
 
Relief Food Update 
As of 24 October, dispatch of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 95 per cent, including 98 per 
cent to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), 90 per cent to WFP-
covered areas in the Somali region, and 97 per cent to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency 
Operation (JEOP). For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp,org  

WASH Update  
Currently, 30 water trucks are operational countrywide, including 15 in the Somali Region, seven in eastern Afar 
(reaching 10,650 beneficiaries), six in Tigray, and two in southern Oromia. This is an overall decrease of seven trucks 
over the last two weeks, with two water trucks reduced from Ber’ano and East Imey woredas of Shabelle zone after 
rainfall improved water availability. Discussions among partners are on-going to resume operations in the wake of a 
temporary suspension of water trucking in Dawe Sarer woreda of Bale zone and Moyale woreda of Borena zone 
(Oromia Region).  

Due to the onset of rainfall, the crticial water situation in Dillo, Dire, Miyo, Arero and Yabelo woredas of Borena zone is 
improving. World Vision Ethiopia completed drilling five boreholes in Teltelle, Dilo and Yabelo woredas (Oromia 
region) to benefit an estimated 7,500 people. In SNNPR, 10,500 people are benefiting from 18 shallow wells and 6 
hand-dug wells constructed also with World Vision support in Bena Tsemay and Hamer woredas of South Omo zone. 
For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org   

Health Update 
Increasing cases of malaria have been reported from Oromia, SNNPR, Amhara and Tigray. The record of compiled 
surveillance data for the first week of October showed a total of 82,398 cases with 6 deaths from the four regions, 
compared to 81,683 cases during the last week of September. SNNP and Amhara regions reported close to 68 per 
cent of the cases (each reported close to 34 per cent of the cases), while Oromia reported 17 per cent of the cases, 
and Tigray 8 per cent of the cases.  

Surveillance reports showed that the malaria case load peaked in June (with over 400,000 cases) and declined 
markedly in the month of July (with close to 220,000 cases), but has been increasing continuously since, with 260,271 
cases in August and 394,650 in September.  

Preventive and control activities including case management, ITN distribution and IRS are still being implemented by 
the Ministry of Health (MoH) and Regional Health Bureaus (RHB) in collaboration with partners. Accordingly, WHO 
supported field level investigations in Dawro zone of Tocha woreda (SNNPR) in addition to malaria epidemic 
preparedness and response activity in East and West Wellega, Kellem Wellega and Jimma zones of Oromia region. 
Following the field investigations, health workers obtained support for orientations on malaria case management 
protocol as per the new guidelines and malaria situation monitoring using the monitoring chart support.  

During the first week of October a total of 44 suspected measles cases and one death were reported from Amhara, 
Oromia and SNNPR with majority of cases reported from Amhara, while during the previous week SNNP reported 38 
cases from Bench Maji, Meint Shsha, Shako and Gedeo zones.  For more information, contact: who-
wro@et.efro.who.int. 

Refugee Update 
In 2012 Somali refugees continue to arrive at the Dollo Ado refugee camps in south-eastern Ethiopia, albeit in smaller 
numbers compared to the rate of arrivals in 2011. To accommodate new arrivals, the Ethiopian government has 
authorized the opening of a sixth camp to be located between the town of Kole and Kobe camp, some 54 kilometers 
north of Dollo Ado town. The cost of opening the new camp and setting up basic services and infrastructure, including 
medical, education and warehousing facilities, is more than US$ 5 million. For the initial phase, UNHCR urgently 
needs $1.5 million for site preparation, land demarcation and basic infrastructure set-up. The agency is seeking 
support from donors and partners, including resources for NGO partners who would work in the camp. The newest 
camp in Dollo Ado – Buramino – opened in November 2011 and now holds more than its capacity, hosting over 
32,000 refugees.  

Between January and September 2012, 62,000 Somalis sought refuge in neighboring countries. Ethiopia received 
more than 25,000, becoming the largest recipient of Somali refugees in the region. As a result, the population of the 
Dollo Ado refugee camps, the world’s second biggest refugee complex after Dadaab in Kenya, passed the 170,000 
mark in October.  A convoy of nine trucks with basic supplies such as blankets and plastic sheets arrived at Dollo Ado 
from Kenya through the southern border of Moyale on 10 October. Distribution is currently underway. In total, Ethiopia 
now hosts 214,000 Somali refugees in camps at Dollo Ado and Jijiga (also in Somali Region).  
For more information, contact: prokopch@unhcr.org   
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