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Polio this week - As of 23 October 2013
 

World Polio Day - 24 October! Partners, governments, civil society and communities worldwide are today marking World

Polio Day, as efforts to eradicate this disease once and for all are being intensified. More

In Syria, reports of suspected polio cases have emerged. A cluster of hot cases is currently being investigated, and has

prompted planning for a comprehensive outbreak response across the region. See ‘Syrian Arab Republic’ section below for

more.

One wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case has been confirmed in Cameroon. This is the first WPV in the country since 2009.

WPV1 was isolated from an acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) case from Ouest province, with onset of paralysis on 1 October

2013. Genetic sequencing is on-going to determine origin of the isolated virus. See ‘Chad, Cameroon and Central African

Republic’ section for more.

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Total cases Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012 Total in 2012 

Globally 301 174 223

- in endemic countries 103 170 217

- in non-endemic countries 198 5 6

  

Case breakdown by country

Countries

Year-to-date 2013 Year-to-date 2012
Total

in

 2012

Date of

most  

 recent

case
 WPV1  WPV3  W1W3  Total  WPV1  WPV3  W1W3  Total 

Nigeria 49   49 80 17  97 122 10 -Sep-13

Pakistan 46   46 44  2  1 47 58 1-Oct-13

Afghanistan 8   8 26   26 37 19-Sep-13

Ethiopia      6   6 25   19-Sep-13

Cameroon 1   1    0 1-Oct-2013

Somalia 174   174  0 14-Sep-13

South Sudan 3   3    0 24-Aug-13

Kenya 14   14      0 14-Jul-13

Niger        1 15-Nov-12

Chad     5   5 5 14-Jun-12

Total 301 0 0 301 155 19  1 175 223

Total in endemic

countries     
103 0 0 103 150 19 1 170 217  

 Total outbreak 198    0    0 198  5 0 0 5 6  

Data in WHO as of 23 October 2012 for 2012 data and 22 October 2013 for 2013 data.
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Afghanistan

One new WPV1 case was reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 is now eight (all WPV1), all of

which were reported from Eastern Region, close to the Pakistan border. The most recent WPV1 case had onset of paralysis

on 19 September, from Kunar province.

No new circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) cases were reported in the past week. The total number of

cVDPV2 cases in 2013 remains three. The most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 13 March (from Kandahar,

Southern Region).

National immunization days (NIDs) were conducted on 6-8 October. A second NIDs is planned for late October, followed by

subnational immunization days (SNIDs) mid and late November.    

Nigeria

No new WPV cases were reported this week. The total number of WPV cases for 2013 remains 49 (all WPV1s). The most

recent WPV1 case in the country had onset of paralysis on 10 September (from Kano).

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains one (with

onset of paralysis on 6 June, from Borno).

The primary challenges remain to access all children in Borno state, including in areas currently inaccessible during

supplementary immunization activities (SIAs) due to insecurity, and to further improve the quality of SIA implementation in

Kano state.

OPV was administered along with measles vaccine during Child Health Days (CHDs) in north and middle-band states on

5-9 October. Additional CHDs are planned for early November in middle-band and southern states. SNIDs are planned for

northern states 14-19 November.   

Pakistan

Three new WPV1 cases were reported in the past week. All were reported from Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA -

two from FR Bannu and one from North Waziristan). The total number of WPV1 cases for Pakistan in 2013 is now 46. The

most recent WPV1 case had onset of paralysis on 1 October (from FR Bannu). The majority of WPV1 cases in Pakistan this

year, 34 (74%), are from FATA, of which 14 from Khyber Agency and 14 from North Waziristan.

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for Pakistan remains 29. The

most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis 12 September (from North Waziristan).

The situation in North Waziristan is becoming increasingly severe, as it is the area with the largest number of children being

paralysed by wild poliovirus (14 cases) and cVDPV2s (22) in all of Asia. It is in an area where immunization activities have

been suspended by local leaders since June 2012. It is critical that children in these areas are vaccinated and protected

from poliovirus. Immunizations in neighbouring high-risk areas are being intensified, to further boost population immunity

levels in those areas and prevent further spread of this outbreak.

