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Côte d’Ivoire 
Situation report # 11 
23 June 2011.  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Côte 
d’Ivoire. It covers the period from 17 to 23 June. The next report will be issued on or around 07July. 
 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Urgent shelter rehabilitation needs revealed as spontaneous voluntary return of IDPs gathers speed. 
• Measles vaccination campaign in North and Central Côte d’Ivoire achieves 94 per cent coverage. 
• National food security and agricultural needs assessments identify populations in the West as highly 

vulnerable. 

 
 

II. Situation Overview 
 
The security situation in Abidjan is calm but remains unpredictable. In Yopougon, over the weekend, 
members of the Forces Républicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) were reported by the local press to have 
engaged in violent fighting that left one person dead. The fighting erupted following an attempt by FRCI 
elements to remove an illegal check point mounted by their colleagues; the situation was eventually brought 
under control. 
 
The United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) reports that the second phase of the disarmament 
process is on-going in Côte d’Ivoire. Around 900 former combatants belonging to the ‘Invisible Commandos’ 
have been demobilized in the concluded first phase of the programme. 
 
While the improving general security situation in the country is encouraging many IDPs to return to their 
areas of origin, the lack of security in some parts, the high level of destruction of houses, schools, health 
centres, and administrative offices, continue to slow down the capacity of others to return home.  
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 PROTECTION 
 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) across the country are gradually starting to return to their homes, but the 
fear of insecurity and continued presence of the FRCI continues to deter high numbers of IDPs from 
returning. The Protection Cluster is collaborating with other actors including the security, human rights and 
civilian police components of ONUCI to develop an advocacy strategy on protection of IDPs. 

On 9 June, Mobile Telephone Networks (MTN) of Côte d’Ivoire donated food and non-food items worth of 
US$100,000 (50,000,000 CFA) to assist IDPs of Abidjan.  

West: 
During the week of 13 June, 349 Ivorian refugees from Liberia returned to their villages in the Bloléquin 
department, in the West. Protection monitors who conducted interviews and profiling in areas near the 
Liberian border confirmed that returns by IDPs were voluntary, but warned that returnees are settling in 
areas where proper shelter is not provided and therefore need immediate assistance. UNHCR and their 
government counterpart, the Service d’Aide aux Refugiés et Apatrides (SAARA), continue to discuss the 
provision of non-food items (NFIs) to the returnees and how to organize future returns. 
 
A joint assessment mission on 14 June to Toulépleu and surrounding villages found that IDPs and refugees 
from Liberia who returned to Toulépleu and Bloléquin continue to express fears about insecurity and the 
presence of armed men in towns, villages, surrounding plantations and forests. The presence of 15 
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checkpoints between Guiglo and Toulépleu constitutes an impediment to the return of IDPs while returnees 
are still in dire need of emergency shelter, food and medical assistance. Villages on the Bangolo-Duékoué 
axis are still facing problems of insecurity, access to livelihoods and shelter needs. The protection cluster is 
currently responding to requests for assistance by IDPs on sites who wish to return to Teapleu and Bangolo. 
 
In anticipation of the relocation movement from the Catholic Mission site to Nahibly camp, the sub-cluster on 
child protection is continuing its sensitization activities, including preventing separation during the movement 
scheduled to begin on 27 June. The International Rescue Committee (IRC) reports that girls represent        
49 per cent of 65 unaccompanied and 118 separated children that have been documented in the West of the 
country. During the week, between 14 and 20 June, 14 new cases of separated and unaccompanied children 
were identified. The figures are expected to increase in view of the planned campaign scheduled to take 
place in the in Moyen Cavally and Montagnes regions in early July.  
 
Prevention activities including radio programmes, identification of unaccompanied and separated children 
continue to be undertaken by the cluster, while the mapping of actors and priority areas for social cohesion 
and conflict resolution activities in the West has now been completed.  
 
