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Pacific Island 
Countries
The Pacific is one of the most disaster-prone regions on earth.  Climate change is 
contributing to tropical cyclones, floods, drought and rising sea levels which have resulted 
in chronic emergency conditions and in an increase in intensity and frequency of acute 
emergencies.  It has also rendered the people of the Pacific Island Countries (PICs) 
vulnerable to the impacts of natural disasters, especially the poor, who are more exposed, 
thus less able to reduce risk and to recover from disasters. 

From 11-13 March, Cyclone Pam, ranging from Category 1 to 5, passed across the South 
Pacific, causing severe destruction and damage to four PICs. Vanuatu, which was hit 
directly by the full force of the Category 5 winds and rain, was the worst hit. The southern 
Solomon Islands and the northern atolls of the countries of Tuvalu and Kiribati also 
experienced damage as a result of severe flooding, tidal waves, rain and winds. On 19 
March, UNICEF declared Cyclone Pam a Level 2 emergency, calling for enhanced support 
from the organisation. The Government of the Solomon Islands has activated an 
emergency response, while the Governments of Tuvalu and Vanuatu have declared a 
state of emergency requiring international assistance.  

In Vanuatu, an estimated 166,600 people (more than half the population) are affected and 
require urgent humanitarian assistance. Basic services including access to water, 
healthcare and education have been disrupted. Some 82,000 children are affected and 
remain vulnerable to health and protection risks. In Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and 
Kiribati, rapid assessments and preliminary data from follow-up assessments and 
monitoring show that on all affected islands, the cyclone had a very destructive impact on 
water supplies, and communities that rely on only one source are at acute risk. The health 
system was also impaired with damage reported to at least 30 health facilities, including 
maternity, neonatal, and paediatric equipment and supplies. An estimated 70 per cent of 
early childhood centres and primary and secondary schools have been affected. The 
cyclone traumatised children, who are fearful and confused, especially those whose 
homes and schools were destroyed. In addition, violence, exploitation and abuse of 
children are expected to increase in the aftermath of destruction and loss of livelihoods.  

Humanitarian strategy 

UNICEF and partners are assisting the 
Governments of the cyclone-affected PICs 
in providing affected children with life-
saving emergency interventions and early 
recovery to normality. Integrated into the 
response will be activities that strengthen 
resilience for mitigating the impact of future 
natural disasters. Examples are water 
safety and security plans for affected 
communities that are dependent on only 
one water source, and integrating disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) lessons learned into 
psychosocial counselling sessions for 
children, caregivers and teachers so that 

                                                                        
1 Data for Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Kiribati will be added as assessments are completed 

they can improve preparedness measures 
and lower the risk of future disasters. 
UNICEF is also supporting and 
strengthening Government coordination 
mechanisms as the Government’s cluster 
co-lead for water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH), and supporting the National 
Disaster Management Office, Ministries of 
Education, Health, Justice, and Lands and 
Natural Resources (for Water) with both 
cyclone response and disaster risk 
management measures.  

UNICEF’s provision of WASH assistance 
will be part of the overall sector’s response 
to an affected population of some 110,000 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 

 
 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

2015 programme targets  
 
WASH 

 70,000 people provided with safe 
drinking water per agreed standards 

 70,000 people provided with sanitation 
and hygiene supplies 

 70,000 people benefiting from 
hygiene and sanitation promotion 
messages  

 
Health 

 25,000 children immunized for 
measles  

 31 national cold room and cold 
storage facilities restored 

 25 primary health facilities provided 
with adequate new-born care kits 
and services 

 
Nutrition 

 12,500 children < 5 years old 
receiving micronutrient 
supplementation 

 6,500 caregivers of children 0-23 
months counselled on appropriate 
infant and young child feeding 
practices 

 
Child Protection 

 20,000 children access safe spaces 
for trauma relief through 
socialization, play and learning 

 
Education 

 22,500 school-aged children access 
quality education (through  school 
supplies, temporary learning 
spaces, clean water, sanitation and 
restoration of solar power) 
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2015 

Vanuatu: 
 
Total affected population: 166,600 
Total affected children (<18): 82,000  
 
Total people to be reached in 
2015:129,350  
Total children to be reached in 

2015: 82,000 



people of which UNICEF directly targets 
70,000 with access to safe water, 
sanitation facilities, improved hygiene 
practices, and identification of alternate 
water sources as part of DRR. UNICEF will 
provide kits including soap, household 
water treatment and dignity kits for girls 
and women.  

