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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 Two-week increase in IDPs in 
Bangui, from 177,000 to 203,500. 
Total in CAR stands at 628,500. 
 

 Over 325,000 CAR refugees in 
neighbouring Cameroon, Chad, 
DRC and Congo, more than 
89,700 since December 2013. 

 

 Threatening situation for at least 
15,000 Muslims, trapped in 
Bangui and other areas in CAR. 
 

 More than250,000 IDPs in north-
eastern Nigeria, according to 
NEMA assessment. 
 

 157 suspected cases of Ebola 
including 101 deaths reported in 
Guinea as of 7 April. 
 
 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
THE SAHEL  
 

 
Food insecure 
people  
 

 
20.2 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 estimated 
SAM 
 

 
1.5 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 and 
estimated MAM 
 

 
3.5 Million 

*As per SRP 2014-16 figures 

 

FUNDING OF THE 
SAHEL STRATEGY  

2014:  
USD$2.03 billion  
requested 
USD$ 88 million  
received 
 

*CAP and non-CAP contributions 

 

 
Central African Republic: continuing violence  
 
Upcoming rainy season threat for displaced people  
 
One year after the coup d’état by the Seleka on 24 March 2013, and more than 
100 days since the outbreak of violence in last December, the security situation in 
the Central African Republic (CAR) remains volatile. The humanitarian impact on 
the population is dire. Over 20 per cent of population are uprooted from their 
homes. As of the beginning of April, 628,500 people are internally displaced. 
Since December 2013, more than 89,700 people have sought refuge in 
neighbouring countries bringing the total of CAR refugees to 325,170. 
 

 
 
IDP figures in Bangui on the increase again 
 
In Bangui, new violence reversed the trend of IDPs returning home observed 
since mid-January. In the second half of March, the number of IDPs increased 
again, from 177,000 to approximately 200,000.  With the imminent rainy season 
sanitary conditions in the camps are bound to deteriorate the already difficult 
living conditions of IDPs and increase the risk of epidemics in most sites. The 
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M’Poko airport site with around 70.000 IDPs is considered one of the most 
threatened locations. Humanitarian actors in CAR are scaling up the efforts to 
tackle the threat and help people return home. 
 
Protection of minority groups  
 
Continuing violence and attacks against civilians and minority groups, mostly 
Muslims, in Bangui and other parts of the country are causing massive population 
movement. Before the crisis, more than 100,000 Muslims used to live in Bangui. 
Now only a fraction remains, and their lives continue to be threatened. During a 
visit to CAR in March, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights highlighted 
that an estimated 15,000 Muslims were trapped in Bangui and other areas in the 
North, North-West and South of the country. Only protected by international 
forces, they find themselves in an extremely dangerous situation. The protection 
of minority groups threatened by militias, notably in Bossangoa, Boda, Boboua, 
Godzi, Berberati, Carnot and PK12, is crucial for humanitarian actors in CAR who 
are also planning to relocate them in safer areas. 
 
 

Regional impact of the CAR crisis 
 

319,000 CAR refugees in neighbouring countries 

 
Since December 2013, more than 
89,700 CAR nationals have sought 
refuge in Cameroon, Chad, Republic of 
Congo and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), bringing the total 
number of CAR refugees to 325,170. 
Additionally, 118,110 migrants and 
third-country nationals have fled the 
country or been evacuated. On 11 
March, the European Commission 
announced that it will disburse four 

million Euros for life-saving assistance to 100,000 people forced to flee to 
neighbouring countries. The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
allocated US$4.2 million to Chad to address the influx. 
 
More than 60,000 Chadian evacuees remain in transit centres  
 
Chad has received the largest number of refugees and evacuees with a total of 
102,441 new arrivals since December 2013, including 8,000 refugees and 94,441 
third-country nationals (TCNs) and Chadian evacuees. Many of the returning 
families have been living in CAR for two or three generations and have no ties 
with Chad. Being of Chadian origin, they are considered as returnees by the 
Government. Over 60,000 returnees remain in transit centres, mostly in southern 
Chad near the CAR border. A joint UN/NGOs mission to one of the areas of 
return showed that the situation of returnees requires urgent humanitarian 
assistance. The Humanitarian Country Team in Chad launched an Emergency 
Response Plan of US$ 33 million aiming at providing assistance to 150,000 CAR 
returnees and refugees.  

