
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Humanitarian Bulletin 
West and Central Africa 

April  2014 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 

www.unocha.un.org/rowca | www.unocha.org 
For updates on the Sahel response, follow @OCHAROWCA 

http://sahelnow.blogspot.com,  
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 560,050 IDPs in CAR, down 
68,450 since last month. 
Conversely, refugees have 
increased by 36,000 during this 
period. 
 

 Food prices soar in CAR by 
upwards of 70 per cent for meat 
and fish. Malnutrition treatment 
increases three-fold in Bangui. 

 
 Voluntary relocations of at-risk 

populations begin this month in 
CAR, relocating some 1,400 
Muslims. 
 

 Meningitis outbreak in Guinea 
Infects 379 and kills 40; 133 
confirmed cases of Ebola present 
in country killing 83.  
 

 Nearly 100 killed in two bombings 
in Abuja; over 200 girls 
kidnapped in Borno and still 
missing. Both incidences 
attributed to Boko Haram. 

 

KEY FIGURES FOR 
THE SAHEL  
 

 
Food insecure 
people  
 

 
20.2 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 estimated 
SAM 
 

 
1.5 Million 

 
Nb. of children 
<5 and 
estimated MAM 
 

 
3.5 Million 

FUNDING OF THE 
SAHEL STRATEGY 

 2014:  
USD$2.2 billion  
requested 
USD$ 257 million 
received (in SRP) 
USD$197 million 
received (outside 
SRP) 
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Central African Republic: Voluntary Relocation 
of Muslims Begins 
 

1,400 Muslims Relocated to Northern CAR and Chad  
 
In April, three accompanied 
voluntary relocations of at-risk 
minority Muslim communities 
in the Central African Republic 
(CAR) were organized and 
carried out by the international 
community to address on-
going violence in the capital, 
Bangui, and Bossangoa 
(northern CAR). There are 
currently 560,000 IDPs in 
CAR, a decrease of some 
68,000 IDPs since last month; 
135,050 of these IDPs reside 
in 43 IDP sites in Bangui. The 
decrease in IDPs is detected entirely in Bangui as there has been no reliable 
information on displacement gathered outside of the capital- a shortcoming that 
the Population Movement Commission (CMP in French) in CAR is urgently 
addressing with partners on the ground. Some returns to neighbourhoods are 
being observed but do not fully account for the decrease in IDPs. 
 
Six months into a Level-3 crisis, Central Africans continue to experience violence 
attacks on Muslim communities, fighting between rebel groups and international 
forces, and increasing criminality, placing the civilian population under serious 
risk and triggering large-scale displacement. The most affected areas this past 
month have been Ouaham-Pende, Kemo, Nana-Gribizi, and Ombella M’poko 
provinces—in the north- and the capital, Bangui. At least 15,000 people comprise 
the at-risk population in CAR with an estimated 14,000 Muslims trapped in the 
city of Boda (Lobaye Province) surrounded by armed and hostile communities. 
 
Voluntary relocations are being used in CAR as a last resort measure to assist 
highly at-risk populations currently surrounded by hostile populations in various 
parts of the country. The April relocations took place in Bossangoa (northern 

An estimated 480,000 Central Africans have fled to 
neighboring countries. Credit: UNHCR CAR/D. Mbaiorem 
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CAR) and Bangui. Bossangoa was notably affected by the December 2013 
escalation in violence, resulting in the city’s entire population being displaced into 
two IDP sites divided along sectarian lines. Under threat, the Muslim community 
in Bossangoa appealed for relocation, resulting in the accompanied movement of 
540 Muslims from a displacement site in Bossangoa to southern Chad; the 
original plan to relocate this group to Paoua (western CAR) failed due to the 
unwillingness of local communities and local authorities to host the minority 
groups. In Bangui, some 1,400 Muslims were escorted on two occasions out of 
the notably volatile neighbourhood of PK12— a largely Muslim neighbourhood- in 
Bangui, and relocated to the North of the country near the border with Chad. The 
escorted convoys were repeatedly attacked, resulting in two deaths. Reports 
indicate that immediately following their departure, the PK12 neighbourhood 
mosque was destroyed and shops looted.  
 
