

The proposed hotline launch date is the third week of July. 

The phone numbers are: 

0800 100 2001 

0800 100 2002 

The Information and Feedback Task Team consists of: ADSEMA, MOI, DSS, NRCS, 
NOA, IRC, IOM and Oxfam, with the support of OCHA. 

 

The information hotline will 

be a toll-free, Hausa-

speaking service, running 12 

hours a day 

http://www.unocha.org/nigeria
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