Time-critical 
assistance to rural 
populations in CAR 
 
The success of the 2014 
maize, rice, sorghum and 
millet planting seasons 
will be crucial to ensure 
food security in CAR. 
With the main planting 
season starting next 
month, poor smallholder 
farmers urgently need 
seeds and tools to 
produce their own food, 
protect their scarce 
resources, and generate 
incomes.  
 
In order to respond to 
these urgent needs, FAO 
is preparing the 
distribution of agricultural 
inputs with crop seeds as 
well as hand tools such 
as hoes to be distributed 
by April to around 75 000 
vulnerable families in 15 
prefectures. This support 
will be crucial to avoid a 
deterioration of food 
security throughout 2014 
and long-lasting and 
costly food assistance 
operations. FAO is 
coordinating with the 
WFP food distribution 
and partnering with ten 
NGOs of the Food 
Security cluster. 
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Almost 62,000 refugees from CAR have entered Cameroon since December 
2013. It is estimated that an average of 4-5,000 people per week continue to 
arrive in Cameroon, many suffering of hunger and exhaustion. According to IOM, 
malnutrition on the border is widespread and at least 20 fleeing children have 
reportedly died of hunger-related causes. UNHCR has so far relocated 10,852 
refugees to the four sites of Lolo, Mborguene, Gado and Borgop. IOM is assisting 
Chadians and other third-country nationals to return to their home countries. 

 
Update on displacements in northeast Nigeria  
 
254,812 IDPs in the three States under state of emergency 
 

The situation in north-eastern Nigeria remains very volatile. A surge in attacks by 
armed groups, occurring almost daily since the beginning of this year, has led to 
new destruction and displacements. Hundreds were killed in the attacks.  
 
NEMA assessment 
 
Following a multi-sector rapid assessment to Borno, Yobe and Adamawa states 
from 3 to 7 March, the National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) 
released official figures of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in the three States 
under state of emergency (SoE). As at March 2014, the total number of IDPs 
inside the States stands at 254,812 IDPs. The breakdown shows that the vast 
majority lives with host communities, while 5,366 stay in temporary camps.  
 
The new figures indicate a decrease of about 40,000 IDPs when compared to the 
total as at the end of 2013, also released by NEMA. It is assumed that this 
reduction is largely due to the fact that some of the IDPs have migrated to the 

neighbouring states of Bauchi and Gombe. 
 
Borno most affected 
 
Hosting more than 111,000 IDPs, Borno is the most affected state, followed by 
Yobe (76,000) and Adamawa (67,000). The most affected areas include Gwoza, 
Bama, Madagali, Michika and Maiha Local Government Authorities (LGAs).  

Cameroon grappling with the influx of CAR and Nigerian refugees 
 
Cameroon is currently coping with a double refugee crisis from neighbouring Central African Republic and Nigeria. 
Over 74,000 refugees are hosted in the eastern, northern and far north regions of Cameroon. The Government is 
struggling to provide adequate assistance to these refugees, whose numbers are expected to rise in view of 
ongoing violence in both CAR and northeast Nigeria. Most refugees prefer staying with host communities who have 
now to share their limited resources. This situation risks creating tensions with the local population who is already 
vulnerable to food insecurity and malnutrition. Access to food is becoming more and more difficult and prices of 
basic staples are increasing in the Northeast and the far North. Health also is a concern among refugees, as many 
have problems especially related to malnutrition and malaria.  
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Children and women constitute about 83 per cent of the IDPs. NEMA estimates 
that 49,000 IDPS are in dire need of food assistance. The Nigerian relief agency 
has, so far, provided food and non-food assistance to 200,000 affected people. 
 
Displacement to neighbouring countries 

 
According to UNHCR, 
over 57,000 people 
have sought refuge in 

neighbouring 
Cameroon, Chad and 
Niger since the 
declaration of the state 
of emergency in May 
2013. Niger received 
the highest number, 
with some 12,000 
Nigerian refugees and 
almost 30,000 returning 
migrants. Concentrated 
in the Diffa region, most 
of the refugees are 
staying with local 
communities with 
limited food and water 
resources. In 
Cameroon, authorities 
and UNHCR have 
registered about 12,000 
Nigerian refugees in 
the far North and North. 
In Minawao camp, 
about 3,000 people are 
registered and UNHCR 
is providing food, 
health, sanitation and 
education assistance.  
 

 
Impact on in border areas  
 
To prevent cross-border movements by armed groups, Nigeria in late February 
ordered the closure of borders with Cameroon in Adamawa and Borno states. 
Communities depending on cross-border trade have been greatly affected. Media 
reported a sharp fall in food exports like sorghum, rice and onions to Nigeria, 
while basic commodities imported from Nigeria like fuel cannot enter Cameroon. 
Food prices in Adamawa state in Nigeria are rising. 