East: 
In Noé (south-eastern region), 1,252 families remain displaced and have left IDP sites to live within host 
families dispersed over five villages. This group was identified during the inter-agency assessment mission 
conducted by members of the humanitarian country team. Initial reports suggested that the IDPs have no 
access to primary health care due to lack of medicines  in health facilities and are hesitant to return to their 
zones of origin due to insecurity, destruction of their homes, lack of means of transportation and fear of 
retaliatory attacks. 
 
Centre: 
In Bouaké, the transit centre provided by the Prefect with the support of UNICEF, PAM and other partners for 
sheltering 17,331 IDPs is now empty. The IDPs have all left the camp and now live within host families who 
are now experiencing difficulties in view of the increase in the number of people living within their 
households. Many households are now occupied by 25 people instead of 5 persons per household. The 
situation, according to UNICEF renders host families vulnerable as they are in severe need of health care, 
food and sanitation services. 
 
In Yamoussoukro, the training for 22 Gender Based Violence (GBV) capacity promoters started on 20 June. 
The training comes within the framework of the inter-agency global project involving UNHCR, UNFPA and 
UNICEF. Designed to strengthen GBV prevention and response during emergency situations in 9 countries 
including Côte d’Ivoire, participants were drawn from International NGOs, National NGOs, Governmental and 
United Nations agencies based in Man, Abidjan, Yamoussoukro and Bouaké. 
 
Child protection: 
On 17 June, the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare in Abidjan held an open day where organizations 
presented their programmes to prevent and respond to child labour. The event highlighted the importance of 
integrating this issue in the Child Protection emergency response plan in view of growing evidence on the 
increase risk of child labour during emergencies. This ceremony highlighted the importance of considering 
this issue in the Child Protection emergency response plan. 

 CAMP COORDINATION/CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM) 
 
IOM now estimates that there are around 51,695 IDPs present in sites in terms of numbers of people present 
in the sites at night, taking into consideration previous data combined with registration figures. This is a 
decrease of around 25 percent compared to the previous estimates, indicating that a number of IDPs are 
now spending the night with host families and coming into IDP camps during the day to benefit from services.  
 
The verification and updating of IDP lists by IOM camp managers is now in progress at the Duékoué and 
Guiglo sites. New figures of IDPs will be made available around 27 June. 
 
Around 481 IDPs chose to voluntarily return from Danané to Teaplau on 17 June, and the operation is on-
going. Some 1,200 IDPs are scheduled to participate in this assisted voluntary return programme. 
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The construction work at the first block of the new Nahibly IDP camp has been completed while the 
preparation for the relocation of IDPs from Duékoué Catholic Mission to the site continues. A partner for the 
provision of medical assistance on the site has now been identified, and the signing of an agreement with 
WHO is in the pipeline. The relocation of the first batch of IDPs can only happen after the updated IDP list 
has been received from the Catholic Mission in Duékoué. United Nations peacekeepers already present in 
Nahibly will provide security of the infrastructures. While concerted efforts are being undertaken by the 
municipal and prefectural authorities to decongest IDP sites in Guiglo, the cluster is pleading with the 
national and local authorities to cover the utility bills on the IDP sites. 
 
The lack of knowledge about camp management related standards and indicators are partially covered 
through the CCCM training. It is expected that training will facilitate the prompt provision and sharing of data 
and information and strengthen the capacity of camp management agencies. More protection partners are 
being sought in Abidjan for CCCM activities. 
 
Responses/Activities 

 
• CCCM training in Abidjan, trained 21 persons coming from NRC, DRC, Caritas, ASAPSU, ASA, 

MESAD, IOM and from the Local Authorities (Prefecture) 
• Currently, IOM with support from UNHCR CCCM coordinator, is providing the CCCM training in Man 
• The IOM registration exercise is finished, the data is under implementation in the IOM database and 

planned to be released at the end of this month. 
• IOM data clerk are processing Catholic Mission data to release it before the end of this week to 

UNHCR. Thru the registration data, UNHCR will start the relocation exercise to Nahibly. 
• IOM CCCM teams are visiting sites to get more information about sites situation in Abidjan. They will 

assess the East region in the coming days. 
 
