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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 UN and partners launch 
USD$2.03 billion Strategic 
Response Plan for nine Sahel 
countries. 
 

 There are 698,500 IDPs in CAR, 
down by 223,500 since mid-
January. Number of refugees 
increased by over 35,000 to 
280,000. 
 

 Increased violence in CAR 
results in more than 78,000 
migrant evacuees, over 70,000 to 
Chad alone. 

 
 Food in CAR is increasingly 

scarce. WFP begins airlifting food 
to Bangui due to insecure roads. 
FAO warns of risk of missing the 
planting season. 

 

 In Nigeria, 470,565 IDPs, 
290,002 from the northeastern 
states, according to new 
Government figures. 
 

 Urgent agriculture support 
needed before April in the Sahel. 
  

 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
THE SAHEL  
 

 
Food insecure 
people  
 

 
20.2 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 estimated 
SAM 
 

 
1.5 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 and 
estimated MAM 
 

 
3.5 Million 

*As per SRP 2014-16 figures 

FUNDING OF THE 
SAHEL STRATEGY  

2014:  
USD$2.03 billion  
requested 
USD$ 300 million  
Pledged 
 

*CAP and non-CAP contributions 
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2014-16 Strategic Response Plan for the Sahel  
 
New three-year plan, USD$300 million pledged   

 
In February, the United 
Nations and humanitarian 
partners launched a three-
year Regional Strategic 
Response Plan (SRP) to 
provide aid to millions of 
people in nine countries in 
Africa's Sahel region. The 
global launch took place on 
3 February at the 
headquarters of the UN’s 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) in 
Rome, presided over by UN 
Special Envoy to the Sahel, 
Romano Prodi, senior representatives from WFP, FAO and USAID, and the 
Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel (RHC), Robert Piper.  
 
At the regional level, the plan was presented by the RHC at a launch ceremony in 

Dakar, on 14 February, in the presence of SRSG for 
West Africa, Said Djinnit, the Humanitarian 
Coordinator in Mali, David Gressly, and the Resident 
Coordinator in Senegal, Bintou Djibo.  
 
The 2014 SRP marks a shift in how the humanitarian 
community will address humanitarian challenges in 
the Sahel by approaching common issues facing the 
nine countries (viz., Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, 
The Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, and 
Senegal) from a regional perspective and providing 
solutions over a multi-year timeline.  
 
The Plan will focus on addressing five key priorities, 
namely:  food security, malnutrition, conflict-related 

needs, epidemic-related needs, and disaster-related needs. The approach is to 

RHC Piper at the SRP launch (Credit: L.Duvillier) 
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both assist directly and build resilience to weather future crises. To realize this 
Plan, US$2.03 billion is required in 2014. Initial pledges from the US and EU total 
USD$300 million.  
 
More information on the Regional and Country Strategic Response Plans can be 
found at:   
www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/sahel-humanitarian-response-plan-2014-2016   

 
Sahel Food Update: Race to Make the Planting 
Season   

 

Agriculture support needed by April 
 
There are 20 million food insecure people across the nine countries in the Sahel. 
The most vulnerable households will be facing low levels of food stocks and 
higher food prices in the coming months especially in Niger, Chad, Mali and 
Mauritania which have experienced poor harvests and pasture deficits in recent 
months. Urgent support is needed before April 2014 to meet growing needs. The 
main agricultural campaign is due to start in May towards the production of 
cereals. Engaging in this planting period is critical for the food security and 
income of small-scale agriculturalists. As such, efforts must be made to replenish 
agriculture inputs herein lost or bartered pursuant to negative coping 
mechanisms witnessed last year. Timing is also crucial for the provision of inputs 
to pastoralists who risk losing their animals for lack of feed and access to 
veterinary services.  

 
Central African Republic: Inter-communal 
Violence, Food Crisis  
 
Insecurity and warnings of genocide  
 
The situation throughout the Central 
African Republic (CAR) continues to 
rapidly deteriorate with myriad 
humanitarian issues affecting the 
population amid warnings of genocide. 
Security remains extremely precarious 
both in the capital, Bangui, and 
throughout the north and northeast of 
the country, notably in, Bossangoa, 
Kaga Bandoro, Paoua and Sibut.  
 
Since the escalation of violence on 5 
December 2013, the Red Cross 
reports more than 1,200 people killed 
in on-going clashes. 

 
 

The UN Emergency 
Response Coordinator, 
Valeria Amos, visited CAR 
from 18-21 February. She 
released a second CERF 
tranche of USD$10 million in 
February to support the 
response.  
 