 
 

Persisting inter-
ethnic violence in 
Nigeria 

Violent clashes between 
herdsmen and farmers 
are persisting in some 
states of the middle belt. 
In early March, media 
reported inter-ethnic 
violence between 
herdsmen and farmers in 
Katsina, Benue and 
Kaduna States which has 
resulted in the killing of 
over 100 farmers. More 
than 5,000 people from 
various districts of Benue 
state have reportedly 
moved to Takum in 
Taraba State. 
 
In response, the federal 
government resolved to 
increasing the number of 
grazing lands, equip the 
grazing lands with 
modern livestock 
management resources 
and design a new 
financing regime for the 
pastoralists, among other 
incentives. The 
government also 
committed to using 
satellite imagery to help 
track movements of 
animals. 
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Ebola Outbreak in Guinea 
 

Guinea and its partners step up efforts to curb the outbreak 

 
On 22 March 2014, a laboratory in Lyon, France, confirmed the Ebola virus as 
the source of a highly contagious epidemic initially identified in January in Guinea 
Forestière. As of 8 April, 157 suspected cases including 101 deaths (fatality rate 
of 64 per cent) have been reported in Guekedou, Macenta, Kissidougou, 
Conakry, Dabolaye and Dinguiraye districts. In neighbouring countries five 
suspected cases and two deaths have been registered in Liberia. 
 
Emergency response 
 
The Ministry of Health (MoH) together with the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and other partners have initiated measures to control the outbreak and prevent 
further spread of the disease. The MoH has activated the national and district 
emergency management committees to coordinate the response. The 
Government and its partners are working to establish isolation centers in affected 
prefectures. Treatment is free for all patients. 
  
In support to the Government, WHO is supporting the coordination, surveillance, 
and investigations of new cases and has dispatched more than 3,000 individual 
protection packages for health workers in affected areas. UNICEF has provided 
5,500 boxes of liquid chlorine, 1,000 rehydration solutions, 50.000 soaps and 
5,000 rehydration salts in affected districts and is currently focusing on 
communication on best hygiene practices and other preventive measures for 
health personal and communities. Medecins Sans Frontières (MSF) launched an 
emergency response, including sending approximately 33 tons of medicines and 
isolation, sanitation and protective equipment. MSF has so far established three 
isolation centers in Macenta, Kissidougou and Gueckedou. The International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has deployed a 
Field Assessment Coordination Team (FACT) to assist in the response. This 
team includes an infectious disease specialist and a psychosocial support 
delegate. IFRC also launched an emergency appeal of US$1.45 million aiming at 
supporting more than 3 million people in at-risk communities in Guéckédou, 
Macenta, Kissidougou and Conakry. 

 
Sahel Food Security Update 
 
Dramatic funding gap for agriculture and livestock response in the 
Sahel 
 
Agriculture and pastoralist livelihoods in the Sahel are articulated around seasons 
dependent on rainfall. From May to October, rural households depend on rain-fed 
agriculture, usually referred to as “main season” as households grow cereals and 
pulses such as maize, sorghum, millet, cowpeas, which are at the core of their 
daily diet. This is the most important agricultural campaign of the year and 
agricultural interventions in its support need to be funded before the end of April. 
As of mid-March, FAO had received less than 10% of the US$74 million needed 

As of 8 April, 157 
suspected cases 

including 101 
deaths (fatality 
rate of 64 per 

cent) have been 
reported. 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://sahelnow.blogspot.com/


www.unocha.org/rowca | www.unocha.org 
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA 

http://sahelnow.blogspot.com 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

6 
 
 
 
 

to meet the main agricultural season needs. Funding shortfalls in livelihoods 
rehabilitation leave households highly dependent on food assistance and 
contribute to increasing levels of poverty and vulnerability.     
 
Monitoring food security in West Africa and the Sahel   
 
During the months of February and March, various initiatives have been 
undertaken to monitor the situation of food and nutrition security in West Africa 
and the Sahel. In terms of analysis, several Cadre Harmonisé (CH) workshops 
have been conducted at national level from February 23 to March 14 in twelve 
countries in the region (Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Côte d'Ivoire, Gambia, 
Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Togo). These workshops 
bring together CILSS experts, government technicians, FEWSNET, FAO, WFP, 
UNICEF and NGOs and representatives of civil society. The approach of CH is 
based on inclusive participation, consensus, transparency and coordination, 
enabling an analysis of the food and nutritional security of the country at district 
level.  
 