Gaps 

• The CCCM training is aiming to partially cover the gap of the CCCM knowledge about standards and 
indicators. To continuously provide information and increase capacity building, IOM will create an 
information platform to share data, CCCM knowledge, link and special warning. 

• In Abidjan, Camp Management Agencies are reported through the weekly report a lack of sectoral 
partners. CCCM cluster with Protection cluster are advocating to bring together more protection 
partners.  

 

 FOOD SECURITY 
The coverage of priority food security needs until 13 June has enabled the cluster to assist 110,433 
households with 2,000 tons of agricultural kits, 4,387 tons of food, cash and food coupons to affected 
localities in the West, Centre, North, Abidjan and neighbourhoods. 
 
21,608 households (129,648 persons), 237,990 beneficiaries and more than 49,160 households (around 
294,960 persons) were assisted respectively during the 2011 agricultural season with food, cash and 
vouchers. 
 
The categories of vulnerable people targeted as a priority during the initial emergency assistance were IDPs, 
host families and recent returnees. 
 
In the neighbouring villages of Duékoué, Bangolo, Bloléquin, Kouibly, Guéssabo of the Moyen Cavally 
region, a high concentration of returnees has been reported. The food security needs initially identified by 
cluster members are far from covering the real needs, as evidenced by the dynamics IDP movement within 
their zones of origin. 
 
The initial analysis of the national food security and agricultural needs assessment conducted by FAO, 
WFP,UNDP and the Government between 3 and 17 June showed a high degree of vulnerability especially in 
the West due  to increased fragility and weak purchasing power, difficult access to seeds and agricultural 
inputs and limited food stocks. 
 
Incentives-based interventions in favour of return and support for the reintegration of returnee-households 
are to be urgently initiated in order to prevent the worsening of food security, malnutrition and mortality. 
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 NUTRITION 
In the West, 1,250 out of 1274 cartons of high energy biscuits received from UNICEF were distributed to 
IDPs in Duékoué, Man, Bloléquin, Guiglo, Zagne, Tai, Zeaglo, and Gbapleu while CARITAS distributed 
11,074 cartons of biscuits to 1,110 pregnant women, 2,890 lactating women and 3,027 children on IDP sites 
in ZouanHounien, Mahapleu, Logouale, Sanguine and Biankouma. 
 
The Organisation Mission d’Eden Christ (OMEC) has distributed supplementary plumpy nuts to 312 children 
living on IDP sites in ZouanHounien, Bin-Houyen, Teapleu, Glangleu, Glepleu, Ouyatuo, Yelleu, 
ZoutouoDarra, Banneu, and Zale. The NGO screened 367 children and recorded 152 cases of moderately 
acute malnutrition and 8 cases of severe malnutrition. There were 8 drop-outs, 36 cases of complete 
recovery, 6 readmissions and 1 case of relapse. To boost its stock, the organisation received additional 200 
cartons of supplementary plumpy to cover the nutritional needs of 1000 children throughout June. 
 
In the North, Notre Terre Nourricière (NTN) administered Vitamin A supplements to 452 women in Madinani, 
Minignan, Odienné and Samatiguila.  In the Denguélé region, the organisation also screened 23,664 children 
for malnutrition in the districts of Madinani, Minignan, Odienné and Samatiguila. 319 cases of severe 
malnutrition and 1200 cases of moderately acute malnutrition were recorded. 
 
The Organisation pour le Développement des Activités Féminines (ODAFEM) conducted two malnutrition 
screening training sessions for 170 community health workers in Séguéla and Mankono. Findings from the 
screening of 13, 626 children from the two towns in Worodougou region recorded 205 cases of severe 
malnutrition, 876 cases of moderately acute malnutrition while 3901 children received vitamin A 
supplements. 
 
 

 HEALTH 
The country-wide early warning system put in place by the Government with the assistance of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) during the week continues to detect suspected cases of diseases such as polio, 
measles and meningitis. The update on epidemiological surveillance is as follows: 
 

• Abidjan: 4 cases of cholera were reported, with no deaths.  
• West: Man: 2 cases of Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP), Biankouma: 1 case of yellow fever, 

ZouanHounien: 1 case each of measles and meningitis, Duékoué: 1 suspected case of measles,      
2 cases of AFP and 2 cases of meningitis. 

