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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Above average rains during the current season benefit crops 

 Inflation expected to increase in 2012  

 Continued civil insecurity and recent floods exacerbate food 
insecurity 
 

Above average rains during the current season 
benefit crops 

Harvesting of the 2012 millet and sorghum crops is underway, while the 
second season maize crop is scheduled to be harvested in December. 
Crop development benefited from above average rainfall during the 
growing season (September-November). Earlier in the year, the 
temporal distribution of rains during the maize main season (March-
June) had been erratic but cumulative levels were at average levels.  
The 2012 official cereal production forecast is not yet available but is 
tentatively put at average levels.  

Levels of inflation expected to increase in 2012  

According to the IMF, the average inflation rate is expected to reach 
7 percent in 2012. In the last several years inflation rose significantly 
from 1 percent in 2007 to 6.5 percent in 2008 but declined to 
3.5 percent in 2009 and to 1.5 percent in 2010 and 2011.  

Heavy rains and floods cause damage  

During August and September, heavy rains accompanied by strong 
winds caused floods in the towns of Paoua (Prefecture of Ouham-
Pende), Bangui-Bouchia (Prefecture of La Lobaye), Begoua (Prefecture 
of Ombéla M'poko) and in 5 districts of the capital Bangui. According to 
OCHA, as of mid October, the floods affected more than 20 000 
individuals, of which 13 700 are homeless and urgently need 
assistance. The displaced population lives with host families in 
overcrowded environments or in the open air, in both cases without 
adequate hygiene, sanitation or clean water. The living conditions of the 
displaced population are causing a critical health risk, including the risk 
of water-related diseases such as malaria and acute respiratory 
infections.  
 
In response, some USD 320 000 have been allocated from the Disaster 
Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) of the International Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent to support the Central African Republic 
Red Cross in delivering immediate assistance to 13 700 beneficiaries 
2 740 households). 

Continued civil insecurity exacerbate food 
insecurity 

Persistent civil conflict and insecurity deprive several households of 
their livelihoods and puts additional pressure on already limited 
resources. According to OCHA, as of mid October 2012, more than 
90 000 individuals were affected by internal displacement, while the 
number of returnees from neighbouring Chad and Cameroon was put at 
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about 12 000. Nearly 27 000 persons are newly displaced in 2012 in 
south-eastern parts of the country as a result of internal conflicts, 
banditry and attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army. In addition, there 
are about 19 000 refugees from Sudan, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) and other countries, located mainly in the Bambari 
area, the south-east (Zemio and Obo) and the south (Mongoumba, 
Bangui) During the first half of 2012, significant progress was made 
towards political peace negotiations between the Government and the 
country’s two main rebel groups resulting in ceasefire agreements and 
enabling humanitarian access to previously isolated populations.  
However, despite these positive developments, the security situation 
has deteriorated in the Kabo-Batangafo-Kaga-Bandoro triangle in the 
north–center following a joint military operation organized by the 
Chadian and Central African army against the Chadian rebel group 
Front Populaire pour le Redressement (Popular Front for 
Reconstruction). This operation led to the destruction of villages and 
farms and the displacement of over 2 500 people in the area. In 
addition, attacks perpetrated in the south-east by the Lord’s Resistance 
Army increased during the first quarter of the year. 

High malnutrition levels a big concern 

Reported levels of malnutrition and food insecurity are alarming. About 
40 percent of children under the age of five classified as malnourished 
while 10 percent are underweight. The global acute malnutrition (GAM) 
is estimated at 7.4 percent at national level, but in four prefectures 
(Lobaye, Vakaga, Bangui and Ouham) the GAM rates have exceeded 
the emergency threshold of 10 percent set by the World Health 
Organization. According to a recent Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) conducted in May 2012, the entire population of 
Central African Republic is food insecure, while more than 776 000 
Central Africans outside the capital Bangui (close to 20 percent of the 
total population) are in a food crisis. Overall, 1.92 million of people are 
estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance. To tackle the 
current food insecurity situation, a joint effort was launched by the 
government, the United Nations and the humanitarian community in 
February 2012, which by late November has received about 62 percent 
of its required funding of USD 134 million. 
 

 