IDP Figures in CAR as of 19 February 2014 

(Source: UNHCR) 

Timing is critical for effective 
intervention: one dollar 
invested in agriculture 
support today can save 
USD$10-20 dollars in food 
assistance later in the year. 
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IDP figures decrease by 25 per cent 
 
There are presently 698,500 IDPs in CAR. An additional 280,000 Central Africans 
have fled the country as refugees to neighbouring countries. In Bangui alone, 
273,500 people remain in 66 IDP sites lacking adequate water, health and 
sanitation. The decrease of IDP figures by over 220,000, predominantly in 
Bangui, from a mid-January peak of 922,000, is owed to returns, improved 
verification of displacement figures, and the flight of Muslim IDPs out of CAR. 
Partners underline that this decrease speaks more to Christian communities who 
comprise the bulk of site-resident IDPs and now feel more secure to return. 
 
Muslims flee CAR prompting food crisis 
 
While internal displacement has decreased, refugee and evacuee figures are on 
the rise due to the mass exodus of Muslims out of CAR. From mid-January, the 
number of refugees fleeing to neighbouring countries has increased by over 
35,000, bringing the total to more than 280,000 refugees; evacuees have 
ballooned to over 78,000 mostly Muslims. Convoys carrying Muslim communities 
fleeing CAR are frequently targeted and attacked by roving mobs. Amnesty 
International recently warned of a possible partition of the country, reporting that 
some 100,000 Muslims have fled - many heading north towards Chad, where 
larger concentrations of the overall 15 per cent Muslim population in CAR reside. 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon recognized this month a ‘distinct risk’ for 
partition in CAR.  
 
A February Oxfam-ACF report indicated that CAR is facing a large-scale food 
crisis. The report noted that as Muslim traders were largely responsible for the 
importation and trade of food before December, their departure from CAR has all 
but cut off supplies. The result is a rapid increase in food prices – with meat now 
double in price and manioc, a staple food, already up 20 per cent since the crisis. 
Further compounding food scarcity, the planting season is currently being missed 
due to a lack of agricultural inputs and on-going insecurity prohibiting rural 
communities from planting. FAO is stressing the critical need to facilitate planting 
immediately in order to avoid a larger scale food and nutrition crisis later this 
year.  
 
Humanitarian response and gaps 
 
In February alone, 31,800 people in Bangui, Bossangoa, and Bouar received 
food from WFP. Joint efforts from the humanitarian and military communities 
have also resulted in the establishment of CAR’s first ‘night shelter’ opened in the 
5th arrondissement in Bangui, which will be secured by the international forces in 
the event of an attack. Gaps in humanitarian response remain in the area of 
protection, notably with regard to SGBV in IDP sites; access to shelter; WASH; 
and healthcare. 
 

Food Crisis in CAR 

Food reserves in the 
Central African Republic 
are almost exhausted 
due to low crop 
production in 2013, which 
decreased sharply after 
civil conflict broke out in 
December 2012. Meal 
consumption has 
dropped from 3 to 1 meal 
per day. Some 1.6 million 
people, or over a third of 
the population, already 
require life-saving food 
assistance. Farmers 
urgently need to start 
clearing and preparing 
their land now to be able 
to plant during the main 
staple crop planting 
season beginning in a 
few weeks. The success 
of the main planting 
season in March in the 
centre and the south, 
followed by the main 
planting season in May in 
the north, underpins food 
security in the country, 
where around 75 percent 
of the population rely on 
small-scale agriculture for 
their food and income. 
Today, 95 percent of 
communities report that 
they do not have enough 
seeds for the next 
agricultural season. 
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A larger-scale peacekeeping force with accompanying police presence is 
needed. In February, 1,000 EU and 400 additional French troops are to be 
deployed to the country, however, more security is necessary to prevent further 
degradation of the situation. More funds are also required to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis. Agencies are already being forced to pull-out of or scale-
down life-saving activities due to lack of funds. To date, less than 15 per cent of 
the USD$551 million needed to respond has been provided. In January, donors 
pledged USD$200 to address humanitarian needs in CAR. On 13 February, the 
UN Emergency Response Coordinator, Valerie Amos, released USD$10 million 
in CERF funds to respond immediately to the situation, bringing total CERF 
funding to the current crisis to USD$20 million. 

