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HIGHLIGHTS 
  

• Up to 1.5 million IDPs and 75,000 
refugees/returnees as a result of 
conflict in the Northeast. 

• There are over 60,000 new IDPs in 
Maiduguri and Yola due to recent 
insurgent attacks in Konduga, 
Mainok, Bama, Madagali, Michika and 
Mubi.  

• Contact tracing of the Ebola Virus 
Disease (EVD) has revealed a total of 
894 contacts, 64 of whom are 
currently being followed-up.   

• There are currently 39,000 Nigerian 
refugees in Cameroon due to violence 
in the Northeast.  

• An estimated 26,262 suspected cases 
of cholera with 415 deaths had been 
reported in Nigeria as of week 29. 
Recent outbreaks in Sokoto and 
Jigawa states have killed 20. 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
EBOLA 

 
No.  of 
confirmed 
cases  

 
19 

 
No. of  deaths  

 

7 
No. of 
cumulative 
contacts 
identified 

 

894 

Source: 
FMOH/WHO/CDC, 
21 September 2014 

 

 

FUNDING OF THE 
2014 SRP 

USD$93 million 
requested (revised 
SRP) 
USD$ 11 million  
received 

 

 
 

Update on the Northeast 
Humanitarian partners concerned about spread of violence in the 
North East 
 
Humanitarian partners have 
raised the alarm to conditions 
for displaced people fleeing 
insurgency and counter-
insurgency operations in 
Northeast Nigeria. According 
to the Presidential Initiative 
for the North East (PINE) 
there are an estimated 1.5 
million internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in the six 
states of the Northeast, a marked increase from the 646,000 IDPs 
reported by an inter-agency assessment mission deployed to the 
Northeast in May 2014. The National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) estimates that up to 58,000 people have been recently registered 
in four internally displaced persons camps in Maiduguri, Borno State, 
another 3,000 IDPs have been registered in Yola, Adamawa state, and 
some 75,000 have been displaced to neighbouring Cameroon, Chad, and 
Niger as refugees and returnees.  
 
The recent escalation of insurgency attacks has resulted in thousands of 
IDPs reportedly moving en masse to Maiduguri Metropolis, where the 
security situation is considered to be volatile. At least nine IDPs camps 
have been reportedly established in the Northeast, a departure from 
findings from the May 2014 inter-agency assessment that found that 
almost no IDPs lived in IDP camps in the Northeast. According to the 
Adamawa State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA), over 30,000 
people from Mubi, Madagali and Michika have fled to Yola, the capital city 
of Adamawa. The majority of the recently displaced people in Maiduguri 
and Yola are reportedly residing in makeshift camps, while others live with 
host communities, relatives and friends. IDPs are also occupying open 
spaces, public buildings, filling stations and roadsides in Maiduguri 
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Distribution of Relief Materials at NYSC Camp Maiduguri. 
Credit: NEMA 
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metropolis. Borno State Ministry of Women Affairs has created a reception 
centre for un-accompanied children and women at the Women Day 
Secondary School Maiduguri. Separated and un-accompanied minors who 
are said to be growing in number as many find their way through the 
bushes to Maiduguri without their parents are camped at this location.   
 
Civilians are similarly fleeing across the border in rising numbers, with at 
least 75,000 refugees/returnees fleeing to Cameroon, Chad and Niger to 
date, and UNHCR estimating upwards of 95,000 refugees and returnees 
by year’s end. In Cameroon alone, an estimated 39,000 Nigerians are 
being hosted.  On 8 August, UNHCR reported that some 1,125 people fled 
attacks in Kolikolia, Borno State and sought refuge on the uninhabited 
Chadian island of Choua in Lake Chad. The refugees were mainly women 
and children in urgent need of food, water, shelter and medical care. At 
the request of the government of Chad, the refugees have since been 
relocated to a safer and more accessible hosting area in Ngouboua, some 
30 km from the border, where a number of Nigerian refugees and Chadian 
returnees already live with host communities. The newly arrived refugees 
indicated that more Nigerians are likely to follow them into Chad soon.  
 
Growing insecurity 
 
The rise in displacement and 
accordant humanitarian needs 
is owed to the increasingly 
aggressive tactics of the 
insurgents in their on-going 
assault on the Northeast, 
under a state of emergency for 
the past 16 months. In the 
past month, the insurgents 
have reportedly changed its 
tactics and objectives, from 
assaults on villages followed 
by withdrawals, to claiming attacked villages as part of a “caliphate”. In the 
past month, the group has reportedly attacked and laid claim to some 15 
towns in Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe. Counter-insurgency operations are 
ongoing to reclaim these taken areas; however, such operations are duly 
impacting displacement and incurring humanitarian needs. As of the first 
week of September, Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state, with a 
population estimated at over two million people, was reportedly 
surrounded by insurgents. Updated information on the humanitarian 
situation outside of Maiduguri, and the Northeast moreover, is minimal 
given constraints to access affected communities. 
 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA), the Nigerian Red 
Cross, faith based organisations, OXFAM, ACF, UNICEF, IRC, MSF, 
UNFPA and the SEMAs of the various states are responding with 
immediate relief supplies but warn that life-saving needs of displaced 
persons are high including urgent needs of shelter, non-food items, food, 
clothes, WASH, health services and protection.  

