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TRENDS AND ANALYSIS 
This funding paper provides an update on funding 
trends since 1 July 2011. All data is from the Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS) as of 22 and 23 August 2011. 
 
By July 2011, the number of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in Somalia had reached 3.7 
million. The current situation represents Africa’s 
worst food security crisis since Somalia’s 1991/92 
famine. A massive multisectoral response is critical 
to reduce excess mortality and mitigate the effects 
of the drought. Immediate interventions include 
those to improve food access and to address 
health and nutrition, while simultaneously 
rebuilding and supporting livelihoods is critical. A 
dramatic scale-up of assistance is required at least 
until the end of 2011 though it is likely that this 
crisis will extend well into 2012. The revised 
Somalia Consolidated Appeal (CAP) requirements 
increased from $561 million following the mid-year 
review to $1.06 billion during the emergency 
scale-up review at the beginning of August 2011. 
The increased requirements are needed as the 
number of people in need has surged (see Graph 
5). 

By 22 August, the Somalia CAP funding stood at 
57% of the requirements, having received a total of 
$602.2 million since January 2011. The total 
humanitarian funding (CAP and non-CAP 
combined) currently available is $751.5 million, 
which is the highest funding level Somalia has ever 
received, even if carry-over funds from 2010 are 
deducted (some $88 million carried over from 
2010). The CAP funding gap nevertheless remains 
substantial at $460 million. 
 
The response to the urgent appeal for increased 
support has been unprecedented both in terms of 

its volume and speed. Roughly half of the funds 
currently available have been contributed since 1 
July, when the first reports of deteriorating 
nutritional status and looming famine in parts of 
the country appeared (see Graph 1). A total of 
$342 million has come to the Somalia operation in 
less than two months (CAP and non-CAP 
combined). This is more than the total amount the 
Somalia CAP received in 2010. In 2010 new 
contributions amounted to $251 million.  
 
 

FUNDING IN 2011 
The first half of the year saw pooled funding as a 
key funding mechanism for the Somalia operation 
and a decline in bilateral and overall funding levels. 
This was a continuation of the trend from 2010 
which recorded a 26% decline in new funding 
compared with 2009 (see last funding analysis from 
March 2011). By 30 June 2011, absolute CAP 
funding was lower than in any of the three 
previous years. The Somalia Common 
Humanitarian Fund (CHF) filled part of the funding 
gap during this period through its standard 
allocation in February ($43.6 million) plus $8.5 
million in allocations from the CHF’s emergency 
reserve in response to the drought and other 
immediate needs. In addition, the Central 
Emergency Response Fund provided $15 million 
through its window for underfunded emergencies 
to support humanitarian action in Somalia.  

 

Funding has dramatically increased in July and 
August, although funding levels are unbalanced 
across clusters. Several clusters face very low 
funding levels and have hardly received any funding 
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since July. The Protection cluster has received only 
12% of required funding, and Education only 18%. 
Agriculture and Livelihoods, especially important 
during the current crisis, has received only 23% of 
required funding. The cluster’s requirements have 
increased substantially in response to the crisis. 
The best-funded clusters are Food Assistance 
(74%), Logistics (71%) and Enabling Programmes 
(62%, see Graph 2).  

 

 

 

The dramatic deterioration of the humanitarian 
situation on the ground and the declaration of 
famine on 20 July, has led to a marked shift in 
funding patterns in Somalia which includes:  

1. Substantial increase in volume of funds 
contributed  

Between 1 July and 22 August 2011 the Somalia 
operation (CAP and non-CAP) received a total of 
$342.6 million compared with $320.7 million 
received during the first half of 2011 (carry-over 
from 2010 not included). A number of donors 
have pledged $365 million for Somalia since 1 July. 
In addition, Somalia is likely to benefit from the 
over $70 million available currently to the Horn of 

Africa when the final allocation of funds to each 
country in the region is made.  

 2. Bilateral aid represents the absolute 
majority of new resources  

Pooled funding, CHF and CERF combined, were 
the key funding channel for the Somalia CAP 
during the first half of the year. At the end of April 
these funds represented some 40% of all new 
resources available. Since 1 July, the bulk of funds 
mobilized was contributed bilaterally (Graph 3). 
The exception is $6.4 million received by the CHF 
in July. Nevertheless, the two pooled funds 
injected over $52.1 million into Somalia since 1 
July (the CHF Emergency Reserve provided $14.1 
million and two CERF rapid response grants $38 
million). Since January 2011, pooled funding has 
provided $118.2 million which accounts for one 
fifth (19.6%) of all CAP contributions as of 22 
August. 

 

3. Significant contributions by non-
traditional donors  

Besides the unprecedented speed and volume of 
the new contributions, the diversification of the 
Somalia donor base has been the most significant 
feature of the famine scale up. As may be 
expected, donors from the Gulf and other Muslim 
countries have contributed substantially to Somalia 
– a total of $69.2 million has been received since 1 
July. The OIC, at their conference in Turkey on 18 
August, announced a pledge of $350 million (not 
included in the funding figures in this document). 
The biggest non-traditional donors are Saudi 
Arabia, Brazil, China, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar. In addition, there are a 
number of small new donors and also various 
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public donation initiatives at a country level, as 
well as national committees of UNICEF, which 
have contributed to Somalia against various famine 
and drought appeals. In total, the new and non-
traditional donors together represent some 29% 
of all recent contributions received for the famine 
response. Graph 4 shows commitments and 
contributions (but not pledges) by donor since 1 
July 2011. 

 

4.  Return of the US as a high volume donor 

For the first time since 2009, when the OFAC 
issue led to the dramatic decline in the US funding 
for Somalia, the US has returned among the top 

donors. US contributions this year amount to $79 
million so far (of which $61.9 million is against the 
CAP) and the US is overtaken only by the UK as 
the single largest donor to the operation, followed 
by the European Commission. The current US 
funding is distributed among food aid, nutrition, 
WASH and livelihoods interventions, and the 
support is subject to the US anti-terrorism 
legislation and the receipt of the OFAC license. 

5. Other traditional donors increase their 
contributions 

The most significant increase has been registered 
in the UK funding, where the difference between 
their contributions in 2010 and 2011 is over $55.2 
million, with the 2011 contribution so far reaching 
$83.4 million. Australia registered a large increase 
in their Somalia support as compared to 2010, 
with $41.3 million contributed so far compared 
with just $3.8 million in 2010. Similarly, Canada has 
returned as a major donor with $24.6 million so 
far, up by $19.9 million from last year’s 
contribution of $4.7 million. Other donors who 
significantly increased their contributions include 
Japan (from $23.5 last year to $39.7 in 2011), 
Sweden ($10.9 million in 2010, $27.2 million in 
2011), Denmark ($10.3 million in 2010, $19.7 
million in 2011). On the contrary, one of the top 
donors in 2010 Spain dramatically reduced their 
contribution from $37.2 million to $7.6 million so 
far this year. The EC has contributed $48.3 million 
with many funding decisions being finalized at the 
time of writing this report. Once finalized, this will 
bring their contribution substantially up in the 
coming weeks.  
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This graph compares the number of people in need to the requirements and funding of the Consolidated Appeal for 
Somalia. The number of people in need is shown in the blue and red areas and broken down by displaced people (IDP, 
adjusted downward to avoid double-counting), people in acute food and livelihoods crisis (AFLC), humanitarian 
emergency (HE) and famine. The black line shows CAP requirements and the triangles show CAP funding at mid-year 
(grey) and at the end of the year (black). Data from FSNAU, 22 August 2011, and FTS, 23 August 2011. 


