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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2013 cereal production forecast at above average levels 

 Lower rice exports in 2013  

 Wheat flour prices stable in November but high 

The 2013 cereal production forecast at above 
average levels 

Harvesting of the 2013 winter wheat and barley crops is about to begin. 
New official estimates for the total area planted to the 2013 wheat crop 
were revised upward to 472 000 hectares, about 4 percent above last 
year’s reduced plantings. As a result of adequate rains and 
temperatures during the cropping season, particularly in the main 
producing areas of Colonia, Soriano and Río Negro, normal yields are 
expected. The wheat output is forecast at 1.56 million tonnes, a 
15 percent recovery from the 2012 low level. 
 
Harvesting of the 2013 summer maize crop was completed in May and 
production was officially estimated at a new record level of 693 000 
tonnes, some 26 percent up from last year’s bumper crop. The increase 
in production reflects high plantings as a result of the sustained 
demand from the feed industry and improved yields due to the use of 
higher yielding seed varieties and favourable weather conditions during 
the season. Production of rice crop, harvested also earlier in the year, 
was estimated at 1.42 million tonnes (in paddy terms), relatively 
unchanged from last year’s level.  
 
In aggregate, the 2013 cereal production (summer and winter crop 
seasons) is expected to reach 4.1 million tonnes, about 5 percent 
higher than in 2012. 

Rice exports estimated to decline in 2013 
marketing year (January/December) 

Rice exports, accounting for about half of the total exports, are forecast 
lower than the record level of the previous marketing year, which 
reflected ample carryover stocks from the 2011 bumper crop. Wheat 
exports are expected to remain unchanged. 

Wheat flour prices stable in November but at high 
levels 
Average wholesale prices of wheat flour remained firm in November. 
However, at about UYU 15 per kg, wheat flour prices were almost 
40 percent higher than in November 2012 due to lower market 
availabilities following last year’s reduced production. 
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