IDPs at Yerwa Government Girls Secondary School 
Maiduguri  CREDIT: NEMA 
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Access challenges 
 

Heightened insecurity in Borno state has posed significant challenges to 
relief efforts. As a result of the insurgency, most of the routes to the 
affected LGAs in Borno state are currently inaccessible. The State of 
Emergency in the three northeast states remains in force with curfews and 
restrictions on free movement and assembly imposed in some parts of 
Borno state. The Maiduguri Airport is closed to commercial flights limiting 
access into and out of Borno State.  Access to Maiduguri has been limited 
to only one route which is subject to insurgent attacks. The threat of 
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insecurity to lives and property as a result of the insurgency is forcing 
thousands of Maiduguri residents to flee out of fear of an impending 
attack.  
 
At least nine organizations (i.e. NEMA, ICRC, the Nigerian Red Cross, 
UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF, IOM, IRC and MSF) are providing humanitarian 
assistance in the Northeast and there are serious concerns over the 
security of aid agencies in insurgent-held areas.  
 
Assessments planned 
 
OCHA is mobilising the Inter Sector Working Group/Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Working Group to conduct a rapid needs 
assessment in IDP camps in Yola, Adamawa state, while working with 
local partners on ground to identity gaps in humanitarian assistance.  
 

Election Risk Preparedness Planning 
 
This month, the Inter-Sector 
Working Group (ISWG) 
chaired by OCHA, convened 
and facilitated two planning 
workshops on electoral risk 
preparedness for the February 
2015 general elections in 
Nigeria. Participants to the 
planning meeting in Uyo 
included representatives from 
Enugu, Imo, Edo, Ebonyi and 
Rivers states. The 
preparedness plans look to 
operationalize the national 
Inter-sector Contingency plan, which recognizes electoral risk as one of 
the principal threats to stability in the country. The preparedness plans 
similarly look to support fifteen states to develop state-based contingency 
plans.  
 
The Electoral Risk preparedness plans will be finalized in October and will 
be operationalized through March 2015, one month following the general 
elections. 

 

 

 

 

The risk assessment 
pointed to a high 
likelihood of election 
violence across 18 
states towards, 
during and post 
February 2015 
elections in Nigeria.  

.  
 

Participants at the Sub National Election Risk 
Preparedness Workshop held in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State                                            
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Update on Ebola Virus Disease  
Seven dead, nineteen confirmed cases, 64 contacts under 
surveillance  

As of 15 September, there are 19 cases (suspected, probable, and 
confirmed) of Ebola resulting in five deaths in Nigeria. Fifteen cases are 
located in Lagos and four in Port Harcourt. Contacts currently under 
surveillance number three in Lagos, and 61 in Port Harcourt. A total of 349 
contacts in Lagos, previously under surveillance have since been 
discharged having completed 21 days of observation. 462 contacts have 
been discharged from surveillance in Port Harcourt having completed 21 
days of observation.  

Challenges to the EVD response in Nigeria include inadequately trained 
personnel at points of entry to screen travellers; panic among health 
workers; and insufficient quantities of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPEs) to use during assessments of suspected EVD cases. 
 

Sector Response Activities 

Health  
UNFPA trains health-workers on reproductive healthcare in 
emergencies 
UNFPA has trained 47 health care workers (including 24 from Borno 
State) on the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) in emergencies, 
with emphasis on management and rational use of Reproductive Health 
(RH) kits, and on indicators-based reporting. The agency had earlier 
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concluded the mapping of socio-demographic characteristics of the 
survivors of insurgency attacks and/or abductions, including available 
health care services in Chibok, Askira Uba and Damboa communities of 
Borno state. 
 
Food Security  
FAO/UNDP take stock of agricultural inputs project in the Northeast 
As part of its emergency intervention measure aimed at improving food 
security of IDPs and their host communities to improve resilience, FAO 
with support from UNDP has distributed 139.6mt of cowpea seeds and 
73.6mt of millet seeds, 74.2mt of maize and 38.6mt of sorghum seeds to 
16,626 households (i.e., 116,382 people) in five north-eastern states of 
Yobe, Borno, Gombe, Adamawa and Taraba for planting under the current 
farming season.  

Distribution of seeds has been suspended in Gwoza Local Government 
Area (LGA) in Borno state and Wukari LGA in Taraba state due to 
insecurity.  

Education  
UNICEF reaches 11 LGAs with Education in Emergency Assistance 
With funding from EU under the Learning by Play Project, UNICEF has 
supplied 1,200 age specific recreational kits to 400 schools across eleven 
worst conflict-affected LGAs in Borno state. This effort is focused on 
sustaining interest in learning among children in view of government’s 
closure of all schools in the LGAs since 14th March 2014. Also, 39 master 
trainers have been trained in the use of these kits and will further step 
down the training to additional 600 community volunteers. In addition, 
recreational kits have been provided to IDPs in Taraba, Plateau, Adamawa 
and Nasarawa states in response to the communal clashes.  
 

Funding Overview 
Nigeria Funded at 12 per cent 
 
To date, Nigeria has received 12 per cent (USD$11 million) of the USD$93 
million required to respond to pressing humanitarian needs related to the 
Northeast conflict, inter alia. Slight funding increases have been observed for 
some sectors, however, Protection and Water and Sanitation remain seriously 
underfunded. Additional and more balanced funding is needed to address the 
pressing needs of the people displaced by insurgency in the Northeast of Nigeria. 
 
 
 