UNICEF will work with key partners to 
provide emergency health services to 
prevent and treat childhood illnesses 
including the re-establishment of cold-chain 
capacities, the immunization of some 
25,000 under-5 children against measles, 
and the restoration of other health services 
for mothers, pregnant women, new-borns 
and children, with a focus on leading 
causes of under-five mortality identified 
through sentinel surveillance. 

The nutrition situation is concerning; almost 
one in three children are chronically 
malnourished as a result of long-term 
nutritional deficiencies and inadequate 
infant and young child feeding practices 
and which put them at high risk for acute 
malnutrition, especially in communities 
where water is contaminated and food 
scarce. UNICEF will support government 
efforts to reach emergency-affected 

populations through both community and 
clinic-based interventions including 
identifying acute malnutrition cases for 
referral and treatment as well as infant and 
young child feeding counselling, and 
distribution of micronutrients. 

UNICEF support will also include 
resumption of education for 22,500 
affected children through establishment 
of temporary and safe learning spaces 
and provision of teaching and learning 
materials. In addition, this same 
programme will incorporate psychosocial 
support and lessons learned to reduce 
risk, reaching young and adolescent 
children, as well as caregivers and 
teachers affected by the cyclone in order 
to minimise damaging effects of trauma. 

Results to date 

UNICEF, together with affected 
Governments and other partners, is 
rapidly scaling up efforts to reach the 
most affected areas by deploying staff 
and mobilizing available pre-positioned 
supplies. An initial US$2.7 million worth 
of WASH, health, nutrition and education 
supplies is being procured to support 
children and families in the affected 
areas.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding requirements 
An inter-agency Flash Appeal totalling US$29.9 million was launched 
on 24 March 2015 for a three-month emergency response for Cyclone 
Pam in Vanuatu. The UNICEF component of this appeal is US$4.8 
million. For a longer response through the end of 2015, UNICEF 
requires an additional US$2.9 million to undertake essential 
humanitarian action for children in all affected countries. This medium 
term approach will also ensure the linkage between rapid response to 
the disaster and support to resilience and longer-term risk reduction 
by local governments and communities. Vanuatu will require 
US$7,467,000, Solomon Islands US$155,000, Tuvalu US$68,000, 
and Kiribati US$30,000.   

The Pacific is a challenging working environment, especially when it 
comes to complex logistics and very expensive shipping and 
distribution of supplies. The complexity of delivering assistance within 
the Pacific is further exacerbated by the emergency situation. Costs of 
freight remain high and access and communication with outer Islands 
is an ongoing challenge. Without additional funding UNICEF will be 
unable to support the national response in providing essential and life-
saving assistance to the affected populations in the PICs.

Sector 
2015 Requirements 

(US$) 

Nutrition 210,000 

Health 1,500,000 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 2,500,000 

Child Protection 810,000 

Education 2,300,000  

Cluster Coordination, IM 400,000 

Total 7,720,000 

Country Offices 
2015 Requirements 

(US$) 

Vanuatu 7,467,000 

Solomon Islands 155,000 

Tuvalu 68,000 

Kiribati 30,000 

Total 7,720,000 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes 
(EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Karen Allen 
Representative- Multi Country 
Office for Pacific Island Countries 
Tel: +679 3236135/3300439 
Email kallen@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership Division 
(PPD) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/pacific_islands.html  

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/pacific_islands.html