Regional Impact of the Crisis 
 

 
In addition to prompting relocations, endemic and on-going violence has duly 
triggered the displacement of nearly half a million people across borders into 
neighbouring Chad, Cameroon, Republic of Congo and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The number of Third-Country Nationals (TCNs), migrants, and 
refugees hovers around 480,000; refugees have increased by 36,000 in the past 
month. Reports from partners in Cameroon indicate that some 5,000 new arrivals 
from CAR enter Cameroon every week.  
 
Reports from Chad and Cameroon indicate that there is not enough capacity to 
respond to rising humanitarian needs and new arrivals are in highly distressed 
conditions when they arrive. The President of Chad announced that the country 
has closed its southern border with CAR pending a resolution to the crisis in 
CAR-- permitting only Chadian citizens to cross.  
 

Map of CAR Regional Crisis, Impact on Displacement.  Source: OCHA/IOM/UNHCR, 

April 2014  

Chad has closed its 
southern border with 
CAR indefinitely to all 
non-Chadian citizens. 
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Serious Humanitarian Issues 
 
UNICEF reports a worrying trend in malnutrition rates in the country with 
hospitals treating three times more children for Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
in Bangui as compared to this time last year. FAO and WFP issued an alarming 
report this month on the state of markets and food security in CAR since the 
escalation of violence in December. The Report indicates worrying increases in 
food prices, notably for meat and fish which have increased by 70 per cent in 
price since this time last year. The Report duly underlines a rapid decline in 
livelihoods and liquidity, noting that unemployment in the country is very high in 
both the formal and informal sector, and that civil servants have not been paid in 
over five months. Conditions in Mpoko IDP site-- CAR’s largest IDP site which 
still holds some 55,000 people-- are rapidly deteriorating due to the rainy season, 
inter alia, and humanitarian partners, led by the Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM) Cluster, are rushing to finalize a plan to transfer Mpoko’s 
residents from the hazardous site to neighbourhoods of return or transit sites. 
 
Attacks on aid workers this month include an attack on an MSF clinic in northern 
CAR where three MSF staff members were killed. This act resulted in the 
suspension of all non-emergency MSF activities in the country and contributed to 
the Chadian government’s decision to close its southern border to CAR. 
 
Response Waning 
 
With no end to the violence in sight, the UN approved Resolution 4129 earlier this 
month mandating the deployment of a Peacekeeping Mission (MINUSCA) by 
mid-September to help restore law and order in the country. As such, 12,000 blue 
helmets will be deployed to CAR, increasing the international armed presence by 
50 per cent.  
 
International funding partners continue to fall painfully short of the funding 
required to address Central Africans most urgent needs. Of the USD$550 million 
requested, only USD$167 million (30 per cent) has been funded. The Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, recently released an additional USD$4 million 
to address the regional impact of the CAR crisis, allocating USD$2.7 million to 
Cameroon and USD$1 million to Republic of Congo to support the 466,000 
TCNs, migrants, and refugees who have fled the violence in CAR. The CERF has 
allocated nearly USD$11 million to respond to the regional impact of the CAR 
crisis in Chad, Cameroon, and Republic of Congo.   
 

Nigeria: Update on Insurgency  
 
Violence Spreads outside the Northeast, to Abuja and Cameroon  
 
Nigerian insurgent group, Boko Haram, continues attacks across Nigeria, 
bombing the capital, Abuja, twice in one month; abducting nearly 300 girls from a 
school in Borno state in the northeast; and raiding a police station in Cameroon 
killing two.  One year after the government imposed a State of Emergency (SOE) 
in the three northeast states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa, Boko Haram 
continues to launch attacks in and outside of its stronghold in Borno State, 
prompting large-scale displacement and increasing humanitarian needs. 

Background: Timeline of 
CAR Crisis  
 Source: OCHA/IOM/UNHCR, April 2014  
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This first April bombing in Abuja is the most deadly attack that Boko Haram has 
committed in the capital, killing 85. The attack in Cameroon’s Extreme North 
region killed two and is the third such cross-border attack in as many months 
committed by the group. Of global notoriety has been this month’s kidnapping of 
over 300 girls- some 230 still missing- from a boarding school in Borno state. The 
group assumed responsibility for the attack and has threatened to sell the girls as 
slaves; reports indicate that many have already been forcibly married to members 
of Boko Haram. This kidnapping and the government’s subsequent inability to 
locate the missing girls for the past several weeks has sparked large-scale 
protests in Abuja, and launched an internationally-backed campaign entitled 
#BringBackOurGirls.  
 