• Central-north: North West Bouake; 3 suspected cases of measles and 1 case of AFP in Nassian. 
 
To strengthen the capacity of the medical personnel, the Ministry of Health in collaboration with WHO 
organised a two-day training in epidemiological surveillance for 118 senior staff of health districts in the west, 
Abidjan and south-west. In the same context of disease prevention, WHO in collaboration with UNICEF, 
organised a vaccination campaign against measles targeting 169,408 children aged  between 6 and 59 
months in the North (Minignan, Odienné, Zouénoula, Man,) Sinfra and Kounahiri health districts in the 
Centre. The campaign achieved vaccination coverage of 94 per cent. 
 
A joint assessment mission organised by United Nations agencies and NGOs visited Noé in the eastern part 
of the country to assess the extent of humanitarian needs in the town. 200 IDPs were met on site while 
others had left for Abidjan and neighbouring Ghana. Two health facilities are taking care of the IDPs but 
there is a lack of drugs and transportation means to convey the sick to the specialist hospital located more 
than fifty kilometres away. Cases of sexual violence among young children have been reported, with no 
medical assistance provided due to the absence of relevant medical facilities. 
 

Neighbouring countries 
 
LIBERIA  
 
As of 17 June, the total number of Ivorian refugees in Liberia is 142,331. The refugee verification exercises 
in Grand Gedeh, Maryland and River Gee Counties are expected to complete soon. 
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In the context of WFP's emergency operation to support Ivorian refugees and affected host communities, 
June food distributions are on-going to refugees and host families in Nimba, Maryland and Grand Gedeh 
Counties. Distributions to refugees and host families in River Gee County will begin in the next two weeks. 
So far in June, WFP has distributed 1,550 mt of assorted food commodities to 104,800 beneficiaries, 
including 57,330 refugees, 40,150 host community beneficiaries and 6,350 beneficiaries of FAO's seed 
protection project in Nimba and Grand Gedeh Counties, as well as 168 inpatients in an SNU (Special 
Nutrition Unit, for patients suffering from several acute nutrition with medical complications) in Maryland 
County and 804 supplementary feeding recipients. Monthly food distributions to refugees in Bahn camp have 
been completed. A targeted supplementary feeding programme for malnourished children and pregnant and 
lactating women is being implemented in health centres in Grand Gedeh, Nimba and Maryland Counties. 
Training on the use of Supplementary Plumpy recently airlifted to Liberia has been conducted for partners 
over the past weeks.   
 
On 16 June, thousands of Ivorian and Liberian children participated in the ‘Day of the African Child’ events in 
almost all transit, refugee camps and host communities with children parading on the street with child rights 
banners, participating in speeches, sports competitions and song and dancing performances. UNICEF and 
partners stressed the importance of continued and rapid actions in improving the lives of all vulnerable 
children affected by the Ivorian refugee crisis.  
 
GHANA  
As part of its operations to assist 10,000 asylum seekers, WFP's June food distributions in Ampain are on-
going. The next round of distributions will take place in July. 
 
 
IV. Funding 

 
As of 23 June, 2011, the Emergency Humanitarian 
Action Plan (EHAP) for Côte d’Ivoire and 
neighbouring countries affected by the crisis is 
funded at 27 per cent with some $48 million 
contributed against a total requirement of $178 
million. The funding level of the EHAP has not 
changed for the second week running.  
 
In the absence of increased funding, humanitarian 
response to vulnerable populations will be impeded. 
The clusters have just completed the field revision 
of the EHAP.  
 

 

178million 
requested (US$) 

 27% 
funded 

73% Unmet 
requirements 
$178 million 
 
 
 
 
 
27% coverage 
$48 million 

 
                                                                                                                       
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 
VI. Contact 

 
 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org  
Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 

    Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org 
 


