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Season starting normally on the backdrop of dry conditions 

 
KEY MESSAGES 

 The 2012/2013 rainfall season is starting 
normally in most areas in the region. 

 Several areas in the region are starting the 
season with below-average vegetation 
conditions. 

 Forecasts call for below-normal rains in several 
of the areas affected by last season’s drought. 

 

UPDATE ON SEASONAL PROGRESS  

 On average, the season starts in November in 
most parts of the region (green colors, Figure 1). 
As such, most parts of the region are still 
expecting a start of season. In anticipation of the 
start of the rains, the major agricultural activity 
in many areas is land preparation. 

 In the few areas where the season has started, 
the onset of rains has mainly been timely (Figure 
2). These areas include parts of eastern South 
Africa, Swaziland, central Mozambique, most 
parts of Angola and Madagascar, parts of 
northern Malawi, northern Zambia, and central 
Zimbabwe. Planting has been reported in some 
of the areas where sufficient rains were 
received. In a few parts of central South Africa, 
Lesotho, and central Mozambique the start of 
season is now two dekads (20 days) late. 

 Rainfall performance is generally fair in many of 
the areas where the season has started. This 
includes eastern South Africa, which received 
above-normal rains in October. However, some 
areas where the season started during the last 
dekad of October have since received low 
rainfall in the following dekad. These areas 
include parts of central Zimbabwe and central 
Mozambique. In such areas, sufficient rains are 
required soon in order to avert a false start.  

 Several areas in the region are experiencing 
below average vegetation conditions (Figure 3). 
These include much of Mozambique, north-
eastern Tanzania, south-eastern Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and central South Africa.  

Figure 1.  Normal start of season (SOS) in Southern Africa. 
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Figure 2.  The start of season anomaly for the 2012/13 

season as of November 10, 2012. 
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 Some of these areas have had below-average 
vegetation conditions since the 2011/2012 season, and 
this has implications for pastures, which may be below 
average in some areas. This is primarily due to poor 
rains in the previous season.  

 Poor rains in 2011/12 resulted in some areas of South 
Africa and Botswana receiving less than half their 
annual seasonal totals. This has also resulted in 
reductions in water availability and water supply in 
some areas.  

 While the dry vegetation conditions in north-eastern 
Tanzania (Figure 3) may suggest a late or erratic start to 
the short (Vuli) season rains in northern Tanzania, 
national agrometeorological reports indicate that the 
season is progressing well in those areas. 

 
FORECASTS 

 A rainfall forecast update was recently issued by the 
SADC Climate Services Centre (Figure 4). The forecast 
suggests most areas having near-climatological 
probabilities for rainfall to be above-normal or below-
normal. Areas in southern Mozambique, Swaziland, 
eastern South Africa, Lesotho, eastern Botswana, 
southern Zimbabwe and much of Angola are tipped to 
have slightly enhanced chances of receiving normal-to-
below normal rainfall. These are all areas which 
experienced drought or extensive dry spells at some 
time during the 2011/2012 season. Forecasts from 
other international forecasting centers also suggest that 
south-eastern and central parts of the region may have 
slightly enhanced chances of normal-to-below normal 
rains. 

 A second consecutive poor rainfall season may be 
detrimental to many farming households and to the 
regional food balance and water supply. 

 

More information on remote sensing can be found at:  
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/cpc_intl/ and  http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/?l=en 
 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 
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Figure 3.  NDVI greenness Index anomaly between 5 

and 15 November 2012. 
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Figure 4. Nov 2012 to Jan 2013 Rainfall Forecast 
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