Chad: More Than 70,000 Evacuees from CAR 
78,750 Muslims flee violent attacks from CAR 

 

The rampant violence against the Muslim community in CAR has resulted in over 
78,000 migrants fleeing the country since December 2013. Chad is by far the 
largest recipient of the evacuee caseload with 70,353 evacuees registered to 
date, most of who have never been to Chad or have very tenuous links to the 
country. An IOM profiling of the evacuees indicates that the evacuees are mostly 
women and children and that only half are strictly Chadian nationals, with 30 per 

Mapping of evacuated migrants from 
CAR. (Source: IOM) 

WFP airlifts food due to insecure roads 
 
Accessing the regions to deliver assistance is compromised by rampant insecurity. In the past month, several partners have reported carjackings 
and threats/attempts of kidnapping throughout the country. In addition to acting as the supplier of foodstuffs, the Muslim community was also 
predominantly charged with importing goods into the landlocked country as truck drivers. With growing insecurity along transportation routes, 
hundreds of trucks carrying critical foodstuff and humanitarian goods have been stuck at the Cameroon-CAR border with Muslim drivers scared to 
cross into CAR. Armed escorts have since been used to accompany these convoys into CAR where such military services are available. However, 
given the overstretched nature of the only 6,100 AU-France troops in country - already charged with providing security to a country twice the size of 
Germany - partners have resorted to other means to get much-needed goods into country. This month, WFP began the costly endeavour of 
airlifting food into CAR: over the next four weeks the agency will be flying in some 1,800 tons of food on 25 flights, enough to feed 150,000 people 
over one month.  
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cent being dual nationals and 20 per cent being only Central African; 96 per cent 
of evacuees are Muslim and some 780 unaccompanied and separated children 
have been registered.  
 
Thousands of Chadians at Risk or Stranded  

 
Flight from CAR has been both by air and 
overland. Some 82 flights have 
transported over 16,000 Chadians to 
N’Djamena since December; while 
overland returnees arrive mostly to the 
south of the country. IOM estimates that 
some 15,000 Chadians remain at risk in 
CAR and another 10,000 are stranded in 
Cameroon, having fled CAR. The 
government has underlined that all 
Chadian migrants must return to their 
zone of origin within ten days of arrival to 
preclude the establishment of permanent 

sites or settlements. However, given that many migrants have little or no ties to 
Chad and transportation is limited, over 49,000 currently reside in seven transit 
centres in the capital and the South with very little access to basic services. With 
the continuing influx of new arrivals, and thousands more expected in the South 
and in transit sites, living conditions of returnees are gradually deteriorating vis-a-
vis WASH, medical services, shelter and access to potable water. 
 
Response 
 
The Government of Chad has requested assistance from the humanitarian 
community to respond to the recent influx of Chadian migrants from CAR. Actors 
are reprogramming funds and using contingency stocks to respond. Resources, 
however, are overstretched and scarce. On 11 February, IOM cancelled all future 
flights from CAR to Chad for lack of funds. Immediate relief assistance targeted 
at post-arrival needs and response to most urgent needs (viz. food, health, 
shelter, WASH, protection, transport and site management) needs more support. 
Humanitarian partners have prepared a six-month Emergency Response Plan to 
focus humanitarian activities to only returnees with urgent needs; the Plan calls 
for USD$ 33 million in support. As financial resources are immediately required to 
provide life-saving assistance, a CERF Rapid Response grant of USD$ 4.2 
million was approved this month.    

NE Nigeria: Government Releases IDP Figures  
Fighting in SoE States displaces 290,002 people  
 
The Nigerian National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) has released 
official figures for IDPs in Nigeria: in total, the country hosts 470,565 IDPs; 
290,002 (or 62 per cent) originate from the State of Emergency (SoE) states of 
Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa. Of the SoE-related IDPs, 51 per cent are children.  
Following the six-month extension of SoE on 7 November 2013, various security 
incidents continue to be reported in the three northeast Nigerian states. A single 

15,000 Chadians still at risk 
in CAR, 10,000 stranded in 
Cameroon. 
 

A convoy from CAR arriving in the south 

of Chad (Credit: IOM/C.Murphy) 
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attack in Izghe on 15 February, killed over 100 civilians, making it one of the 
bloodiest attacks committed by insurgents in the region.  
 
Access  
 
Access in the SoE states continues to be very limited due to the high levels of 
insecurity-- and many humanitarian organizations have withdrawn from the states 
or significantly scaled-down their operations and presence. The situation has 
improved somewhat in Yobe and Adamawa states where fewer security incidents 
have been reported in the past two months. In Borno state, mobile phone 
networks once again function after eight months of suspended service.  
 
Humanitarian Needs & Response  
 
Insecurity may result in a food crisis in the North. The current planting season is 
being missed as government irrigation and food production activities are on hold 
due to insecurity; and the predominantly agrarian population is reportedly 
abandoning their farms for fear of Boko Haram attacks. Access to health service 
is also seriously hampered; many medical staff in Borno state are reportedly 
fleeing the northeast. Reports from northern Cameroon indicate that a number of 
Nigerians are seeking medical attention on the Cameroonian side of the border, 
overextending limited medical facilities in the neighbouring state.  
 
OCHA is working with the Inter-Agency Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Group (IA-EPRG) to prepare for a March rapid assessment of the SoE and 
neighbouring states. The Strategic Humanitarian Response Plan developed by 
the UN, NGOs and the Government of Nigeria calls for USD$75 million to provide 
assistance across Nigeria. 