The international community has sent expert teams to Nigeria to assist in finding 
the missing girls, but reports indicate that Boko Haram is laying land mines in the 
northeast and destroying key bridge crossings to thwart rescue efforts. UN 
Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon has appointed UN Special Representative for 
West Africa, Said Djinnit, as his Special Envoy on the issue of the kidnapped girls 
in Nigeria. An inter-agency assessment team has been deployed to the three 
northeast states to gauge the needs of affected populations. 
 
Regional Humanitarian Coordinator Robert Piper visited the SOE state of 
Adamawa this month, becoming the first Senior UN official to enter the northeast 
this year. The RHC indicated a worrisome humanitarian situation in need of 
senior leadership to respond. His visit to Adamawa follows an April visit to Diffa, 
Niger, where the RHC witnessed first-hand, new arrivals from neighbouring 
northeast Nigeria from which at least 50,000 refugees and evacuees have fled for 
Niger in the past year.  

RHC Piper Visits Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal 

RHC Robert Piper Pushes Humanitarian and Resilience Agendas  
 
Regional Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the Sahel, 
Robert Piper, paid visits to 
three countries in the Sahel 
this month to address 
pressing humanitarian 
issues facing the region as 
regards food insecurity, 
conflict, and displacement. 
 
RHC Piper paid a week-
long visit to Niger to meet 
with various humanitarian 
and development actors 
towards strengthening the 
resilience agenda and 
highlighting the food 
security situation in the 

RHC Robert Piper in Ziguinchor. April 2014. Credit: OCHA/V.Sau 
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country. RHC underlined the need to scale-up the effectiveness and impact of 
humanitarian interventions and discussed the government’s on-going 
involvement in the AGIR (Global Alliance for Resilience Initiative, in English), 
offering the UN’s support. Whilst in Niger, Mr. Piper also visited the Diffa region 
(on the border of Nigeria) and witnessed first-hand population influxes from 
neighbouring northeast Nigeria. 
 
Piper then spent two days in Senegal’s Casamance region, the southern part of 
the country that has experienced a low-intensity conflict for the past 32 years; a 
unilateral ceasefire at the end of April was adopted by a party to the conflict. 
Whilst in the regional capital Ziguinchor, RHC Piper met with local officials and 
humanitarian actors-- WFP, Handicap International, ICRC, UNICEF, and FAO--  
involved in implementing resilience-strengthening initiatives for conflict-affected 
populations in the region. 
 
RHC Piper rounded off his regional tour with a week-long visit to Nigeria, where 
he met with national Government officials in the capital, Abuja, to follow-up on the 
resilience-building agenda, and then visited the capital of Adamawa state, Yola, 
marking the first visit by a senior UN official to the conflict-ridden region this year. 

World Humanitarian Summit: Regional 
Innovation Contest  

World Humanitarian Summit Launches Innovation Contest  

The OCHA Regional Office for 
West and Central Africa (OCHA 
ROWCA) will host the World 
Humanitarian Summit Regional 
Consultation in Abidjan, Cote 
d’Ivoire on 19-20 June 2014. The 
event will convene policy actors 
from the public and private 
sectors, and academia to 
examine key issues facing 
humanitarian work-- towards 
informing global discussions at 
the World Humanitarian Summit 

(WHS) slated for 2016 in 
Istanbul, Turkey. To encourage 
new ideas among humanitarian thinkers, OCHA ROWCA is hosting an Innovation 
Contest inviting the public to engage in the re-shaping of humanitarian work. 

The Contest seeks humanitarian projects and initiatives, ongoing or in 
development, in the West and Central Africa Region that use an innovative 
approaches to improve the efficiency of humanitarian response. The top three 
projects will be selected by a review panel of humanitarian and innovation 
experts, and these finalists will be invited to present their project at the Regional 
Consultation in Abidjan. 

What Qualifies as 
an Innovative 
Project? 
 
A project can be 
considered “innovative” 
if it uses a new product 
or process or approach 
to improve the 
effectiveness of a 
response or provide a 
new way of overcoming 
an existing challenge in 
humanitarian response. 
This is not limited to the 
use of new 
technologies, but could 
range from a new type 
of partnership 
arrangements, delivery 
mechanisms, 
assessment techniques, 
and approach to 
accountability or 
feedback mechanisms, 
financing or other 
elements of 
programming. 
 