NIDs were conducted on 30 September to 2 October. SNIDs were conducted 14-16 October using bOPV. Further NIDs are

planned for November with dates to be confirmed using bOPV.

Chad, Cameroon and Central African Republic

In Chad, no new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent WPV case had onset of paralysis on 14 June

2012 (WPV1 from Lac). No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013

remains four (the most recent cVDPV2 case had onset of paralysis on 12 May from Ennedi). Nationwide immunization

campaigns are planned for late October and November.

In Cameroon, one WPV1 was reported this week from Ouest province. This is the first WPV in Cameroon since 2009 and

had onset of paralysis on 1 October 2013.

An outbreak response is now being planned. In 2013, five large-scale supplementary immunization activities (SIAs) have

already been conducted in Cameroon (in April, May, August, September and October), as the country was considered at

high-risk of re-infection due to its proximity with Nigeria. The latest NIDs were conducted 11-13 October.

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week in Cameroon. The total number of cVDPV2 cases for 2013 remains

four. The most recent VPDV had onset of paralysis on 12 August (from Kolfata, Extreme-Nord).

Central African Republic (CAR) continues to be at serious risk of re-infection due to proximity with Chad, on-going insecurity

and humanitarian crises, and destruction of health infrastructure. To minimize the risk and consequences of potential re-

infection, SNIDs were conducted on 30 September to 2 October and CHDs are planned for 11-13 November.

Horn of Africa

No new WPV1 cases were reported in the past week. The total number of WPV cases (all WPV1) for 2013 in the Horn of

Africa remains 197 (174 from Somalia, 14 from Kenya, six from Ethiopia and three from South Sudan). The most recent

WPV1 case in the region had onset of paralysis on 19 September (from Somali region, Ethiopia).

Outbreak response across the Horn of Africa is continuing. As a result of concerted outbreak response efforts, the impact of

the response is beginning to be seen, as the number of newly-reported cases from Banadir, Somalia (the epicentre of the

outbreak) has declined. At the same time, operations are improving as more children are being reached, including in some

inaccessible areas of south-central Somalia. However, more needs to be done, because as many as 500,000 children still

remain inaccessible in parts of south-central Somalia and other areas of the Horn of Africa remain at risk of re-infection.

Israel and West Bank and Gaza

 Although no case of paralytic polio has been reported, environmental surveillance suggests that WPV1 transmission, first

detected in February 2013, continues in southern and parts of central Israel. WPV1-positive samples were detected also in

West Bank (2 sites) and the Gaza Strip (1 site).

Since 2005, only inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) has been used for routine childhood immunization in Israel. To interrupt

WPV1 transmission, a nationwide supplementary immunization activity (SIA) with bivalent OPV targeting children < 10 years
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of age has been on-going since August.

Following a consultation with the country's immunization advisory group, the Israeli Ministry of Health has recently decided to

re-introduce OPV into the national immunization schedule.

SIAs in West Bank and Gaza Strip have been tentatively scheduled for October and November.

Syrian Arab Republic

In Syria, reports of suspected polio cases have emerged.

On 17 October 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO) received reports of a cluster of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP)

cases in the Syrian Arab Republic. This cluster of ‘hot’ AFP cases was detected in early October in Deir Al-Zour province and

is currently being investigated. Wild poliovirus was last reported in Syria in 1999.

A comprehensive outbreak response plan is urgently being finalized. The main aim is to rapidly conduct an immunization

activity in the immediately-affected area (by end-October) and high-risk areas. Multiple large-scale SIAs are needed over the

next 6 months (beginning in early November) across Syria and across the region. For more, visit

http://www.who.int/csr/don/2013_10_19_polio/en/index.html .

West Africa

No new WPV cases were reported in the past week. The most recent case in the region was a WPV1 from Tahoua province

in Niger with onset of paralysis on 15 November 2012.

No new cVDPV2 cases were reported in the past week from Niger. The country has reported a single case of cVDPV in

2013, with onset of paralysis on 11 July. Genetic sequencing has shown that the virus is related to that seen in Cameroon,

Chad and Nigeria (Borno).

Multi-country synchronized immunization campaigns are planned in West Africa for late October. Additional subnational

campaigns were conducted 7-9 September in Niger, and additional rounds are planned in the region for early November.
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