The output of the national workshops is a classification of the food insecurity on a 
five level scale (from phase 1: minimal food insecurity to Phase 5: famine) as well 
as an estimation of the number of food insecure people at national level. Based 
on this information, from 20 to 22 March, a regional analysis was conducted in 
Bamako to consolidate the data discussed at the regional Food Crisis Prevention 
and Management (PREGEC) meeting held in Bamako from 25 to 27 March.  
 
PREGEC predictions for the lean season 
 
According to the PREGEC 4,895,000 persons currently need immediate 
assistance in the Sahel (crisis phase and above). It warns that this number could 
reach eight million people during the lean season if no adequate actions are 
taken. It is expected that GAM rate will be above critical thresholds and possibly 
reach emergency levels between June and August 2014 in several areas in 
Senegal, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Chad but also Burkina Faso. 
 
The PREGEC estimates the cereal production in the Sahel at 19,596,000 tons. 
While this production is equivalent to the average of the last five years, per capita 
production has decreased by 14 per cent as compared with 2012/2013. 
Production shocks are recorded in several zones, especially in Niger, Chad, Mali 
and Senegal.  

 
Progress in food security in Burkina Faso 
 
Significant decrease of food insecure people… 
 
The number of people vulnerable to food insecurity in Burkina Faso has 
significantly decreased over the last years with 1.3 million food insecure people in 
2014 down from 1.8 million in 2013 and 2.8 million in 2012. This improvement is 
due to the commitment of the government and its partners to curb food insecurity. 
In 2012, the government of Burkina Faso assisted over 2.6 million people to face 
the lean season. In 2013, to support the government efforts, humanitarian actors 

Agricultural 
interventions in its 

support need to 
be funded before 
the end of April. 

FAO has received 
less than 10% of 
the US$74 million 
that are needed to 

meet the main 
agricultural 

season needs. 
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also launched a $139 million plan to address the needs of people affected by 
food insecurity and malnutrition as well as to respond to Mali crisis. Through its 
resilience and support to populations’ operational plan, the government assisted 
1.3 million people through the free distribution of 14,000 tons of cereals and a 
$7.1 million cash transfer to farmers.  
 
… but malnutrition situation still worrying 
 
Burkina Faso has also seen a decrease of malnutrition levels for children under 
five. Chronic malnutrition reached a high 49 per cent in 1998 and dropped to 43 
per cent in 2003 and 31.5 Per cent in 2013. While moderate acute malnutrition 
has passed from 21 per cent in 2003 to 8.2 per cent in 2013. This improvement is 
partly due to the fact that acute malnutrition treatment and the provision of 
supplementary foods have significantly improved. But the nutrition situation 
remains worrying especially in rural areas where chronic malnutrition remains 
above emergency threshold levels.   
 
US$109 million required to assist the most vulnerable 
 
In the Burkina Faso strategy of the Sahel strategic response plan, launched by 
the Government and its humanitarian partners in last February, the requirements 
to respond to the crisis amount to US$109 million – 21 less than in 2013. Funds 
will allow providing assistance to 1.3 million food insecure people, over 500,000 
children affected by acute malnutrition, and 35,000 Malian refugees in Burkina 
Faso. 

 
Sahel Funding Update   
 
By 28 March 2014, the Sahel Strategic Response Plan has received US$88 
million (4 per cent) against its US$2 billion requirement. An additional US$214 
million was registered as committed to humanitarian activities outside of the 
Strategic Plan. 

 
 

Cluster Requirements Funding Coverage

Food Security 863,555,115   30,541,093     3.54%

Multi-Sector For Refugees 327,085,038   16,990,657     5.19%

Nutrition 289,325,858   1,894,504      0.65%

Health 116,399,664   1,851,160      1.59%

Water And Sanitation 113,194,827   3,998,467      3.53%

Protection 84,145,588     1,508,728      1.79%

Early Recovery 58,341,738     275,862         0.47%

Emergency Shelter And Nfi 45,003,765     -                 0.00%

Coordination And Support Services 43,446,917     1,250,000      2.88%

Logistics 40,562,882     642,163         1.58%

Education 39,283,574     -                 0.00%

Emergency Telecommunication 2,001,835      -                 0.00%

Cluster not yet specified -                 28,854,891     

FUNDING STATUS PER CLUSTER

0 500 1,000

in million US$

US$109 million 
needed to assist 

vulnerable people 
in Burkina Faso. 
So far the plan 

has received 3.1 
per cent of its 
requirements. 
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