Young men learn to assemble mobile phones as part of a UNICEF-
supported programme. Credit: UN/F. Juez 
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For more information on submission requirements and to apply for the Innovation 
Contest, go to: http://www.unocha.org/rowca/world-humanitarian 
summit/humanitarian-innovation.  

Sahel Performance Monitoring Tool Roll-out  

Online Reporting System Rolled Out 

OCHA Regional Office for West and Central Africa (OCHA ROWCA) is rolling out 
a Regional Online Reporting System (ORS), a performance monitoring tool that 
will improve the analysis of needs and response for complex emergencies across 
the nine countries of the Sahel. 
 
The ORS is an intra and inter-cluster information management tool used to 
monitor humanitarian assistance projects funded through the Sahel Regional 
Strategic Response Plan and bilateral mechanisms. Primary users of the tool are 
humanitarian actors working across the Sahel, to enable them to easily monitor 
humanitarian interventions, provide gap analyses and operational presence 
information, guide donor investment decisions, and assess the impact of 
humanitarian responses across the Sahel. The system will also enhance 
standardization of reporting across the Sahel since all nine Sahel countries will 
report on a single platform and against the same global list of indicators and 
activities for their respective clusters. Products from this system will be produced 
directly by the system and disseminated through all OCHA web platforms 
including www.humanitarianresponse.info. The tool will go live in Mali in June, 
with other Sahel countries to follow shortly. 

 
Sahel Food Update: Urgent Planting Season 
Needs  
 

Urgent Support Needed to Prevent Food Security Crisis 
 
FAO and WFP are appealing for 
urgent attention to be paid to the 
food security situation in the Sahel. 
The food security agencies warn that 
the region’s principal agricultural 
campaign is upon us, yet many poor 
small-scale farmers do not have the 
essential agricultural inputs needed 
to plant. As of April 2014, the 
region’s poorest households 
reportedly rely entirely on markets to 
access food. A lack of timely and 
adequate intervention will result in a 
return to crisis level food insecurity 
with vulnerable families unable to 
produce their own food or earn 
much-needed income. 

Female worker in Niger. Credit: WFP/P. Behan 
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Vulnerable households in the Sahel are still reeling from the effects of the 
previous four food security crises that struck the Sahel in 2005, 2008, 2010 and 
2012. Their livelihoods, production capacities, and assets – such as crops 
reserves, livestock, and animal feed-- have been weakened by these various 
crises and are presently unable to withstand another shock. Negative coping 
mechanisms have already been observed, including erosion of production assets, 
meal reduction, and debt accumulation. Such negative coping trends can be 
reversed with support targeted to food production, livestock, flood plain 
recession, off-season agriculture assistance, and the protection and/or creation of 
livelihood opportunities. 
 
It is critical that the current agricultural campaign not be missed in order to ensure 
that the region’s most vulnerable households are prepared with sufficient food 
stocks to survive the next hunger season.  

 
Guinea: Ebola and Meningitis Outbreaks 
 

Health Capacities Further Stretched by Meningitis Outbreak  
 

Already battling an Ebola epidemic, health authorities in Guinea announced this 
month a worrying Meningitis outbreak in the country. The Ministry of Health 
announced 40 deaths related to meningitis and an estimated 379 cases detected 
in 16 of the country’s 33 regions, including the capital Conakry. This epidemic 
compounds an already concerning health situation in Guinea which has been 
experiencing an Ebola outbreak over the past month with some 133 cases 
confirmed and 83 deaths. No new Ebola cases have been reported in the capital, 
Conakry, since 26 April.  
 
Whilst there is no epidemiological connection between the two outbreaks at the 
moment, there is concern that their tandem occurrence could overwhelm the 
healthcare capacities of national authorities and international responders. Guinea 
lies in the ‘meningitis belt’ – a beltway of 25 sub-Saharan African countries where 
the incidence of meningitis is particularly high.   

Funding Status Overview 

Sahel Appeal Underfunded at 13 per cent 
 
Five months after its launch, the Sahel Strategic Response Plan (SRP) is funded 
at only 13 per cent, receiving USD$257 million against its USD$2.2 billion 
requirement. This represents a USD$169 million increase as compared to last 
reporting period. USD$197 million was committed to humanitarian activities 
outside of the SRP. Nigeria and The Gambia have not received any funding 
towards their country-level SRPs. More funding is urgently required to address 
the pressing needs in the Sahel and to build resilience. 
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