
 
WASH Update  
Currently, 21 water trucks are operational in areas facing critical water shortages due to inadequate seasonal rainfall, 
including six in Afar, nine in Somali and six in Tigray. In Somali Region, water trucking interventions are focused on parts 
of Afder, Liben and Shebelle (Gode) zones. Rehabilitation of boreholes continued in northern and eastern parts of the 
region, with 31 boreholes rehabilitated in Jarar (Degehabur), Korahe and Doolo (Warder) zones, 30 in Fafan (Jijiga), and 
30 in Siti (Shinille). The preliminary report of the multi-agency assessment conducted from 7-9 September by DRMFSS 
and partners in the conflict-affected woredas of the Moyale area of southern Somali and Oromia Regions identified 
WASH requirements as among the most immediate needs. Some 65,227 people (52,554 in Somali and 22,673 in 
Oromia) require water trucking. Water storage facilities and water purification chemicals are also required. Oxfam GB, 
with UNICEF support, is expected to deploy five additional trucks in the Moyale area (Somali and Oromia Regions) in the 
coming week.  

While most of Oromia Region received substantial and evenly-distributed rains in the first half of September, additional 
new requirements for water trucking emerged in drought-prone woredas of Bale and East Harerge. The Regional Water 
Bureau (RWB) approved the water trucking request for Bale zone and IRC is mobilizing support for the two affected 
woredas (Rayitu and Dawe Serer). Meanwhile, the RWB is closely monitoring the situation in East Harerghe zone. 
Elsewhere, emergency preparedness activities are ongoing in Amhara Region ahead of the Gishen Mariam religious 
festival. Household water treatment chemicals sent to Tigray Region by UNICEF will be distributed in AWD-prone areas 
and to commercial farms. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org  

Relief Food Update 
As of 19 September, the dispatch of the sixth round of relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, stood at 20 per cent. 
Expedited by the Government’s new Logistics Transport Contracting System, the dispatch of food to priority areas 
reached 89 per cent in SNNPR, 64 per cent in Amhara and 11 per cent in Oromia and Somali Regions. The NGO 
Consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) reached 67 per cent dispatch in Amhara, 62 per cent in SNNPR, and 23 
per cent in Somali, while WFP dispatch to Somali Region stood at 10 per cent. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Health Update 
During the reporting week, 55,143 new cases of malaria were reported countrywide, with 43 per cent (23,746 cases) 
reported from SNNPR, 40 per cent (22,189 cases) from Amhara, and nearly 17 per cent (9,130 cases) from Oromia. No 
new cases were reported from Afar, Gambella or Tigray Regions. The national figure continues to show a slight decline 
in weekly cases. The SNNP Regional Health Bureau and WHO continue to support malaria prevention and control 
activities in 60 hot spot woredas, as this is the peak season for malaria transmission. Meanwhile, an outbreak of 
diarrhoea in Gode woreda, Shebelle zone (Somali Region) was confirmed as normal diarrhoea, not acute watery 
diarrhoea (AWD). For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int  

Refugee Update 
Some 41,000 refugees residing in the three refugee camps in Fafan zone, Somali Region (Awbare, Kebribayah and 
Sheder) and the surrounding host community are now getting up to 20 litres per person of water per day. In Kebribayah 
camp, Japan/JICA, UNHCR and local authorities finished their joint Jarar Valley water supply project to benefit refugees, 
the nearby town and roadside settlements. Recent electrification improved water supply to 20 liters/person/day. 
Development of the Awbare local community water system is also complete, and Sheder camp no longer requires water 
trucking following the installation of a pipeline system and pumps, which also benefits the local community. UNHCR 
plans to drill four more boreholes in the camps and connect seven existing boreholes in Awbare and Sheder to the 
national grid within the year. 

In southern Somali Region, UNHCR, ARRA, and partners including UNICEF, WFP, IMC, ACF and GOAL conducted a 
month-long (July) joint follow-up nutrition and health survey in Kobe and Hilaweyn camps (Dollo Ado), revealing 
significant improvements in nutrition in 2012. Global acute malnutrition stood at 13.1 per cent in Kobe and 15.9 per cent 
in Hilaweyn, compared to 47.8 per cent and 50.6 per cent respectively in 2011. The survey suggests that progress is due 
to collaboration between all actors, including a strong community outreach programme to identify, refer and follow up on 
malnourished children and promotion of preventive approaches such as appropriate infant child and young child feeding 
practices. Blanket feeding was also provided for all children aged 6 to 59 months. However, the crude mortality and 
under-five mortality rates are at or above the emergency threshold. Despite improve nutrition, anaemia levels remain 
above 40 per cent.  

With the relocation of 10,500 Sudanese refugees from Ad-Damazin transit centre to Bambasi camp (Benshangul Gumuz 
Region) completed, UNHCR, ARRA and partners have been working to stabilize life in Bambasi - the newest camp in 
Ethiopia. While the basic infrastructure is complete and functional, health and sanitation conditions in the camp need 
further improvement. UNHCR is awaiting final approval from government officials for use of the Zone-C Extension in 
Bambasi camp, which is essential to expand the camp to a capacity of 20,000 inhabitants. This would also support 
efforts to decongest Tongo camp, where 5,000 of the current 12,766 refugees are expected to be relocated. Only a 
limited number of new arrivals (373 people) were reported in August, attributed to impassable conditions during the rainy 
season. However, there are concerns that the number of new arrivals could increase once again with the end of the 
rains. For more information, contact: prokopch@unhcr.org 
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