Partnership: High-level Mission to Mauritania  

Humanitarian mission commits to strengthen cooperation  

A high-level mission, co-led by the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), the League of Arab States (LAS), 
and OCHA, visited Mauritania in early 
February. Participants included 
representatives from Kuwait, Qatar, 
Turkey and the United Arab Emirates, as 
well as the African Union, ECHO, and 
several NGOs from the Gulf region.  

During the five-day mission, the 
delegation met with Government, UN 
agencies, humanitarian partners and 
national NGOs to discuss the potential 
for strategic cooperation. The delegates travelled to the southern regions of 
Brakna and Gorgol, meeting with actors on the ground and with communities 
affected by food insecurity, malnutrition and floods to explore concrete assistance 

2014: Worrisome Cholera 
Trend in Nigeria  

 
Cholera continues to pose a 
serious threat in West and Central 
Africa. In the first five weeks of 
2014, 3,822 cases have been 
reported, resulting in 72 deaths. 
Whilst this represents a 30 per 
cent decline in the number of 
cases reported as compared to 
this time last year, the emergence 
of 1,287 cases reported this year 
in Nigeria - compared to zero last 
year - is a worrying trend for 
cholera experts given the lack of 
WASH infrastructure in the country 
and growing humanitarian 
concerns tied to the conflict in the 
northeast.  
 
WASH experts underline that there 
is a high risk for a large cross 
border cholera outbreak in the 
states bordering Lake Chad (viz. 
Chad, northern Cameroon, 
northeast Nigeria, and south east 
Niger) due to the occurrence of 
previous outbreaks in this area, 
the current caseload that exists 
during an inter-epidemic period, 
and the precarious security 
situation occurring in northeast 
Nigeria with accompanying spill 
over of this crisis into neighbouring 
Cameroon and Niger. 
 

 

Discussion with village elders in Bediya 
Tabouyette, southern Mauritania (Credit: 
OCHA/I.Brandau) 
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support. Local authorities and communities highlighted that this mission was their 
first interaction with such a diverse group of partners keen to assist. 

The participants committed to strengthen support for Mauritania, build concrete 
and innovative partnerships, and further advocate with their respective 
constituencies to keep Mauritania on the humanitarian agenda. The visit also 
served to connect participating NGOs with national and local actors and develop 
concrete cooperation projects, both bilaterally and within the framework of the 
Mauritania Strategic Response Plan 2014 –2016.The mission to Mauritania was 
the third partnership mission organized by OCHA and the OIC, with the League 
of Arab States partaking for the first time. 

Mali: Access re-Examined, ECOWAS 
Completes Humanitarian Mission  
Two workshops review response mechanisms in Mali 
 
OCHA and the Emergency, Rehabilitation and Development Group co-led a 
Round Table in Bamako from 18-19 February to examine access issues in Mali. 
The timely discussion took place following the 11 February kidnapping of five 
ICRC employees en route from Gao to Kidal, in the north of the country. 
Insecurity in the North remains commonplace, making it particularly challenging 
to deliver much-needed assistance to post-conflict communities and returning 
populations. The aim of the workshop was to engage the humanitarian 
community in sharing common challenges and to highlight their security needs in 
the hazardous and evolving environment. Outcomes from the workshop include 
enhancing knowledge of partners’ activities and mandates; strengthening existing 
structures that link assistance with security; and improving the working 
relationship between humanitarian actors and state and local communities.  
 
ECOWAS Emergency Team debriefs on Mali deployment 
 
The ECOWAS Emergency Response Team (EERT) completed its first mission to 
Mali on 14 February 2014. The 19-member mission was comprised of trained 
experts from 11 ECOWAS member states deployed across Mali for three-
months. The mission worked both with Malian Government and UNHCR towards 
the provision of humanitarian assistance in the post-conflict crisis. The Malian 
Department of Social Affairs and Gender and the Minister of Labour, Social and 
Humanitarian Affairs lauded the EERT’s work in Bamako, Mopti, Timbuktu and 
Gao.  
 
OCHA was a key partner in the EERT mission, providing training to the mission 
preceding their deployment, and facilitating briefings with other UN partners, 
namely UNDP and MINUSMA. The Commissioner of Social and Gender Affairs 
for ECOWAS, Ms. Fatima Dia Sow, welcomed the OCHA-EERT partnership and 
indicated her organization’s commitment to strengthen this collaboration and 
possibly extend into other areas of cooperation,  including socio-economic 
recovery. A post-mission assessment revealed that future missions can be 
strengthened by extending the deployment period; increasing awareness of the 
EERT mission among humanitarian partners; and increasing logistical support to 
the mission when deployed to the provinces. 
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