
 
Weather Update 
According to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA), normal to above-normal rainfall was received in most kiremt-
receiving parts of the country during June and the first 10 days of July, with the exception of pocket areas in Amhara 
and Gambella, which received below-normal rainfall. The kiremt (long June to September rains in highland areas) 
should further intensify through the end of July, with Amhara, Beneshangul-Gumuz, Gambella, SNNP, Tigray, and 
much of Oromia expected to see normal to above-normal rainfall. However, the rains’ intensity is expected to decline 
throughout August, with a likely early withdrawal of the rains in most kiremt-receiving areas. This could impact crop 
production in areas where the delayed belg rains resulted in late planting of long-cycle meher crops, and negatively 
affect the food and nutritional security of poor households in areas previously affected by poor kiremt rains in 2011. 
Near-normal rainfall is expected in Afar and northern Somali Regions in the second half of July, with the onset of the 
karma/karan (mid-July to September) long rains. Dry weather conditions will prevail over the lowlands of southern 
Oromia and southern Somali Regions, which have entered the July to October dry season. For more information, 
contact: dadimoswon@yahoo.com  or ocha-eth@un.org  

Market Update 
Ethiopia’s year-on-year inflation rate slowed for the fourth straight month, declining from 25.5 per cent in May to 20.9 
per cent in June. According to Ethiopia’s Central Statistics Agency, the decline has been driven by an unseasonable 
drop in food prices between May and June: food price inflation stood at 21.5 per cent (down from 29.2 in May). 
Particularly strong declines were recorded in the price of vegetables and fruits (19 per cent decrease) and of oil and 
fats (3.2 per cent decrease). Cereal prices increased slightly, on the other hand, although less steeply than normally 
expected during the belg lean season. Among factors triggering the increase in cereal prices was high demand for 
seed for meher planting. The upward trend in cereal prices is likely to continue until the next harvest reaches the 
market and improves supply (October-November 2012). Non-food price inflation rose marginally in June, from 19.6 to 
19.8 per cent. Regionally, the increase in cereal prices previously reported continued in SNNP and Gambella Regions 
in June: cereal prices have steadily increased in SNNP and Gambella since January 2012 and November 2011 
respectively. A moderate increase was also recorded in Oromia, while a sharp fall was seen in Somali Region, further 
improving pastoralist terms of trade. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  

Relief Food Update 
As of 10 July, dispatch of the fourth round of relief food (targeting 3.4 million people nationwide) stood at 63 per cent, 
including 54 per cent dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS), 61 per cent to WFP-covered areas in Somali Region, and 83 per cent to areas covered by the NGO 
consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). Meanwhile, allocations for the fifth round (targeting 3.2 million 
people) were completed for Afar, Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, Tigray, SNNP and Somali Regions, with all allocations 
at full rations. Fifth round dispatch will prioritize food security hotspot areas, including SNNP and Shinile zone of 
Somali Region. Timely dispatch of allocated food remains a challenge due to factors including delay in the arrival of 
pledged food (due to the long shipment and clearance process). For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Nutrition Update 
The Government’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) confirmed that admissions of severely 
malnourished children to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) increased by 12.1 per cent at the national level 
from April to May, with 30,175 cases admitted at 8,790 TFP sites in eight regions (83 per cent reporting rate). TFP 
admissions in SNNPR accounted for nearly half of all admissions, with 14,909 cases admitted in May, up from 12,518 
in April (18.4 per cent increase).  The regional increase in admission rates was particularly steep in Gamo Gofa, 
Gedeo and Sidama zones, but lower in Hadiya, Halaba, Silte and South Omo zones. Exacerbating the situation in 
SNNPR is the continued increase in food prices in May and June: cereal prices have risen by 3.1 per cent since the 
beginning of the year, increasing pressure on the already-limited purchasing power of poor households.  

Some 238,807 additional moderately malnourished children under five (MAM) and pregnant and breastfeeding 
women were enrolled in Targeted Supplementary Feeding programmes (TSF) in 114 woredas of five regions from 
April to June, bringing the total number of MAM cases enrolled in TSF programmes from January to June to 479,726. 
All 192 nutrition hotspot priority 1 woredas nationwide, as well as all 16 priority 2 woredas in SNNPR and selected 
priority 2 woredas with high malnutrition rates and worsening food security elsewhere in the country will be targeted 
with TSF. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  

Health Update 
New malaria cases continued to be reported during the past week, including from Boloso Bombe and Boloso Sore 
woredas of Wolayita zone (SNNPR), Ankasha woreda of Awi zone and Mecha woreda of West Gojam zone 
(Amhara), and South West Shewa, Illua Aba Bora and Jimma zones (Oromia). However, the number of cases 
reported showed a decreasing trend in all three regions for the first time since malaria cases started to be reported 
four weeks ago. The joint Ministry of Health and health partners team, tasked to start preparing a malaria mitigation 
and preparedness plan and identifying high risk woredas in the country, has identified 151 high risk woredas in 
Amhara, Beneshangul-Gumuz, Oromia, SNNPR and Tigray. Of the 151 woredas, 63 were classified as hyper hotspot 
woredas and given highest priority for mitigation and prevention efforts. Preventive and control measures continue, 
including house-to-house case search and treatment, focal spraying, distribution of insecticide treated nets (ITNs) and 
mass mobilization for environmental management. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int  
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